MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21 April 2011 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Steve Wheeler, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Dean.  Also Mrs S Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Watley, Keeble and Frost  

Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with nil amendments:

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

Nil

CORRESPONDENCE

1504
The Clerk had received a letter from Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) advising of the emergency telephone number over the Easter-May 2nd Bank holiday period in relation the Traveller site, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore.  The telephone number given was: 01277-262728 and people are to contact that number should any unusual activity be noticed.  

1505
The Clerk read out information received via email from Essex Police asking residents to be vigilant over the forthcoming Bank Holiday period in relation to any potential Traveller activity and a non-emergency number was given of 0300 333 4444.  For any urgent matters or emergencies the usual call should be made using 999.

1506
The Clerk had received a call chasing if the PC would like to enter this year’s Best Kept Village competition as it had not yet received any application form.

1507
The Clerk read out notification of road/street closures in relation to royal wedding street parties, as follows:  Plovers Mead, Blackmore – From it’s junction with Wyatts Green Road to the boundary of No.43. – 1pm – 6pm. 

1508
The Clerk had received a quote from Heard Environmental skip hire for a 6yd skip.  The price was £158.00 plus VAT which is slightly higher than the current price paid of £131.25 plus VAT.  It was unanimously agreed to stay with Heatherlands.  Cllr Wheeler will investigate further prices.  

1509
The Clerk had received a letter from Mr Hall, Chairman of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall 
Trustees in relation to the request from a neighbour to purchase a strip of land from Tipps Cross 
Remembrance Hall’s playing field.  Mr Hall stated that the Trustees had reviewed the application 
and strongly opposed the sale of any of the recreation area as this land, under current planning 
laws, should all remain as non-domestic, but there has in a large number of instances, had areas 
turned over to garden usage without planning consent and the field forms an integral part of the 
overall public amenity.  The Parish Council agreed with Mr Hall whole heartedly and it was 
proposed by Cllr 
Bennett, seconded by Cllr Henwood and unanimously agreed that the Clerk will
write to BBC stating this.  

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1510
Cllr Henwood reported that there was nothing of any note to report.  She read out the information she had received from the CAB highlighting areas where they had helped residents in relation to their services offered.  Mrs Henwood also asked the Clerk to contact Moira Groborz regarding a potential pice of land which may be suitable for rural housing.  Could Moira call Cllr Henwood if she would like to discuss this.  Cllr Henwood also discussed the safety of children crossing the roads near to Blackmore Primary school during school times in view of an accident which had occurred when a child was hit by a car recently.  Cllr Henwood said she would contact the School reiterating the use of the footpath between the village hall and the school wherever possible to avoid further such accidents.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1511
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

580.00


R Barker


maintenance works

   80.00


A Watley


aerial shots of Chelmsford Rd

 -


S Barnes


April salary

 -


Essex Pension fund

clerk’s pension

 -


HM Rev & Customs

Clerk’s Tax / NI

 -


S Barnes


reimbursement of tax for bus (1 yr)

 -


R Nelson


April salary

  75.00


petty cash

 349.88


The Property Specialists
repair cricket nets

 168.00


Old Forge Garden Machinery
repair/service parish mowers

 157.50


Heatherland Ltd

skip hire

  48.84


R Keeble


goods supplied for parish spring clean

  36.00


R D Potter


mower repairs/service etc

  98.29


A to Z Supplies


to be reimbursed from Tipps X hall – 








goods supplied on account

  42.10


H Town


reimbursement (as receipts)

 999.07


MD Landscapes

grass cutting

 516.75


EALC



affiliation fees – inv 1084

  42.00


Digital design


mill lane notice board

 179.08


Glasdon UK Ltd

waste bin – Ted Marriage

1260.00

Kelhatch press


Herald Mag edition

1141.37

BJK Insurance Brokers

bus insurance premium

Receipts:

The Clerk was in receipt of the following:

· notification of a BACS payment received from BBC of £25,906.21 for it’s discretionary grant.  

· Cannon had reimbursed £752.00 in full for the service contract charges taken.

· Blackmore Village Hall had reimbursed the £327.80 for electricity usage at the MUGA

Payments:


Nothing to report

1512 
FINANCIAL POWERS


Mrs Nelson advised that everything was within budget at present and all was in accordance with the financial minutes and figures distributed prior to the meeting.  She said that there was no longer the requirement for a community mini bus reserve as at present the bus would not be renewed.

1513
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing new to report.

1514
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk asked for a volunteer to drive the bus with her to the garage for it’s annual MOT.  She will ask Cllr Watley to assist.  The cheque for the insurance premium was approved and signed at the meeting.  The Clerk read out a letter received from Brentwood community transport requesting the possible use of our mini bus in it’s down time.  However, it was felt that the bus would hardly be available due to casual bookings sometimes being hired at short notice.

1515
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood advised that there was a slight leak by the staircase where the lead had been stolen and was in the process of being repaired.  They are still looking for a Youth worker for the youth club and apart from that all was going well with the clubs and users.

1516
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


In Cllr Keeble’s absence, Mrs Nelson reported on a matter regarding the finances at the hall.  The Blackmore Village Hall Committee had reported that it was struggling to meet it’s costs and Mrs Nelson handed out a financial report supporting this.  Mrs Nelson also reported that there was to be a meeting next week to discuss this in greater detail with the committee and the PC felt after this, if necessary, perhaps a meeting between the committee and the Parish Council to discuss this might be beneficial.   

1517
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report.

1518
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing to report at present. 

1519
 ROADWAY RENTS (2010)


Invoices going out for April 2011 shortly.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1520
 PROGRESS REPORT


Nothing new to report in Cllr Keeble’s absence.  The Clerk did however have in her possession copies of the quotes from Stuart Allen regarding the replacement notice boards which she will pass to Cllr Keeble for his comments as he has been dealing with this. The Committee minutes were distributed and Mrs Nelson reported that the car park was going to be resurfaced as had lots of pot holes and hopefully grants could assist with this.

PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had met on the following dates at Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore, and the following planning applications discussed:


Copies of the committee minutes were distributed prior to the meeting and all in accordance with the information supplied

1521
 PLANS


11/4/11  -  BRW/219/2011


19/4/11 – LB/BRW/10/2011,   BRW/231/2011,   BRW/221/2011

1522
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ 


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore 


Cllr Watley is dealing with BBC for an update on the above items as have not heard back in some time


Action required: Nil

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 7th March 2011 at 7.30pm at Crosse House, Blackmore. All was in accordance with the committee minutes distributed prior to the PC meeting.

1523
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping

Being monitored

1524
Village speed

The Committee have asked the Clerk to contact BBC again as vehicles still speeding which causes concern and the VAS signs seem to be set too high.

1525
Allotments

Cllr Watley will report next month as aerial photos being taken.

1526
Ponds & posts by pond


Tree growing nicely.  Island needs a visit after egg hatching season to remove the labels from the tree however.

1527
Road signs


Monitoring.  

1528
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition


Still pending the arrival of the second sign as ordered with Adrian Tidbury in Jan 2011.  Nothing new to report

1529
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
The Clerk had met with an ECC representative who had stated that the works should commence around May/June and the PC was asked to cut back the shrubs and brambles from the area prior.

1530
Planters


Cllr Town is organising with Matthews Plants.


AOB


1.  Grass verges – Clerk to write to owner of 1-2 Chelmsford Rd to ask he or his visitors stop 
parking on the grass verges here.  No further reports of people parking on the verges at 
Meadow Rise.


2.  Ryan has cleared the brambles on the green opposite the Old Library building as requested.


3.  Pixies Halt – ECC dealing with the owner of the house regarding the concreted area of grass 
verge etc

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 9th May 2011 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore


enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1531
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith reminded the PC that the deadline for the next edition is 29th April and all is going well. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1532
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 12th April 2011 at 7.00pm at 
Tipps 
Cross Remembrance Hall.  All was in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the 
Parish Council meeting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)  Play area – Ryan still to fill in and turf area under the swings

b)  Play bark under swings – Will need topping up in the Spring – Ryan is aware a quote required

c)  Trim Trail – Requires painting - This work was completed today  - item can now be deleted

d)  Play area fence and slide – Ryan to complete repair work

e)  Trees at boundary of playing field and Miss Wiggins garden – Clerk is organising quotations as BBC advise it is the responsibility of the Parish Council.

f)  Preservative – Wooden frames need a coat of preservative.  Clerk has asked Ryan to arrange for Vic to do this as usual.

g)  New waste bin at entrance – Clerk has ordered passed to Ryan for installation


Mill Lane Play area


a)  Moles – field being monitored for holes – little activity at present


b)  Swing seat and holes – being monitored


c)  Outside Fence – Ryan has given a quote of £160 for labour plus the cost of the posts (8 
softwood 
posts in total).  It was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr Henwood and 
unanimously agreed that Ryan should complete the works.  The Clerk will instruct. 


d)  Slide – Does need new boards under it.  Ryan instructed to repair


e)  Leaves/branches – Work done - delete


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  Football pitches P.L.T./Goal mouths –
Cllr Keeble will organise works when the weather 
improves.   


b)  Notice boards – Clerk was in receipt of quotes and will forward to the recreation committee 
for their next meeting.


c)  Weed growth – Cllr Keeble has in hand will organise spraying in the Spring.


d)  Wood chip – Top up needed in Spring in hexagonal swing area and under aerial runway.  
Awaiting quote from Ryan


e) Goal posts – Ryan will paint them as soon as weather permits, probably best done at end of 
the season.


f)  Dog bin – Replacement needed by the play area.  Clerk has given this to Ryan for 
installation


g)  Hexagonal swing – Some wooden boards round to area need replacement before wood chip 
delivery.  Ryan to complete urgently.  Clerk has instructed him


Other Business – 


1)  Millennium Park – strimming needed round seats and other furniture.  Ryan is aware


2)  Jericho Place (tree) – It was proposed by Cllr Henwood, seconded by Cllr Spiers and 
unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would contribute a 1/3 of the cost, approx £66.00 
to get the tall conifer trimmed at the elderly residents address, in accordance with the recreation 
committee meeting minutes of April.  


3)  Ryan supplied a check list for works which may require attention which he would like a 
decision on.  The Clerk will ask him to complete all outstanding works as per the environment 
and recreation committee minutes supplied to him and in the meantime, the Clerk will supply a 
copy of this for the recreation committee’s next meeting in May for discussion.



Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 10th May 2011 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

1533    The Clerk had received a letter from AON Insurance Company in relation to the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy.  It was offering a 3 year discount should the PC wish to take it up and tie in the contract with them for the next 3 years.  This information was passed to Cllr Bennett who would kindly look at the paperwork and figures for his comments before presenting it to the PC.  The renewal is due 1st June 2011.

1534
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
7.30pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore


Recreation
10.5.11
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
9.5.11
7.30pm
Crosse house


Tipps X Management AGM



10.5.11
8.00pm
Tipps X R Hall


Parish Council 
21.4.11



(Annual Assembly)

7.00pm
Tipps X R Hall


(AGM)

7.30pm
   “        “      “

OTHER ITEMS

1535   
Royal Wedding Street Party


Cllr Henwood reported that ticket uptake had been good and the party was expected to be very 
well attended.  The quiz supper raised approximately £300 profit which shows an expected 
shortfall and all further donations were gratefully received towards the costs.  The venue was 
now the Blackmore Village Hall and commences at 4pm.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1536
It was suggested that aerial photographs should be taken of the Traveller site, Chelmsford Road prior to the Bank Holiday period in case of any unauthorised works or entry by other tavellers onto the site.  The cost to do this is £80 and it was unanimously agreed that this should be organised immediately.  Cllr Watley to organise and the Council to reimburse him.  

1537
Cllr Dean advised that he had been contacted by a Cllr of Doddinghurst PC regarding a potential new bus service and would the Parish Council be interested in contributing.  There was no further information available so the Clerk was asked to contact Roger Blake, the Doddinghurst Parish Clerk for more information.

1538
Cllr Dean reported that the dog waste bin at the Ted Marriage field is overflowing and could 
she please contact BBC to ask them to empty this as with the weather, there was a nasty smell 
emanating from it and it was a concern that dog walkers might start dumping the waste bags on 
the floor because of this.

1539
Cllr Henwood raised the issue of residents parking on the grass verges at Meadow Rise and 
suggested installing posts to stop this.  Cllrs Henwood and Keeble will take this up and enquire 
with the enforcement officer at BBC to investigate further.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  10.05 p.m.



