BIRDBROOK PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
HELD ON TUESDAY 7 JULY 2026 AT 7.00PM
AT BIRDBROOK COMMUNITY HOUSE
	PRESENT:	Mr Steve Rhenius (Chair)
Mrs Anita Chadney
Mrs Shirley Turner
Mrs Helen Castle
Mrs Michelle Harrington
	ALSO PRESENT:
	Cllr Diana Garrod (BDC)
Mrs Deborah Hilliard (Clerk)

	IN ATTENDANCE:
	1 member of the public


Questions were invited.
The village sign is disappearing behind the foliage overhanging from the churchyard — could something be done about that? It was proposed and agreed that the Clerk would contact the church and ask them to trim the overhanging branches back.
Cllr Garrod arrived at the meeting
26/50 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Alan Cook and Nathan Robins (Essex County Council).
26/51 OTHER ABSENCES None.
26/52 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
(a) The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 20 May 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed. (b) Matters arising
Action List
	Minute
	Action
	Responsibility
	Outcome

	26/19
	Retaining wall by pond- letter to
Cllr Platt (ECC) and cc Cllr Schwier.
	Clerk
	Update 3/6 ECC Highways have visited and quotes being sought for repairs.
It was noted that ECC Highways was responsible for the retaining wall. This prompted a discussion regarding parking in the village and the challenge of large farm vehicles navigating the roads. There was a further discussion about using land at the Community House to provide additional parking. It was proposed to put an item in the BPN to gauge interest. Michelle will action.

	
	
	
	

	26/41
	Policies — some name changes needed. Clerk to update
	Clerk
	Clerk to complete

	26/42
	Dial-a-Ride refusal and proposal to divert bus services to include Birdbrook to enable public to access healthcare services — raise with County Councillor
	Clerk
	Completed.

	26/43
	Pond — Clerk to check financial regulations and EALC/NALC for land acquisition
Parks — Grass cutting map — circulate to parish councillors.
Highways — drain grate collapse, New England. Clerk to report.
Highways — proposal for Baythorne End village gates on A1017 to be put to County Councillor for LHP consideration.
Highways — ECC piece re recommendations for cutting back hedges and trees that are encroaching the highways — Clerk to circulate
Highways — 30mph bin stickers. Clerk to explore options and report back
	Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
	Finance Regs — completed
EALC/NALC — Email sent 1/7. Email received from EALC and circulated to PC 13/7
Completed 28/5
Reported 28/5 Ref no 4042045
TBC
Completed 20/5
Link sent to PCs 30 pack for €65. 28/5

	26/44
	25/02655/FUL- ask BDC planning to check criteria being met
	Clerk
	Noted application was granted for "Change of use to incorporate the reclamation, storage and distribution of scrap metal. Erection of gates, fencing and 8 No. metal storage containers." Notified PC of this and asked if they still want to proceed by email 27/5. No further action.


26/53 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.
26/54 REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR/COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Cllr Garrod's report was circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Garrod reported. Points noted were:
· Road closure — Cornish hall end road to 10 July expected — Anglian Water emergency jetting — noted.
· Wethersfield — Confirmed that numbers of asylum seekers would increase and the site would remain open beyond 2027. It was noted that BDC did not support this.
· Fly tipping — Noted that the last quarter 94% cleared within 24 hours.
· Local plan — Update noted.
· Essex Policy — ANPR capability and facial recognition now being used.[image: ]
· Next community police visit noted as 9 July in Great Yeldham
Cllr Garrod was asked about the free online training video re defibrillators. After discussion it was noted that the Parish Council could apply for the Councillors' Community Grant to fund a training session. Michelle will action.
Cllr Garrod was thanked for her report and left the meeting.
26/55 MEMBERS' REPORTS:a)	Pond
· Update on retaining wall — It was confirmed that the Clerk would send the response regarding responsibility of the pond to ECC Highways.
· It was noted that some residents had cleared the edge of the pond that was overgrown.
b) Parks
· Play Equipment Inspection report — The reports had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was noted that the reports had identified only low risk issues and that the equipment needed cleaning. It was noted that the grass cutting contractor had offered to clean the play equipment and the Clerk will follow this up. Action.
· Baythorne End play equipment inspection report — one risk had been identified which was a rotten post on the football goal. Anita will qet a quote for repair. The member of public present advised he had some caps and screws which could be used on other equipment if needed and it was agreed they would liaise with Anita.
c) Chairman's Report
· Wethersfield Asylum Centre — The Chair advised he had wanted to ask Cllr Robins about the number of asylum seekers that were proposed and had further questions regarding the shuttle buses to Chelmsford, Colchester and Braintree.
· County Crime — It was noted that the PSCO usually visited the hub every few weeks and wanted to raise the matter of county crime.
· Proposed joint Neighbourhood Plan — It was noted that the Chair had not received a reply from the clerk at Sturmer PC on this and it was proposed and agreed that Helions Bumpstead be contacted. Action.
d) Highways Report
It was noted that Cllr Cook was not present to report.
• 30mph Bin Stickers — It was agreed to purchase 1 pack. Action.
e) Media - nothing to report
26/56 PLANNING
· 26/00683/S106A 1 School Field, Birdbrook — No comment
· 26/01444/TPOCON - Brooklands, The Street, Birdbrook — No comment
· Neighourhood plan — The book purchased by the parish council regarding neighbourhood plans was given to Cllr Turner to read. The Clerk will explore the Parish Council joining the RCCE for support with this proposal. Action.
26/57 FINANCE
· Financial Report — considered and noted.
· Easy fund raising Fundraising I Charity Fundraising Online I You Spend Online, Brands Donate I Easvfundraising — Clerk will explore. Action.
26/58 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS None.
26/59 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
None.
26/60 TIME, DAY AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING
15 September 2026
17 November 2026
There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at approximately 8.30pm.
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Signed: . [image: ]	Date: . !.+/.9./.24.[image: ]
Action List
	Minute
	Action
	Responsibility
	Outcome

	26/52
	Michelle to arrange piece for BPN on village parking arrangements/use of additional land for parking to gauge interest from residents.
Village gates A1017
	MH
Clerk
	JACs email circulated. On agenda for next meeting.

	26/54
	Michelle will explore options for defibrillator training sessions.
	MH
	

	26/55
	Play Equipment — Contact grass cutting contractor to see if they will clean the play equipment.
Baythorne End — Goalpost rotten.
Quote needed
Proposed joint Neighbourhood Plan.
Contact Helions Bumpstead.
Explore joining RCCE
	Clerk
AC
Clerk
	Emailed 22/7
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