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BIRDBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20 MAY 2026
FOLLOWING THE APM

AT BIRDBROOK COMMUNITY HOUSE

PRESENT:	Mr Steve Rhenius (Chair)
		Mr Alan Cook
		Mrs Anita Chadney
		Mrs Shirley Turner
		Mrs Helen Castle
		Mrs Michelle Harrington

ALSO PRESENT:		Cllr Diana Garrod (BDC)
			Mrs Deborah Hilliard (Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE: 	2 members of the public


26/33	ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2026/27
Chair - Mr Cook nominated Mr Rhenius, this was seconded by Mrs Chadney with all in favour.  There were no further nominations, and Mr Rhenius was duly elected Chair of the Parish Council for the year 2026-27.

Vice-Chair - Mrs Chadney nominated Mr Cook, this was seconded by Mrs Castle with all in favour.  There were no further nominations, and Mr Cook was duly elected Vice-Chair of the Parish Council for the year 2026-27.

26/34	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	None.

26/35	OTHER ABSENCES
	None.

26/36	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
Mrs Harrington proposed and Mrs Turner seconded with all in favour that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10 March 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed.

[bookmark: _Hlk54879837]26/37	ACTION LIST

	Minute
	Action
	Responsibility
	Outcome

	26/19
	Retaining wall by pond- letter to Cllr Platt (ECC) and cc Cllr Schwier.


Grass cutting and play equipment cleaning – notify contractor that quotes were accepted

Chair’s report – neighbourhood plan
Chair to contact Sturmer PC to discuss feasibility of a joint plan
	Clerk







Chair


	Letter drafted 19/3 and circulated to PC.  Me resend to ECC. Copy in Nathan.

Completed



Noted covered in APM

	26/20
	Planning – Local Plan consultation.  Deadline 17 April – Michelle and Shirley to explore comments and propose submissions.  
Clerk to forward previous submissions.
	ST/MH/



Clerk
	



Completed

	26/21
	Community House -retaining wall warped.  Clerk to notify Trustees
	Clerk
	Emailed 19/3 and reply received and noted.

	26/22
	Cost of having a family first aid/defibrillator training session.  Clerk to contact a provider for price
	Clerk
	Contacted 19/3.  That provider unable to support

Alan will contact Community Heartbeat trust to see if they will run a session



Colne Valley Arms – Cllr Garrd advised she had contacted planning enforcement in December 2025 and questioned activities at the Colne Valley Arms and followed up asking what action they had taken. It was noted that community police officers found the cannabis farm.

26/38	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None.

26/39	REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR/COUNTY COUNCILLOR	
	Noted as completed at the Annual Parish Meeting.

26/40	DOCUMENTS ON DEPOSIT
· Financial Regulations 
· Standing Orders 

The documents were approved.

26/41	POLICIES
	To review and confirm policies (no changes to note):
· Budget Virement Policy 
· Code of Conduct Policy
· Co-option Policy 
· Disciplinary Policy 
· Equalities Policy 
· Expenses Policy 
· GDPR Policy 
· Grievance Procedure 
· Health and Safety Policy 
· Record Management Policy 
· Sickness Absence Policy 
· Social Media Policy

Approved subject to updates – name changes needed – Clerk to action.

26/42	TO AGREE REPRESENTATIVES
· Parks – Anita Chadney
· Pond – Shirley Turner, Michelle Harrington, Helen Castle
· Highways – Alan Cook
· Footpaths – Michelle Harrington
· Streetlights – Alan Cook and Helen Castle
· Media – none.
Dial-a-Ride -A member of public advised that they tried to book the service but were refused.  It was noted that ECC do not supply healthcare services in Essex and do not supply transport for the public to access healthcare in Suffolk.  The member of the public asked if bus services from Haverhill via Steeple Bumpstead to Saffron Walden and Audley End (service numbers 319 and 320) could divert via Birdbrook. The member of public state that no reason was given for the refusal.   It was agreed to raise this with the new Essex County Councillor. Action.

26/43	MEMBERS’ REPORTS:-
a) Pond – Mrs Castle reported and advised that she had been looking in the title of the pond and had established that the actual pond was untitled.  The small area of land around the pond was titled.  Mrs Castle explained that she had contacted the Essex Records Office and had discovered that during the 1800s the Smoothly family had stewardship of the pond but not ownership as it was the carters’ pond for the village.  Mrs Castle had found the original plot numbers for the area and plot numbers when the land was split into 2 areas.  The pond should have been registered into plot no 212 which also included 1 and 2 Wavers Cottages and Brook Cottage.  

It was noted that Cllr Garrod had made enquiries of BDC in 2023 and was informed that at that time the cottages and pond were not registered.  This matched information from the Land Registry that the pond and adjoining property were not registered.  It was noted that the cottages were now registered.  

It was proposed that the Parish Council should title the land as an asset to the village.  However, it was noted that this could have financial implications for the Parish Council and further enquiries would be needed.  It was agreed that the Clerk will check the financial regulations and land acquisition with the EALC/NALC. Action.

b) Parks – Points noted were:-
· The Clerk has arranged for the annual play equipment inspection to take place.
· Grass cutting – A question was raised about grass cutting in other parts of the village.  The Clerk will circulate the grass cutting map to parish councillors. Action.
· Consideration was given to provision of another picnic table.  After consideration it as agreed that one table was sufficient.

c) Chairman’s Report – completed under APM.

d) Highways Report – Points noted were:-
· VAS signs Baythorne End – It was noted that the 4 signs had now been installed and Mr McIver was thanked for his work on improving road safety through the village.
· Mill Road resurfacing – Cllr Garrod was thanked for her help with this matter, and it was noted that work was due to take place in July.
· Potholes – It was noted that the A1017 through Sturmer had now been resurfaced.  Patching had taken place on the lane between Station Road and Ridgewell.  A drain grate was collapsing – location noted as New England adjacent to the old pub.  The Clerk will report this in.  Action.
· Baythorne End signage – It noted that the Parish Council had accepted it was unlikely that the speed limit would be dropped to 30mph by ECC.  However, it was proposed that sign gates be installed saying “Baythorne End – Watch your speed” or similar.  It was agreed to approach the Essex County Councillor to request it be put forward for LHP assessment.  Action.
· Overgrown trees and hedges encroaching the highway – It was noted this was a problem throughout the area.  It was agreed that a piece be put in the village magazine asking landowners to keep hedges and trees cut back.  The Clerk will circulate the ECC recommendations. Action. 

· Speeding – It was agreed that 30mph bin stickers could be circulated and distributed.  The Clerk will explore options. Action.

· There was a discussion regarding parking issues in the village when events were on at Community House, pub or church.

Anita Chadney left the meeting.

26/44	PLANNING
It was noted that concerns had been raised about the alleged operation of a scrapyard in New England.  It was noted that a previous application no 25/02655/FUL had been approved.  It was agreed that the Clerk would request BDC to ensure the application criteria was being met. Action.

26/45	VERGE CUTTING 2026
	It was noted that N&M Pyman had been appointed to carry out verge cutting for 2026.

26/46	FINANCE	
(a) The Annual Governance Statement 2025-26 was read out and noted.
(b) Accounting Statement 2025-26 – it was noted that the accounts had been approved by the internal auditor and were approved by the Parish Council and signed by the Chair.
(c) Insurance renewal – It was confirmed that the insurance premium had been paid.
(d) Church grass cut grant 2026 - It was agreed to issue the first half of the grant for 2026.
(e) Finance report – the report was considered and agreed.

26/47	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS
	None.

26/48	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
	None.

26/49	TIME, DAY AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	7 July 
	15 September
	10 November

All are Tuesdays at 7pm in the Community House unless otherwise stated.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at approximately 9.00pm





Signed: ……………………………………………………		Date: …………………………………………….

Action List

	Minute
	Action
	Responsibility
	Outcome

	26/19
	Retaining wall by pond- letter to Cllr Platt (ECC) and cc Cllr Schwier.
	Clerk

	Resend to ECC. Copy in Nathan Robins, new Essex County Councillor


	26/41
	Policies – some name changes needed. Clerk to update
	Clerk
	

	26/42
	Dial-a-Ride refusal and proposal to divert bus services to include Birdbrook to enable public to access healthcare services – raise with County Councillor
	Clerk
	Emailed ECC 28/5

	26/43
	Pond – Clerk to check financial regulations and EALC/NALC for land acquisition

Parks – Grass cutting map – circulate to parish councillors.

Highways – drain grate collapse, New England.  Clerk to report.

Highways – proposal for Baythorne End village gates on A1017 to be put to County Councillor for LHP consideration.

Highways – ECC piece re recommendations for cutting back hedges and trees that are encroaching the highways – Clerk to circulate

Highways – 30mph bin stickers.  Clerk to explore options and report back
	Clerk



Clerk


Clerk


Clerk




Clerk





Clerk
	



Completed 28/5


Reported 28/5 Ref no 4042045







Completed 20/5





Link sent to PCs 30 pack for £65. 28/5


	26/44
	25/02655/FUL – ask BDC planning to check criteria being met
	Clerk
	Noted application was granted for “Change of use to incorporate the reclamation, storage and distribution of scrap metal. Erection of gates, fencing and 8 No. metal storage containers.” Notified PC of this and asked if they still want to proceed by email 27/5
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26/19  Retaining wall by pond -   letter to Cllr  Platt (ECC) and cc Cllr Schwier.       Grass cutting and play equipment  cleaning  –   notify contractor that  quotes were accepted     Chair’s report  –   neighbourhood plan   Chair to contact Sturmer PC to discuss Clerk                 Chair    Letter drafted 19/3 and circulated to  PC .  Me resend to ECC.   Copy in  Nathan.     Completed         Noted covered  in APM  

