



BIRDBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 10 MARCH 2026 AT 7.00PM

AT BIRDBROOK COMMUNITY HOUSE

PRESENT:	Mr Steve Rhenius (Chair)
		Mr Alan Cook
		Mrs Anita Chadney
		Mrs Shirley Turner
		Mrs Helen Castle
		Mrs Michelle Harrington

ALSO PRESENT:		Cllr Diana Garrod (BDC)
			Mrs Deborah Hilliard (Clerk)

IN ATTENANCE: 	1 member of the public

There were no questions from members of the public.

26/14	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	Apologies were received from Cllr Schwier (ECC).

26/15	OTHER ABSENCES
It was noted that Mr Tim Chadney had resigned from the Parish Council.  Mr Chadney was thanked for his contribution to the Parish Council.

26/16	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
(a) Mr Cook proposed and Mrs Chadney seconded with all in favour that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6 January 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed.

(b) Matters arising, including Action List (below):-
[bookmark: _Hlk54879837]
	Minute
	Action
	Responsibility
	Outcome

	26/7
	Bus Shelter Licence – declined to sign.  Clerk will notify ECC
	Clerk
	ECC notified and have withdrawn licence

	26/10
	Budget and Precept-
· Notify Church of reduction in grass cut grant for 2026/27
· Complete and send in budget form to ECC
	Clerk
	
Letter sent, no response to date

Completed 19/1



26/17	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
None.

26/18	REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR/COUNTY COUNCILLOR
	Cllr Garrod’s report was circulated prior to the meeting.  Points noted were:-

· Road closures noted.
· Road surface issues and potholes – Sturmer – it was noted that this stretch of road was due to be resurfaced.
· VAS signs – Baythorne End – It was confirmed that 3 VAS signs had been installed by ECC through Baythorne End and a 4th sign was to be installed.  The chevrons at the top of Four Ash Hill had also been installed.
· Anglian Water Works site at New England – Cllr Garrod confirmed she had contacted Anglian Water regarding the state of the site and been advised that work was not fully completed, and staff would return in May subject to ground conditions being suitable.

· BDC Budget – It was noted that BDC would not be increasing their allocation for council tax.   Advice and guidance were available for anyone needing support, including £400,000 in the cost of living fund.  The Councillors Community Grant would be available again.  £2m had been added to the budget for inflationary measures.

· Local Highways Panel (LHP) – It was noted that £6m had been allocated for the next financial year for schemes.

· Local plan subcommittee – It was noted that the meeting due to take place on 25th March 2026 had been cancelled.  The latest consultation was open until 17 April 2026, and everyone was encouraged to engage with the plan as it was possible the plan could be changed and include sites that were previously excluded.  

· It was noted that there had been considerable road and verge damage caused by Anglian Water vehicles which were on site at Chapel End Way 24/7 pumping out.

Cllr Garrod was thanked for her report.
	
26/19	MEMBERS’ REPORTS:-
a) Pond – It was proposed and agreed that the Clerk will write to ECC Highways to ask them about progress regarding the retaining wall by the pond as they had carried out an inspection and borehole some months ago. Action.

It was proposed and agreed that Helen Castle and Shirley Turner would take on responsibility for the pond and footpaths. 

b) Parks – Anita Chadney reported.  The quote from Mr Allen for the cost of cleaning the play equipment as well as the grass cutting of the playing fields and other areas for 2026/27 was approved.  The Clerk will notify Mr Allen. Action.

c) Chair’s Report – Mr Rhenius reported he had ordered a book with information about neighbourhood plans on behalf of the Parish Council and would contact the Chair of Sturmer Parish Council to explore whether a joint plan was feasible. Action.

d) Highways Report – Alan Cook reported.  Points noted were:-

· It was confirmed that the fly tipped caravan had been removed.
· The VAS signs had been installed on the A1017 in Baythorne End.  Three were already in and a fourth was expected.
· Mill Road – It was noted that the road was in a poor state, although some of the deep holes had recently been filled in. Mr Cook thanked Cllr Garrod for meeting Cllr Schwier at Helions Bumpstead to put the cases of Mill Road and the A1017 through Sturmer and was happy to report that there had been verbal confirmation that these were put on the highways resurfacing schedule.
· There was a discussion regarding hedges and trees overhanging the footpaths and road in Birdbrook.  It was noted that trimming was the responsibility of the individual landowner and proposed that landowners be alerted via social media and the village magazine.  

26/20	PLANNING
Local plan consultation – there was a discussion as to whether Birdbrook Parish Council should engage with the consultation and comment on some of the proposed sites.  After discussion it was proposed and agreed that Michelle Harrington and Shirley Turner would work on this with additional help from other Parish Councillors if needed.  The Clerk will circulate the Parish Council’s comments made on the first consultation. Action.

26/21	BIRDBROOK COMMUNITY HOUSE
It was reported that the retaining wall at the front was warping and would need attention.  The Clerk will notify the Trustees. Action.

26/22	FINANCE
· Finance Report – The financial report for March was received, considered and approved.

· Streetscene Agreement 2026 – The agreement was signed and will be returned to BDC by the Clerk. Action.

Item discussed outside of agenda but agreed to consider:

It was proposed that the Parish Council fund and host a family first aid training session and/or defibrillator training.  It was noted there was surplus in the budget to fund this.  The Clerk will contact a local provider for prices. Action.

26/23	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS
	None.

26/24	CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
	None.

26/25	TIME, DAY AND DATE OF MEETINGS 2024
	7 July 
	15 September
	10 November

All are Tuesdays at 7pm in the Community House unless otherwise stated.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at approximately 8.30pm.




Signed: ……………………………………………		Date: ……………………………….


Action List

	Minute
	Action
	Responsibility
	Outcome

	26/19
	Retaining wall by pond- letter to Cllr Platt (ECC) and cc Cllr Schwier.

Grass cutting and play equipment cleaning – notify contractor that quotes were accepted

Chair’s report – neighbourhood plan
Chair to contact Sturmer PC to discuss feasibility of a joint plan
	Clerk






Chair


	Letter drafted 19/3 and circulated to PC

Completed

	26/20
	Planning – Local Plan consultation.  Deadline 17 April – Michelle and Shirley to explore comments and propose submissions.  
Clerk to forward previous submissions.
	ST/MH/



Clerk
	



Completed

	26/21
	Community House -retaining wall warped.  Clerk to notify Trustees
	Clerk
	Emailed 19/3

	26/22
	Cost of having a family first aid/defibrillator training session.  Clerk to contact a provider for price
	Clerk
	Contacted 19/3 – provider does not operate these type of sessions.
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