Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet Parish Council 

26 October 2011

MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BENBOW CLUB BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 26  OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:
Councillors:
                           
R. Smillie (Chairman):  B. Williams  


                           
B Foster:  D.Ward
Officer:
                                         Christine Barlow – Parish Clerk     
Guests: 
                                        Gary Baker- Veolia /Cleanaway Trust


                                                      Amanda Moxon – PCSO (Pitsea Station) 

Members of the Public:    
12 members of the public

	117/11
	Apologies for absence – Councillor Jaimie Huntman


	118/11
	Declarations of personal and/or prejudicial interest (existence and nature) with regard to items on the agenda. Members of the Council are subject to the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (Sl.2007/1159) (the revised Code) with the additional non mandatory section 12(2)
None



	123/11
	Veolia / Cleanaway Trust Funding Bid: Gary Baker, Veolia/Cleanaway Trust to update the Parish Council on the current status of the Parish Council bid to secure funds for a play area in Westlake Park.  

With the permission of the Parish Council this item was moved up on the agenda. 

Gary Baker – Veolia/ Cleanaway Trust Bid Officer – gave an overview regarding the Trust. He advised that £900K was raised from landfill tax which went to support a variety of projects in the Basildon and Castle Point areas. To date very little had been allocated to Bowers Gifford and this was the main reason why the project, put forward by the Parish Council, was very favourable. The overall size and cost (£70K) was however larger than sums available for one bid. The application had now been reduced to £47K without impact and this was hoped to make it more acceptable to the Trustees of the Veolia Trust. Conversely making an application for funding in the sum of £15K to Essex County Council funding scheme the ‘Big Society’ Lottery would help to achieve a successful outcome although there were still no guarantees. The Parish Council had submitted evidence of support with their application and a decision could be made late December 2011 or early January 2012 by the Veola Trustees. 

	119/11
	Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda, previously notified to the Clerk. (The maximum time allowed for this item is 15 minutes) 

Note: The Council will firstly hear from Councillors with prejudicial interest who must leave the room immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence. Councillors cannot remain in the room to hear the representations of others. After close of the public participation session, any member having left due to Section 12(2) may re-join the Council. When the Council starts to discuss any item on the agenda, where a member has an interest, the member with that interest must have regard to the Code of Conduct and make the necessary disclosure and where appropriate leave the meeting. 
i) A resident asked if the Parish Council had any information on how long the subway leading to Church Road would be closed. The Parish Clerk stated it would be open for a short period over Christmas. She would make enquires and put any details obtained on the website under ‘Events and Information’.

ii) A resident in Ifracombe Avenue asked if the Parish Council could intervene in the issue of parents parking on grass verges and roadway causing obstruction at school times. It was stated that residents are virtual prisoners in their homes during drop off and pick up times. The Parish Clerk was asked to contact St Margaret’s School to pass on resident’s concerns.  Residents were asked to forward details of any vehicle causing an obstruction to the Police. 

iii)   The Parish Clerk had received a request from a resident regarding the Parish being provided with Basildon Council’s Crunch service on occasion throughout the year. The Parish Clerk was asked to contact Basildon Council Recycling Officer to request the provision of the service. 

iv) The Clerk had also been asked if Basildon Council’s District Diary was still distributed. The Parish Clerk agreed to make enquires and respond to the request for information. 
v) A resident raised the issue of overgrown hedges on the London Road. The Parish Clerk was asked to make enquires as to who was responsible for pruning the shrubs. 


	121/11
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 28th September 2011- Council to agree minutes of previous meeting.
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 28th September 2011 were agreed by those present and signed by the Chair.


	
	

	122/11
	Parish Clerk Report –
i) The Annual Audit had been completed satisfactorily and a certificate received from the Audit Commission for the financial year ending 31 March 2011. Notice of conclusion of the Audit and the right to inspect the Annual Return to be displayed for 14 days. 

ii) The Parish Council Insurance renewal had been received from AON Insurers in sum of £479.00. The Parish Clerk was obtaining a further comparison quotation. 
iii) Expression of Interest for lottery funding for play area sent to Essex County Council ‘Big Society’ Lottery. Confirmation received in return to enable Parish Council to complete an application for funding to support the Veolia bid in the sum of £15,000. A decision on the application would be made by a board of representatives in February 2012.  

iv) Request sent to Basildon Borough Council for (i) costs of two additional rubbish bins ii) Grass verges to be cut at junction of Burnt Mills Road / Pound Lane and end of Pound Lane leading to A127. (ii) Confirmation to use Westlake Park on 4th June for the Village Fete. 
v) Installation of flood defences to properties in Osborne Road, by Essex County Council, are on track for work to be carried out. 

vi)  Sample pictures of the type of ‘Welcome’ signs required by Parish Council sent to Essex County Council. An acknowledgement and reference number had been received but waiting for any confirmation of agreement to install.    
vii) The Clerk had met with a disability action group ( DIS - Disability Inclusion Society) who had agreed to help make some games for the Fete in June 2012.  
viii) Various Basildon Council Committee minutes received although none had any specific relevance to the Parish Council. Documents available to view.  

ix)  Queens Jubilee Beacon – Documents received inviting the Parish Council to take part. Council to assess feasibility. 
x) Notification of granting of Planning permission for 218 Pound Lane received. The Parish Clerk was requested to ask for details of granting of the permission.   


	123/11
	Finance Report – Clerk to provide an update on the current financial position of the Parish Council.

Balance at 28th September 2011:   £22,922.30

Payments in:                                   £  6,425.00
Total:                                               £29,347.30

Less cheques paid out:                   £10,896.48
Balance at 26th October 2011:        £18,450.82

The Responsible Finance Officer confirmed that a cheque in the sum of £10,357.00, paid in error to the Parish Council by Essex County Council, had now been returned to the authority. 

	124/11
	Policing update: Area Police Officers to update the Parish Council on current policing in the area, crime figures and policing operations. 
Amanda Moxon, Police Community Support Officer, gave an update of crime within the Parish. She advised that it was a low crime area normally but in the last week there had been two reports of theft. 
She advised the meeting of various operations the Police were undertaking in the Pitsea area and urged residents to report anything suspicious. 
She handed out her contact details and also Police emergency numbers. It was AGREED to include the information in the next Parish newsletter. 
Mandy agreed that currently the biggest problem in the area was the school parking.   
Following a question from the meeting for information she urged residents to report cars causing any obstruction by parking on the pathway to Pitsea Police. 
As a point for information the meeting was advised that Basildon Round Table were offering free door chains to residents. 
The Parish Council AGREED to deliver the Neighbourhood Watch leaflet with the Parish newsletter and the PCSO also offered to help deliver. 

	125/11
	Councillor Vacancy: Parish Council to discuss applicant interest in the Parish Councillor vacancy and make the decision in respect of co-option to the vacancy. 
Two enquires had been received for the vacancy but only one had been submitted. The Parish Clerk had contacted the applicant on behalf of the Parish Council and Councillors were currently considering the application. 


	126/11
	Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 2012- Village Fete: To update on the progress of organising the Village Fete in June 2012. 
The date of the Fete had previously been agreed as 4th June 2012 and an initial meeting had been held to discuss the way forward. It was AGREED for Councillors to meet again on 16th November 2011to discuss further arrangements. 


	127/11 
	Increase in Parish Clerk’s hours: To receive a request from the Parish Clerk to increase the Clerks hours.  

The Parish Clerk requested an increase in paid hours from 7 hours per week to 11 hours per week from 1st November 2011. Councillors unanimously AGREED to grant the request. 


	128/11
	Christmas Edition of the Bowers Bugle newsletter: To agree the closing date for the submission of articles for inclusion in the Christmas edition of the Parish Newsletter. 
The closing date for the submission of articles was confirmed as 25th November 2011. 

The newsletter would then be delivered early December and several residents had offered their services to help deliver.  The Parish Clerk would make contact with these residents. 

	129/11
	Date of next meeting: 30th November  2011
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.
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