

Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet Parish Council 

28  September 2011

MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BENBOW CLUB BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:
Councillors:
                           
R. Smillie (Chairman):  B. Williams  


                           
B Foster:  J.Huntman: 
Officer:
                                         Christine Barlow – Parish Clerk                                                

Members of the Public:    
34 members of the public

	106/11
	Apologies for absence – Councillors Debra Ward and Graham Walker

	107/11
	Declarations of personal and/or prejudicial interest (existence and nature) with regard to items on the agenda. Members of the Council are subject to the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (Sl.2007/1159) (the revised Code) with the additional non mandatory section 12(2)
None



	108/11
	Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda, previously notified to the Clerk. (The maximum time allowed for this item is 15 minutes) 

Note: The Council will firstly hear from Councillors with prejudicial interest who must leave the room immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence. Councillors cannot remain in the room to hear the representations of others. After close of the public participation session, any member having left due to Section 12(2) may re-join the Council. When the Council starts to discuss any item on the agenda, where a member has an interest, the member with that interest must have regard to the Code of Conduct and make the necessary disclosure and where appropriate leave the meeting. 
The public requested information regarding acquisition of land by Nottinghamshire County Council and recent media interest. 
With the permission of the Parish Council the Chair brought forward Agenda item 113/11
Councillor Smillie in responding to questions from the public advised that the Parish Council had met with representatives of Nottinghamshire County Council who had informed the Council of their proposals. The number of properties which could be built on the land was between 600 and 2500, and would include a library, community centre and play area. The Council had in its possession a plan of the perceived site and this was made available for residents to view after the meeting. 
Basildon Borough Council had intimated they are opposed to any application to building on green belt land as is the land purchased by Nottinghamshire County council. As currently there had been no submission of any planning application to Basildon Council, the Parish Council, as a statutory body, had nothing to act upon. The Parish Council would continue to monitor and report at future meetings.   

(ii) A resident asked about the legality of caravans on a site in Harrow Road and the meeting was advised that Basildon Council Enforcement Officers had applied for a High Court injunction to have any caravans illegally on the site removed. 
(iii) It was suggested that Police might monitor the traffic congestion in the London Road as part of the weekend closures. Contact would be made Pitsea Police Station and make the suggestion.   
(iv) The grass verge at junction of Pound Lane and Burnt Mills Road was again overgrown. The Parish Clerk stated she had already reported this to Basildon Council. 

(v) Shrubs along the pavement, by the land owned by Nottinghamshire County Council, and bushes at the top end of Pound Lane at the junction to the London Road were encroaching on the footpath. The Parish Clerk would endeavour to contact the owners and request the shrubs be pruned. 

(vi) The old lamppost beside the post box in Pound Lane, which had been damaged as a result of an accident, was requested to be removed. The Clerk to contact Essex County Council to request their contractors remove.  

 

	109/11
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 24 August 2011- Council to agree minutes of previous meeting.
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 


	110/11
	Parish Clerk Report – Clerk to update on business since the last meeting

Item 99/11 - Planning permission for noticeboards - Clerk has requested information. 

Item 100/11 - Road signs – Parish Council AGREED wording for signs as  ‘Welcome to Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet’ 

· Summer issue of Parish Council newsletter distributed to residents and interested parties. 
· Councillor vacancy advertised - and two enquires received. Closing date 1st October.
· Application to join Essex County Council Winter Salt Scheme completed and accepted by Essex County Council for inclusion in the scheme. Council to be notified of November delivery date.  
· Veola/ Cleanaway Trust bid application amended down to £47K and sent again for review by Trustees. 
· Arrangements for Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Fete in June 2012 discussed by Fete sub – committee and several early bookings made in preparation for the event.  

· Planning application comments, from previous meeting on 24th August 2011, submitted by email to Basildon Borough Council Planning Officers. 

· Notification to pay second half year Precept received from Basildon Borough Council. 
· Essex County Council (Church Road subway) (Temporary Prohibition of Use) Order 2011 – received. Subway to be closed until 8th November 2011
· Request made by Parish Clerk to attend Essex Association of Local Councils  (EALC) Funding Training on 10th November – AGREED by Parish Council.
The Clerk advised that at the Essex Association of Local Councils Award Ceremony on 27th September, the Parish Council were winners in the Newsletter category and overall winners in the Communication Award category, beating off stiff opposition. As this was the Parish Council’s first full year this was certainly an achievement. The Council received a certificate and £500 toward play equipment from Monster Play UK. A round of applause was received from those present. 

	111/11
	Finance Report – To update the Council on the current financial position of the Council:
Current balance  as at 28th September 2011        
£22,922.30 
Payments in
*£10,815.00
Payments out
£704.11    
The Clerk stated that an unidentified sum of *£10,357.00 had been paid into the account. The source of the payment was currently under investigation and it was believed the payment had been made in error. 

A member of the public stated that a similar amount should have been made to the Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet Community Association. The Clerk to make further enquires with Essex County Council.   

	112/11
	To review and comment on Planning Applications under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 – APPLICATION NO: 11/00784/FULL 218 Pound Lane, Bowers Gifford 

Conversion of existing retail unit with s/c flat above into 4 No. self-contained flats, incorporating alterations, together with parking for 8 cars.- 218 Pound Lane , Bowers Gifford , Essex

Councillors noted that the original planning application reduced the number of flats from 5 to 4 and that the number of parking spaces as a result had also reduced. However it was felt that there would still be a detrimental impact on the area, especially as it was considered there would be an increase in occupancy, which would increase noise and have an impact on the infrastructure of the area. Councillors also raised concerns that the front doors of the flats opened directly onto the pavement. The Council did not raise objections to a smaller number of flat conversions. The Parish Clerk to advise Basildon Council on the Council comments. 



	113/11
	Land Development within the Parish – To update members on proposals to develop land purchased by Nottinghamshire County Council.
Item previously discussed in public participation session. 

	114/11
	Flood Prevention Funding – To update the Council on the progress in respect of obtaining funding to prevent further internal flooding to four properties in Osborne Road. 
Essex County Council have been given a date extension to their application for funding,  by the Environment Agency, as there still some minor issues to be resolved. The Parish Council had been advised by ECC funding will be awarded regardless of the delay. 


	115/11
	Risk Assessment – To amend the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment Policy. 
Amendments were AGREED to the Parish Councils Risk assessment policy as follow: 

(i) The Fidelity Bond was increased to £14K as suggested by the internal auditor. 
(ii) to include procedures in respect of online banking payments transfers. The Responsible Finance Officer Clerk, where appropriate, to make online payments, providing at least two Councillor signatories had agreed to the amount and their agreement was recorded. 

	116/11
	Date of next meeting: 30th November 2011
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