




Full Council Minutes 28.7.10
MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET FULL COUNCIL MEETING  HELD AT ‘THE BENBOW CLUB’ BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 28th JULY  2010 AT 7.30 PM.

Present:

Councillors:
                           R. Smillie (Chairman)



                           C. Coxhead          B. Foster         G. Walker         D. Ward  

                                                B. Williams                    

Officer:
                           M. Squire –Qualified Acting Clerk

Members of the Public:         Fourteen members of the public

The Chairman with the consent of the Council AGREED to receive the presentation form Mr Hedges before the main meeting.

45 / 10  – To receive a presentation from Mr. David Hedges of the RSPB in respect of the Bowers Marsh development.

Mr Hedges- Area Manager RSPB South Essex gave a presentation, which included a slide show with a short question and answer session. The RSPB were looking to create wetlands at the Bowers Marsh which would attract wildlife such as badgers, newts, bats, insects etc. A number of archaeological digs had been made and an unexploded Second World War bomb was found on site. It was envisaged that a car park with 100 spaces, a Welcome Centre and a 3 to 4 mile bridleway would be created as well as 3 bird hives and a 20 hectare lake. The lake would be a saline lagoon (salt water) with pipes to let the sea water in. The RSB would like to see 5,000 visitors to the reserve over a 3 year period.

Mr Hedges was thanked for interesting and informative presentation. 

Some brochures were left for members of the public to take away.

46 / 10 - Apologies for absence 

No apologies were received.

47 / 10 - Declarations of personal and or prejudicial interest 

None were declared

48  / 10 - Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda previously notified to the Clerk. 

Local residents requested more information to be put on the website including the timetable of meetings.  Also a request was made for refurbishment of the playground in the park.
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49 / 10 – To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2010.

The Minutes were AGREED.

50 / 10 – Clerks Report 

The Clerk reported that:-

· completion of the Barclays Bank mandate to open a banking account was becoming increasingly frustrating due to new requests from the Bank. However the process was drawing to a conclusion.

· the absence of grass cutting by Burnt Mills Road / Pound Lane had been reported to Basildon District Council who would pursue the matter themselves or report to Essex County Council (ECC)–Highways Department if it was their responsibility. 

· Colin Riley is an Essex County Councillor whose area covers Bowers Gifford. He would like to come and meet members of the Parish Council.  He would be invited to the next available meeting.

· the Audit Commission had appointed an external auditor for the Council. 

· the new booklet ‘Being a good employer’ – a guide for parish and town councillors was presented to the Chairman.

· Emma Tombs, Meetings Manager, Basildon District Council had written expressing her concern at the slow delivery of planning applications in the post. The District Council asked Local Councils to monitor the dates received on franked mail.

· the Essex Speed Management Strategy was available for inspection.

· the post received by the Clerk was available to read should the Councillors so wish.

· the  Consultation Exercise: Essex Development Management Policies, Monday 19 July to Friday 30 August 2010 was available to be distributed to the Councillors. The consultation would close on the 30th August 2010, and therefore any applicable comments should be brought to the next Council Meeting on Wednesday 25th August 2010.
· The Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) Annual General Meeting and Networking Event would be held on Wednesday 29th September 2010. This would be a good opportunity for Councillors to meet other Councillors from around Essex.
51 / 10 – To review and adopt the draft Standing Orders.

The draft Standing Orders were reviewed and AGREED. It was recognized that this document would need to be updated from time to time, in line with new legislation and the particular requirements of the Council. 

52 / 10 – Appointment of permanent Parish Clerk.

The recruitment process had gone well. Eight application forms had been requested and six applications received. Initial interviews would take place on Monday 9th of August.  The interview panel would be Cllrs. R. Smillie, G. Walker, B. Foster and the Clerk. Other Councillors were welcome to attend should they wish.
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53 / 10 – To review and comment on planning application.

Under Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended).

Proposal – Installation of additional electricity generator module no 11.

Location – Pitsea Landfill site, Pitsea Hall Lane , Pitsea.

Application No ESS/22/10/BAS. 

The Clerk was asked to respond to Basildon District Council that the Council ‘had no comment save that the noise level restrictions of the generator should be observed’.

54 / 10 – To discuss provision of a noticeboard.

It was AGREED that best sites for the two notice boards were at Pound Lane / Kelly Road (post code SS132HL) and at Clifton Road (post code SS132LE).

The Clerk would liase with neighbouring parishes to see how they had fared in procuring noticeboards for their respective parishes.

55 / 10 – To review updating of website.

The updating of the website was ongoing. The Councillors AGREED to set up their own ‘Gmails.com)’ website addresses. 

56 / 10 – To discuss delivery of newsletter.

A few last minute amendments were necessary before the delivery of the newsletter. The Council would consider inviting advertisers for future newsletters. 

57 / 10 - To discuss arrangements for co option of new councillor.

An advert for prospective co opted councillors would be included in the newsletter. Once responses were forthcoming, the Council would review arrangements for interviewing thereafter.

58 / 10 – Consultation Exercise: Essex Development Management Policies.

The consultation was distributed for any comment to be made at the next Council meeting on Wednesday 25th August.

59 / 10 – Discussion for St Margarets School to run a competition for the pupils to design an emblem for the Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet Parish Council. 

It was AGREED that this item should be included in the next newsletter and that Cllr.D.Ward  would approach the school in the Autumn term. It was feasible that the Bowers Gifford coat of arms seen at the local church could be incorporated in the design.

60 / 10 – Basildon Association of Town Councils

Cllr B. Foster had been put forward as a nominee for the Standards Committee. Typically then Chairman and Clerk would attend the Local Council Liaison meetings. However the Councillors AGREED that they would take it in turns. 
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61 / 10 To discuss future projects.

I. The problem of a large number of lorries using local highways to the recycling station. 

Cllr. B. Foster reported that he was waiting for more information to come through. There were unlikely to be any developments in the near future, at least not until 2011. The Council would stay on alert for any routing through Pound Lane and would press for traffic calming measures when appropriate. 

II. Provision of a childrens playground for Westlake Park.

More detailed groundwork would be needed and Cllr C. Coxhead would contact Mark Aldridge at Basildon District Council to find out the status of the park and whether a new play area could be accommodated. 

III. Litter management.

Cllr G.Walker will provide an update at the next meeting.

The meeting ended at 9.30pm

Signed 

Chairman

Date

