

Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet Parish Council 

27th June 2012

MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET 
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BENBOW CLUB BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 27 JUNE 2012 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:
Councillors:
                           
R. Smillie (Chairman):  





B Foster:  N. Tyler:
Officer:
                                         Christine Barlow – Parish Clerk     

                                           

Members of the Public:    
11 members of the public

	21/12
	Apologies for absence – Councillors Debbie Ward and Barbara Williams


	22/12
	Declarations of personal and/or prejudicial interest (existence and nature) with regard to items on the agenda. Members of the Council are subject to the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007(Sl.2007/1159) (the revised Code) with the additional non mandatory section 12(2)
None


	23/12


	Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda, previously notified to the Clerk. (The maximum time allowed for this item is 15 minutes) 

Note: The Council will firstly hear from Councillors with prejudicial interest who must leave the room immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence. Councillors cannot remain in the room to hear the representations of others. After close of the public participation session, any member having left due to Section 12(2) may re-join the Council. When the Council starts to discuss any item on the agenda, where a member has an interest, the member with that interest must have regard to the Code of Conduct and make the necessary disclosure and where appropriate leave the meeting. 
(i) PCSO Emma Spurr was welcomed to the meeting and gave a brief update on crime in the Parish. She highlighted that there had been an increase of burglaries and car theft in the Pitsea area and offered advice on crime prevention.  

(ii) A resident stated that the rubbish bin beside the bus stop on the Southend-bound side of the London Road had been removed. The Clerk was asked to investigate. 

(iii) The Canvey Road bus stop sign had fallen off and was lying on the pavement. The Clerk was asked to contact Essex County Council and inform. 
(iv)  Bowers Marshes were still not open to the public and the paths were overgrown. Clerk requested to contact the RSPB to ask for a reason why the site remained closed to the public despite recent publicity to the contrary. 

(v) A resident asked if there was a date when the Church Road subway would be open again. Councillor Foster advised that contractors had cancelled two meetings with him recently but he was endeavouring to rearrange. An update on progress would be sought and advised at a future meeting and in the newsletter.   
(vi)  Residents commented that the Torch relay was due to come to Basildon but there were still no signs to prepare people for the event. 
(vii) The number of potholes in Pound Lane and Burnt Mills Road were increasing and were a danger to cyclists and cars. The Clerk advised she had reported the pothole locations to Essex County Council on a number of occasions without success and urged residents to report individually on Essex County Council’s ‘pothole’ web page.   


	24/12
	Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 30th May 2012 - Council to agree the minutes of the previous meeting and Chair to sign as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 30th May 21012 were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair. 

	25/12
	Parish Clerk’s Report – Parish Clerk to update on relevant business and correspondence since the last Parish Council meeting on 30th May 2012.

(i) Various letters of thanks and emails had been sent to organisations and guests who attended the Village Fete. The Chair at this point also thanked residents for their help and support both before the Fete and on the day. 
(ii) A resident had requested an application form in respect of the vacancy of Parish Councillor but the form had not been returned.
(iii) The Annual Audit Report for 2011/12 had been sent to the Audit Commission to be signed off and to confirm that the Parish Council had carried out and completed all the work that was required of them by law.  
(iv) Parish Council meeting dates had been advised to the Benbow Club by letter.  

(v) Town & Country Planning ESS/19/12/BAS - Permission granted to use land within the Veolia site to store, treat and recycle oversized compost.  

(vi) Letter received from Essex County Council advising that an application to add a by-way open to traffic from Jotmans Lane, Benfleet to Church Road/Manor Way, Bowers Gifford (Case 376) had been granted on appeal by the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food & Rural Affairs. 
(vii) Invitation received from St Andrews Healthcare Trust for Parish Council members to attend their Annual Open Day on 19th July 2012. Councillors to confirm their acceptance of the invitation.  

(viii) Notification received from Basildon Council on Councillor Training on New Standards arrangements 

(ix) Notification received on Mobile Library Service changes from 3.7.12

(x) Response received finally from Essex County Council regarding Gateway signs and requesting more information. Parish Clerk gathering the information required. 

(xi) Still waiting for confirmation from Essex County Council regarding permission to erect noticeboards. 
(xii) District Diary expected to be delivered by end of July. 

	26/12
	Finance Report – The Responsible Finance Officer to update on financial matters since the last Parish Council meeting in 30th May 2012. 

Bank balance at 22nd June 2011



£12,886.93

Payments made since 30th May 2012

           £  1,209.45

	27/12 
	To review and comment on Planning Applications under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - APPLICATION NO:        12/00540/FULL - 17 Bowers Court Drive, Bowers Gifford, Basildon,  Essex - Side conservatory
Councillors voiced no objections to the application. 

	28/12
	Joint Standards Committee: To confirm the position of the Parish Council in regard to the establishment of a Joint Standards Committee with Basildon Council.

The Parish Council was in agreement with a Joint Standards Committee being formed with Basildon Borough Council


	29/12
	Parish Council to update on activities and projects May & June 2012 

(i) Westlake Park Play Area Project – the project is well on the way to becoming a reality and all monies had been raised to complete the project. The Parish Council would next look at something for the older age groups. A ‘Teen Shelter’ for young people and a ‘Green Gym’ for all age groups were some of the suggestions being considered. PCSO Emma Spurr advised that there had been problems in the past with Teen Shelters and, in her opinion, they were not a good idea.  It was suggested that further consultation be carried out using the newsletter as the vehicle to obtain young people’s and resident’s views 
It was AGREED that the Parish Council would have a grand opening of the play area once completed. 

(ii) Fun Walk - Councillors Foster and Smillie along with two residents took part in John Baron’s Annual Fun Walk and raised in excess of £500, this along with additional sponsorship money would realise in excess of £900. 
(iii) Diamond Jubilee Fete 4th June 2012 – Despite the weather the day was a success. The Parish Council applied for a grant from Basildon Council for Jubilee Celebrations and was successful in obtaining a grant of £2000 towards costs of the Fete. The exact final figure of Fete costs was not currently known as all expenditure had not been finalised.    

  

	30/12
	Little Chalvedon Hall Development Update: 
The Clerk informed she had received notification from Meridian Strategic Land Limited confirming that they would be holding a public exhibition on Wednesday 11th July from 4 – 8 p.m. and Thursday 12th July from 10 am – 4 p.m. in the Benbow Club, to obtain residents views on their proposals for the development of the Little Chalvedon Hall site. 


	30/12
	Suggested items for discussion at the next meeting – To put forward suggestions for agenda items or projects to be discussed at the next or future Parish Council meetings. 
It was suggested that the Little Chalvedon Hall proposed development should be put on the next Parish Council meeting agenda for discussion. 

	31/12
	Date of next meeting – 25th July 2012




4

