



MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT ‘THE BENBOW CLUB’ BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 27th OCTOBER 2010 AT 7.30 PM.

Present:

Councillors:
                           R. Smillie (Chairman)


                           B. Williams      D. Ward   J.Huntman
Officer:
                           Christine Barlow – Parish Clerk
Members of the Public:         Three members of the public

96/10 - Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors G.Walker, C.Coxhead and B.Foster.
97/10 - Declarations of personal and or prejudicial interest 

None were declared.

98/10 - Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda previously 

notified to the Clerk. 

Local residents had raised concerns with councillors regarding flooding in various parts of the village and in particular low lying areas. Examples of areas which had been particularly affected over previous years were identified as Grange Avenue, Windsor Road, Osborne Road and Burnt Mills Road. Residents present asked who was responsible for clearing ditches in these areas. Councillors asked for residents to write to the Parish Clerk in the first instance and identify the specific areas of concern.  Clerk to contact Basildon Council and Essex & Suffolk Water in regard to responsibility to maintain. 
Councillors were advised that the Bus Shelter, near Clifton Road, had brambles growing through its roof. Clerk to contact Basildon Council Parks Area Officer and request shrubs be cut back.  
Residents raised concerns regarding the status of St Andrews Clare House, Pound Lane and how many patients were being treated currently. Councillors stated that they had received no complaints regarding any problems at the unit. AGREED: To contact St Andrews and ask for a meeting to discuss any issues which had been brought to their attention. 

Councillors were asked what their view was in respect of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 

Parish Clerk to contact Councillor Kevin Blake, Essex Neighbour hood Watch Co-ordinator, for more information and to ask for a Neighbourhood Watch Officer to attend a Parish meeting.  
99/10 – To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2010.

The Minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
100/10 – Co-option of new Councillor

Jamie Huntman was co-opted as Councillor to fill the vacancy of Parish Councillor unanimously.  The Parish now had their full compliment of seven councillors representing residents. 

101/10 – Parish Clerks report
The Clerk reported that:- 

· post received by the Clerk was available for Councillors to read.   
· she had received a schedule of proposed Essex County Council Highways maintenance works (roads & footpaths) for Basildon District and reported that the were no works identified for Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet. The clerk was asked to contact Essex County Council Highways Inspectorate and ask why there are no maintenance works to be carried out in the Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet area. It was AGREED to include an item in next Parish newsletter asking residents to identify any specific problem areas. Councillors asked if there is any provision within ECC budgets for the funding of cycle paths. The Clerk was asked to make enquires on behalf of Parish Council.  
· a response was still awaited from Basildon Council regarding the damaged bus shelter in Pound Lane. The Clerk will contact the relevant Basildon Council officer for an update.   

· shop keepers are usually liable for clearing litter in front of their premises, if litter is on their land.  
· Essex County Councillor Colin Riley confirmed he will attend December Parish Council meeting. 
· the design of the proposed noticeboards for the Parish had been discussed with councillors and estimates obtained to supply and fit. The Clerk was in the process of drawing up applications to obtain part or overall external funding to cover the cost of purchase. It was suggested that one noticeboard might be purchased from the Parish budget. It was AGREED that residents should be asked, via the Parish newsletter and website, for their views on the locations of each noticeboard.  
· HMRC online website to be used for the processing of wages as this incurred no administration costs to the Council. 
· Westlake Park covered on the meeting agenda. 
· Basildon Council Planning was unable to grant any further extension to enable Councillors to discuss the application in regard to 218 Pound Lane (No: 10/00964/FULL), due to required timescales. The Clerk had, however, passed the Council’s comments to Planning Officers for consideration.   
· she advised she was still considering her IT requirements.    
· she informed she had passed the Council’s concerns to Basildon Council regarding tipping at a property in Burnt Mills Road and a comprehensive response was still awaited. 

Additionally.  
· Clerk requested to undertake and obtain Certificate in Local Administration 

(CILCA). On successful completion of the Certificate by the Clerk, the Council could apply for Quality Parish Status. Councillors present fully supported the request. 

· the Council was asked to consider moving the January Council meeting date to eliminate the cost of an agency Clerk covering the meeting and Council administration whilst Parish Clerk on holiday.  Councillors to consider this suggestion.  
· Parish newsletter to be produced and delivered to residents at the end of November. 
· Bowers Marsh Project – Councillors were invited to tour the site in the New Year. Councillors to advise Clerk of their availability and Clerk to arrange. 

· Basildon, Billericay & Wickford Council for Voluntary Service (BBWCVS) ‘Big Society’  Conference  30th October 2010
102/10 Financial report
· Cheques paid out for October amounted to £1740.14 and a breakdown was distributed to Councillors. 
103/10 Precept and budget 2011/2012
· The process was explained to those present and the methods used and prescribed under statute. It was explained that figures were based on Band D Council Tax and the calculation of the Total Tax Base of properties. The Clerk suggested that until Basildon Council could supply the total tax base figure for the Parish discussions could not be finalised. The Council felt that they would like to keep the precept at the same level as the current year if possible. Any decision regarding 2011/12 precept amount was deferred until more information was available.
104/10 To review and comment on Planning Application (Under Town and Country   Panning Act 1990 (as amended) 
· APPLICATION NO: 10/01145/FULL - Erection of replacement freestanding burger kiosk and site maintenance equipment store - The Gun Public House, London Road, Pitsea, Basildon.
Councillors only concern was that the clientele of the public house should respect the establishment and residents living in the area. The clerk was requested to contact the owner of the Public House and invite him to meet with Councillors informally. There was no objection, in principal, to the application. 

105/10  Westlake Park 

· Councillors and Clerk to visit a newly opened play area in Little Baddow and discussed the process taken to complete the project with Little Baddow Parish Councillors. The Clerk was currently exploring funding opportunities for the project. Interested agencies were being contacted for their advice and support. It was commented that there were no dog bins in the park despite it being used extensively by dog walkers. The Clerk to contact Basildon Council and request. Parish Council to carry out further consultation with residents and it was AGREED that the Parish newsletter and website could be used to obtain residents views.
106/10  Passenger Transport Services for Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet
· Councillor Foster to attend meeting on 3rd November 20010 as Parish Council representative.
107/10  Local Council Liaison Meeting – 4th November 2010
· Councillor Rob Smillie, Councillor Jamie Huntman and Christine Barlow, Parish Clerk, to attend.
108/10 Bowers Bugle – Autumn Newsletter
· Articles being obtained and offers of help to deliver newsletter being sought. Two residents at meeting offered to help deliver. 
· Local business advertising to be procured to help pay for costs incurred in producing newsletter.  
109/10 Next Full Council meeting – 24th November 2010
	
	
	


     The meeting ended at 9.45 p.m.
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