Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet Parish Council 

24 August 2011

MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BENBOW CLUB BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 24 AUGUST 2011 AT 7.30 PM.

Present:
Councillors:
                           
R. Smillie (Chairman):  B. Williams  


                           
B Foster:  J.Huntman: D. Ward:
Officer:
                           
Christine Barlow – Parish Clerk                                                

Members of the Public:    
11 members of the public

	93/11
	Apologies for absence – Councillor Graham Walker  

	94/11
	Declarations of personal and/or prejudicial interest (existence and nature) with regard to items on the agenda. Members of the Council are subject to the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (Sl.2007/1159) (the revised Code) with the additional non mandatory section 12(2)
None



	95/11

	Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda, previously notified to the Clerk. (The maximum time allowed for this item is 15 minutes) 

Note: The Council will firstly hear from Councillors with prejudicial interest who must leave the room immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence. Councillors cannot remain in the room to hear the representations of others. After close of the public participation session, any member having left due to Section 12(2) may re-join the Council. When the Council starts to discuss any item on the agenda, where a member has an interest, the member with that interest must have regard to the Code of Conduct and make the necessary disclosure and where appropriate leave the meeting. 


	(i)
	Concerns were raised regarding continued fly tipping in the narrow roadway which linked the London Road to the new extension of the allotment site and beyond. The Parish Clerk was asked to contact Birse Civils and ask when work on the road was to be completed in this area. 

 

	(ii)
	Residents raised their concerns regarding an application for planning permission to build 16 houses on land on the corner of Clifton Road and Pound Lane. Those residents present considered that they were not against the development of the land, which residents at the meeting felt would be an improvement but the design and number of properties proposed in such a small area of land was likened to a mini estate. 

Councillors considered that the size of the proposed development would constitute over development, damage residential amenity and over dominate. 
The junction of Pound Lane/Clifton Road was already a danger and increased access would increase the problem. Additional traffic flow onto Pound Lane would increase the problem. The current infrastructure of the area could not be sustained and impact on drainage, flooding , parking and traffic on an already busy road. The development would have a significant and adverse visual impact on the area. The photos, included in the application, were not representative of the area. Residents also felt the dialogue in the application was inaccurate and questionable and that consultation, as stated in the application, had not been carried out.   

The Parish Council, as with all planning applications where there were concerns, advised any residents to put their comments in writing to Basildon Council’s Planning Officers. 
Councillors would consider the comments made as part of their discussion on the application during the formal Parish Council meeting. 

	(iii)
	A resident made a request for a rubbish bin to be placed adjacent to the Clifton Road bus stop. The Parish Clerk was asked to make enquiries .She advised the Council that Basildon Council would only repair or replace existing bins and any new ones would have to be purchased by the Parish Council and arrangements be made to empty with a possible charge by Basildon Council. 

	(iv)
	The Council was asked if they had received any information regarding the London Road closure in respect of the junction improvements to Sadlers Farm. The Parish Clerk advised she had received no information regarding the closure , except for that which had been reported in previous minutes  and had been published in the Summer edition of the parish newsletter which was in the process of being distributed to residents.  

	96/11
	Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 27 July 2011- Council to agree minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record by all present and signed by the Chair. 


	97/11



	Clerks Report – Clerk to update on Council business since the meeting held on 27th July 2011.
76/11 Clerk advised damaged dog bin in Westlake Park to be replaced. 
76/11 Essex County Council have asked for more information regarding style and type of signs required. 
83/11 (i) Non receipt of recycling leaflets reported to Basildon Council and residents have now received.  
83/11(ii) Basildon Council Tree Officer had been contacted by the Clerk and made aware of the complaint regarding overhanging trees from Westlake Park. The Clerk was advised that Officer would visit the resident and an inspection will be carried out . The resident will be informed of the action to be taken.   
85/11/1 Parish Councillor vacancy  was advertised until 11th August 2011 notifying residents of their right to call an election. No request had been received by Basildon Council calling for an election. . 
85/11/2 Macmillan Coffee morning 29th September 2011 at the Benbow Club between 10 a.m and 1 p.m.
85/11/2 Email of support sent to Suffolk Association of Local Councils as requested. 

90/11 Adjustments made to bid and first phase now £45,000 with £2000 included as fund raising so far. Phase I only represents junior play area  for completion by 2012. Revised bid to be sent to Veola with Parish council agreement – AGREED by Councillors 
a) Essex County council have inspected properties in Osborne Road affected by internal flooding and surveys prepared and delivered to residents. Councillors also have copies. 
b) Overgrown shrubs on verge at corner of Alpha Close/Highlands Road not responsibility of Basildon Council contractor. Clerk requested to write to resident.   

Emails & correspondence:

· Annual Accounts sent to Audit Commission  to be signed off. 

· Flood Prevention Scheme – Surveys delivered to owners. Meeting to be arranged to meet with Councillors/ Essex county council Flood Prevention Officers and affected residents as a next step. 

· Various agendas and minutes received for meetings.

· July edition newsletter from Essex Association of Local Council. 
· Invitation to join Essex County Council Salt Scheme for 2011. Closing date for applications 1st October 2011. The Council confirmed their wish to join the scheme and Clerk to complete relevant forms and forward to Essex County Council. 



	98/11
	Financial Report – to update the Council on the current financial position. 


	
	Balance of account on 27th July 2011              £12,743.22

Payments credited to account

             £322.50

Payments debited to account

             £254.31 
Balance of account to 23rd August 2011
        £12,811.41


	99/11
	Noticeboards: To agree the style and type of noticeboards to be installed and the location of installation site. 

Councillors discussed and AGREED the type and style of noticeboards to be erected and Councillor Huntman confirmed he would provide the Parish Clerk with the final estimate and details of purchase. The Parish Clerk to apply for external funding. The suggested location for each noticeboard was also discussed and AGREED as: 

Adjacent to the post box in Pound Lane: Adjacent to the bus stop at Clifton Road and adjacent to the bus stop at Ilfracombe Avenue.     

The Parish Clerk to make further enquiries regarding the Planning permission

	100/11


	Road signs - To discuss the response from Essex County Council Localism on style of sign required. 

Essex County Council had responded to the Council’s request regarding replacing road signs that were in poor or dilapidated condition. They had also asked for more information on the type of ‘Welcome to the Parish’ sign that was required. Councillors to pass their suggestion to the Parish Clerk and she would forward the information to Essex County Council Localism Team for a further response

	101/11

(i)


	To review and comment on Planning Applications under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - APPLICATION NO: 11/00752/FULL

Proposed detached garage with pool plant area - The Old Rectory School Lane Bowers Gifford North Benfleet.
No objections


	(ii)


	TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - APPLICATION NO: 11/00784/FULL

Conversion of existing retail unit with s/c flat above into 5 No. one bedroom self-contained flats, incorporating alterations and extensions, together with parking for 10 cars. - 218 Pound Lane Bowers Gifford North Benfleet Essex

The Council did not object to the development in principle, however the Council considered that fewer flats would be a better option and would have less of an impact on the current infrastructure and traffic It was also suggested that any approval of planning should have conditions. 
The area behind the proposed conversion and its future use was of a concern, however, it was understood this was not part of the application and would have to be the subject of a future planning application by the owner.  



	(iii)


	TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - APPLICATION NO: 11/00771/FULL

Proposal to erect stables & amenity building together with 1.2 metre high picket fence, gravel hard standing and access from Grange Road (Revised scheme) - Land To The Rear Of 287 Pound Lane Bowers Gifford North Benfleet
No objections



	(iv)


	TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - APPLICATION NO: 11/00851/OUT

Proposed residential development on land at the junction of Pound Lane /Clifton Road, Bowers Gifford, SS13 2LJ

The Parish Council objected to the application for the following reasons: 
I. Not in keeping with the rural aspect of the area

II. The type and size of the accommodation proposed was detrimental to the area.  

III. The application constituted over development of the area. 

IV. Damage and strain on the infrastructure would be caused . 

V. Impact on flooding issues. 

VI. Increased traffic flow could not be sustained. 

The Parish Clerk to forward Councillors comments on each application to Basildon Council Planning Department. 


	102/11
	Councillor vacancy: Proposals to co-opt to the Councillor vacancy.

The Parish Clerk advised that the appropriate documentation had been posted on the website and the Benbow Club external and internal noticeboards and subsequently no request had been received from residents by Basildon Borough Council for an election to be held.  
The next stage of the process was to advertise the vacancy to co-opt a Councillor for the remainder of the four year term. The closing date for applications was 1st October 2011.
 

	103/11
	Queen Elizabeth II Fields Fund : Update on preparation of draft bid for funding from SITA Trust. 

This item was deferred as Councillor Walker was unable to attend the meeting due to illness. 


	104/11
	Future Meeting dates: To discuss rearranging future meeting dates to the last Wednesday in the month.
The Parish Council discussed the changing of future Parish Council meeting dates to coincide with the last Wednesday in the month. The only variance for this would be the December meeting. All present AGREED to the changes and the Parish Clerk was asked to publish the amended dates. 

The dates were agreed as: 

2011: 28th September,  26th October,  30th November, 14th December . 

2012: 25th January, 29th February, 28th March, 25th April, May 23rd , 30th May 



	105/11
	Date of next meeting: 28th September 2011




5

