

MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT ‘THE BENBOW CLUB’ BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7.30 P.M.
Present:

Councillors:
                           
R. Smillie (Chairman):  G. Walker:   D. Ward:  


                           
B.Foster:   B. Williams:   J.Huntman:  C.Coxhead 
Officer:
                           
Christine Barlow – Parish Clerk
Members of the Public:    
10 members of the public

	14/11
	Apologies for absence - None


	15/11
	Declarations of personal and/or prejudicial interest (existence and nature) with regard to items on the agenda. Members of the Council are subject to the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (Sl.2007/1159) (the revised Code) with the additional non mandatory section 12(2)

None



	16/11
(i)
(ii)

(iii) 

(iv)
	Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda, previously notified to the Clerk. (The maximum time allowed for this item is 15 minutes) 

Note: The Council will firstly hear from Councillors with prejudicial interest who must leave the room immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence. Councillors cannot remain in the room to hear the representations of others. After close of the public participation session, any member having left due to Section 12(2) may rejoin the Council. When the Council starts to discuss any item on the agenda, where a member has an interest, the member with that interest must have regard to the Code of Conduct and make the necessary disclosure and where appropriate leave the meeting. 
A resident commented that Essex County Council had produced a map to coincide with Cycling Awareness Week in February but the map, which included Basildon, Billericay and Wickford did not include Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet. When the resident had queried this fact he had been told that there was insufficient room on the map to include the Parish Council area. The Parish Clerk was asked to make enquires on behalf of the Council. 
Residents expressed their thanks to the Council for taking action to get old dilapidated bus shelters in Pound Lane replace with new shelters. 

A resident advised she was the Neighborhood Watch co-coordinator for the Parish Council area and it was AGREED to include Neighborhood Watch as an agenda item at the March meeting Council meeting.  

A resident asked what the criteria was for the installation of double drop kerbs to a single property. It was pointed out that vehicle crossovers were not the responsibility of the Parish Council but enquires would be made as a point of information. 


	17/11


	To agree the minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 26th January 2011
Minutes of the previous meeting held on 26th January 2011 were accepted as a true record by all Councilors and signed by the Chair.   


	18/11

	Clerks Report :

· Claremont Farm, Burnt Mills Road -  The council have been informed that a temporary stop notice has been served on the owner and other interested parties of the land known as Claremont Farm , Burnt Mills Road with effect from 10th February 2011. The notice remains in force until 10th March 2011. If nothing is done to remove all waste material from the site more traditional enforcement action would be taken which may result in some inconvenience to residents. 
· Sadlers Farm Improvement Scheme – following construction of two new lanes the current traffic management layout will be altered to allow the widening of verges and the construction of two more lanes. A new central pier for the Church Road bridge will be completed during March. Church Road subway was re-opened in January but will be closed again at the end of March for 15 weeks to enable Phase 2 of the work on the subway to be completed. Work to extend the Rushbottom subway will commence at the end of February and will mean temporary closure of this subway for 15 weeks.  Further updates will be included on the Parish Council website over the duration of the construction works. 

· Damaged Vehicle Activation Sign (VAS) Pound Lane – Remedial work to repair the sign had failed and Essex County Council Localism Team had advised that investigations to repair were still ongoing. 

· Flooding – councilors met with Essex County Council Flood Partnership Manager on 11th February and as a result Highways Maintenance contractors will clear and clean drainage system. 
· Bus shelters – work to replace four dilapidated bus shelters in Pound Lane was now under way. 

· Damaged footpath outside No 78 Pound Lane reported to Essex County Council and a request made to install bollards to reduce further damage to the footpath by large lorries delivering to Wiltons Pet Shop. 

· Essex County Council (ECC) Localism Team – all highways issues now go through this central team in the first instance. 

Correspondence:
· Fun Walk – Information was provided on a charity Fun Walk to be held on 22nd May 2011. 

· St Margaret’s church access road – Letter received form the church Warden advising road leading to the church in need of repair as a result of work on the RSPB site. Letter of support sent to Essex County Council on behalf of Council requesting an update. Work is now being carried out to repair road. 
· Letters of appreciation sent to Stephen Metcalfe, MP, Councilor Mo Larkin, Mayor of Basildon and Councilor Ann Blake, Pitsea South East Ward Councillor, thanking them for their support as judges for the logo design for the Bowers Bugle. 

	19/11
	Financial Report – Clerk to present a report to members on current spending to 23rd February 2011.   
· Bank balance as at 23rd February 2011 - £8386.53

· Payments to from 27th January to 23rd February 2011 - £1047.96 


	20/11


	To review and comment on Planning Applications under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - APPLICATION NO: 11/00040/FULL 

Single storey extension to existing garage to rear - 2 Westlake Avenue,   Bowers Gifford, SS13 2JJ 
The Council could made no objections to the application.  


	21/11
	PLANNING APPLICATION DECISIONS under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 ( as amended) 

To advise on recent Planning Application decisions by Basildon Council on applications previously discussed at Parish Council meetings. 

APPLICATION NO: 10/01329/FULL - 218 Pound Lane, Bowers Gifford, SS13 2LB
Permission refused 

APPLICATION NO: 10/01383/TPOBAS - Dover Villa , Bowers Gifford SS13 2JZ
Permission granted
APPLICATION NO: 10/01268 FULL – 203 Pound Lane, Bowers Gifford SS13 2JS
An appeal has been lodged against the decision by Basildon Borough Council to refuse planning permission. 



	22/11
	Westlake Park Project update – to update on progress for funding the project to improve the Park facilities. 
The funding application had been submitted to Veola / Cleanaway Trust but due to the sizable sum requested , the application had been deferred and would be reconsidered, by the Trustees, in the April 2011 round  



	23/11
	Village Fete and Children’s Party – To advise on preparations in connection with the village fete and children’s party to celebrate the wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton on Friday 29th April 2011
Councilors discussed the progress to date. Councilor Huntman was thanked for his success in persuading Tesco to supply the food for the children’s party. 

It was AGREED, by all present, that a contingency fund of £1000 from the Council budget should be set aside to cover incidental expenses in connection with the Fete. . 


	24/11
	School Logo Design Project – To update Members on the competition to design a logo for the Parish Newsletter.  
The open day exhibition was very successful and the standard of children’s drawings was very high. The judges of the competition were Stephen Metclafe MP, Councillor Mo Larkin, Mayor of Basildon Borough, and Councilor Ann Blake. The winning design was by Nicholas Broad, age 11.  Councillor Walker offered to take the winning entry to be digitally enhanced so that it could be reproduced in a printable format. 



	25/11
	Bowers Bugle Spring Edition – To discuss the proposed publication date, content and advertising for the Spring edition of the Parish newsletter.
The deadline for articles is 15th March 2011 where possible.  It was agreed that there would be no restriction on the type of advertising providing the activity was legal. The cost of each advert would be subject to a £25 donation. 


	26/11
	Next Full Council Meeting – 23rd March 2011
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