

Full Council Minutes 9.6.10
MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET FULL COUNCIL MEETING  HELD AT ‘THE BENBOW CLUB’ BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 9th JUNE  2010 AT 7.30 PM.

Present:

Councillors:
       R. Smillie (Chairman)



       C. Coxhead                B. Foster          G. Walker      B. Williams                   

Officer:
       M. Squire – Qualified Acting Clerk

16 / 10 - Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr D. Ward.
17 / 10 - Declarations of personal and or prejudicial interest 

None were declared

18 / 10 - Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda previously notified to the Clerk. 

No members of the public were present

19 / 10 – To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2010.

The minutes were AGREED.

20 / 10  – Clerk’s report.

· The Clerk reported that a £1000 grant has been made available from Essex County Council’s Parish and Communications Officer for the purchase of IT/Communications. i.e. for a laptop. 

· The Clerk is awaiting a reply for the initial insurance quotation for the Parish.

· The Councillors were shown the ‘Clerk’s pack’ as provided by the Essex Association of Local Councils.

· Councillors were invited to attend the Basildon Association of Town and Parish Councils at 7.30pm on the 17th June 2010 at the Billericay Reading Rooms. 

· Councillors were provided with guidelines on ‘declaring interests at meetings’.

· Councillors were provided with Code of Conduct Guidelines.

· Councillors were advised that initial costs (pre set-up of the bank account) can be invoiced to Mr Paul Burkinshaw, Manager Democratic Services at Basildon District Council.  

21 / 10 – To adopt the revised Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007, including section 12(2).

The revised Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007, including section 12(2) was reviewed and AGREED.

22 / 10 –  To review and adopt the draft Financial Regulations.

The draft Financial Regulations were reviewed and AGREED.
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23 / 10 – To provide contact details for the Acting Clerk.

Councillors provided the Clerk with their home addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses. The Clerk explained that members of the public should be able to contact their councillors.

It was AGREED that the preferred method of councillors receiving their agendas would be by e-mail. It was also AGREED that the Clerk would bring a few spare ‘hard-copies’ on the night of any meeting.

24 / 10 – To review banking arrangements.

The Clerk explained that according to Barclays Bank policy, having four signatories as opposed to three signatories would incur charges. Therefore it was proposed by Chairman R. Smillie that he would withdraw as a signatory, which was unanimously AGREED by the Council. The remaining signatories are Cllr. G. Walker, Cllr B. Foster and Cllr B. Williams.

The councillors concerned, duly signed the bank mandate forms which the Clerk would send off to the bank.  These councillors would later need to visit their local Barclays Bank for identification purposes.
25 / 10 – To discuss provision of a noticeboard.

The Clerk reported that Basildon District Council were not able to fund a noticeboard and was awaiting a response from the Parish Co coordinator at Essex County Council.

Whilst two noticeboards were preferable, the Council would adopt one to start with, depending on finances available. A preferable site would be near a post box. The Clerk would provide more background information at the next meeting.

26 / 10 – To review and agree timetable of meetings.

The Clerk explained the significance of the Annual Town Meeting and the Annual Council Meeting and also the importance of a disciplined approach to holding regular meetings at set times, not only for the councillors themselves but also for members of the public. 

Subject to a few date amendments the revised timetable of meetings was AGREED.

27 /10 – To discuss provision of a newsletter.

An initial newsletter is important to give prominence to the new council. Contact points have now been provided and councillor photos can be added in later editions. The first edition would be one A4 sheet and include the timetable of meetings and also local events. The Chairman and Clerk would exchange some draft templates for the initial newsletter.

28 / 10 To review training requirements.

Initially the Chairman R. Smillie would liaise with Cllr Mo Larkins, the Chairman of Basildon District Council who has offered some initial councillor training, free of charge. Cllr R. Smillie would liaise with her and set some dates for training. Further training would be reviewed at a later date.

29 / 10 To discuss arrangements for co option of new councillor.

The Council would like to co opt a new councillor for the vacant position as soon as possible.
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 The Clerk would review and draft co option application wording for early the following week and send to Cllr R. Smillie for review. 

30 / 10 To review future venues for meetings.

It was AGREED that for the time being, future meetings would be held at the Benbow Club.

31 / 10 To discuss future projects.

A number of future projects were initiated:-
· Signposts advertising Bowers Gifford and where they should be placed.

· The problem of litter, particularly along Pounds Lane and which is negatively affecting the appearance around the shops. 

· To procure planting tubs and planting troughs in the vicinity.

· A clean-up campaign and litter-pick.

· To improve parking 

· To implement speed restrictions.

· To implement restrictions on lorries.
The Clerk would provide the contact details of Mrs Pat Roberts from Essex County Council ‘making the links’ who could advise on a website that would be in keeping with general EALC standards/ provide a link to the existing council website.
It was AGREED that in future meeting should aim to finish at around 9.15pm to 9.30pm latest.
The meeting ended at 9.42 pm

Signed 

Chairman

Date

