Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet Parish Council 

22nd June 2011

MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BENBOW CLUB BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 22 JUNE 2011 AT 7.30 PM.

Present:
Councillors:
                           
R. Smillie (Chairman):  G. Walker: D. Ward:  


                           
B Foster:  C.Coxhead: J.Huntman:
Officer:
                           
Christine Barlow – Parish Clerk                                                

Members of the Public:    
9 members of the public

	69/11
	Apologies for absence – Councillor Barbara Williams ( on holiday)


	70/11
	Declarations of personal and/or prejudicial interest (existence and nature) with regard to items on the agenda. Members of the Council are subject to the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 

(Sl.2007/1159) (the revised Code) with the additional non mandatory section 12(2)
None


	71/11

(i)
	Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda, previously notified to the Clerk. (The maximum time allowed for this item is 15 minutes) 

Note: The Council will firstly hear from Councillors with prejudicial interest who must leave the room immediately after they have made their representations, answered questions or given evidence. Councillors cannot remain in the room to hear the representations of others. After close of the public participation session, any member having left due to Section 12(2) may re-join the Council. When the Council starts to discuss any item on the agenda, where a member has an interest, the member with that interest must have regard to the Code of Conduct and make the necessary disclosure and where appropriate leave the meeting. 
A letter had been received from a resident highlighting the condition of the footpaths around Hall Farm and Hall Road. Stating that the footpaths were impassable to walkers. It was understood the paths were normally cleared twice a year. The resident who had written the letter was present at the meeting. The Parish Council AGREED to investigate further in respect of ownership and location.


	(ii) 

(iii)
	Concerns were once again raised by residents regarding the rumoured sale of land within the Parish. The Chair advised that to date the Council did not have any further information and despite inquires there was no evidence to support any plans to build. 
A resident asked if the Parish Council would be involved with Essex County Council policy of switching off street lights. The Chair advised that the new Localism Bill might give Parish Councils more of a say into such matters.  



	72/11
	Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on Wednesday 25th May  2011- Council to agree minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 25th May 2011 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 


	73/11


	Clerks Report – Clerk to update on Council business since the last meeting held on 25th May 2011.

(i) Councillors had received an invitation to an open afternoon at St Andrews Claire House, Pound Lane on 6th July 2011. 
(ii) Councillor Foster and Chris Barlow, The Parish Clerk, had met with Lucy Gosling, Essex County Council Flood Prevention Officer, and visited Uttlesford and the village of Ashdon in North Essex. The purpose of the visit was to discuss preventative measures which had been taken to minimise flood to properties in the village of Ashdon and how these flood defences could be used to protect properties in Osborne Road which had been identified as being affected by internal flooding. The sum of £17,000 had been secured as a grant by Essex County Council, on behalf of the Parish Council, to deal with flooding issues to these affected properties.  
(iii) The Parish Clerk had completed a seven month training course and now has to compile and submit a portfolio of evidence to enable her to obtain the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CILCA)  
(iv) Further concerns had been raised regarding the farm in Burnt Mills Road and residents were urged to report any unusual movements to Basildon Council Planning Enforcement Officers. 
(v) A letter had been received from Victim Support requesting a donation due to grant cuts and asking for an article on the work of the organisation to be included in the Parish newsletter. Councillors felt that they were unable to accede to the request for funding but all present AGREED to the article being included in the newsletter. 
(vi) Letter from Essex County Council requesting information regarding the usage of a Byway from Jotmans Lane, Benfleet to Church Road, Bowers Gifford. The letter stated that an application had been made to open up the route to all traffic.  Investigation subsequently identified the applicant as the British Horse Society who had made a previous application in 1995 which had been refused. The Parish Council were unable to give any information regarding the area identified on the map, but were provided with the information that the track had been used by walkers, cyclist and horses but ad been overgrown for some years. Following a brief discussion the Council did not put forward any objection to the pathway being used for the purpose of the application, providing it was not opened up to more extensive traffic usage.  The Clerk was asked to pass on the council’s comments.  
(vii) Leaflet confirming that with effect from 1st July 2011 the Mobile Library Service timetable for Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet was unchanged. 
(viii) Bus Passenger News- there was no changes to the current Bus Service timetable for Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet. 
(ix) Various Committee minutes were received and were available for information. 

	74/11


	Financial Report – Clerk to present the Parish Council’s Annual Audited Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2011 and to advise on the current financial position. 


	(i)
(ii)
(iii)
	Annual Accounts: 

The Parish Clerk presented a copy of the internal audited accounts statement to the Parish Council (Appendix A)  
The Internal auditor, Heather Hellis, Hellis & Lodge, commented that all financial documentation was in place and fully referenced providing a clear audit trail. 
Financial Regulations and Standing Orders were in place, as were all appropriate payment controls. Satisfactory systems were in control for budgets, incomes, petty cash, insurance and payroll and all necessary requirements for the audit had been met. 

A notice (Appendix B) of the audit and inspection will be displayed on the Benbow Club noticeboard and website. Any person interested in inspecting Parish Council accounts has the right to inspect and make copies of the annual return and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating to the accounting statements.  
For the year ended 31 March 2011 these documents will be available on reasonable notice on application to the Parish Clerk from 24th June 2011 to 6th August 2011. 
A summary of receipt and payments for the financial year 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011 was also presented to the Council as detailed on page 4. 
31.3.10

31.3.11

£

£

0.00
Precept

12,850.00

IT Grant

1,000.00

Donation

300.00

Advertising

25.00

VAT Repayments

0.00

0.00

 

TOTAL RECEIPTS

14,175.00

Agency (Clerks salary)  

1,405.50

Clerks salary (6 mths)

1,789.49

HMRC Clerks Tax

424.40

Insurance

420.09

Affiliations

342.84

Registration

150.00

Training

538.00

Publicity/Printing

689.83

Equipment

503.98

Stationary ( Books) 

77.50

Miscellaneous (Fete)

30.00

Lotteries Licence

40.00

* Petty Cash 

100.00

VAT on payments

50.72

* includes VAT of £15.45 

0.00

 

TOTAL PAYMENTS

6,562.35

Balance as at 31st March 2011

8,055.59

Less un-presented cheques

442.94

0.00

 

Balance c/f as at 1st April 2011

7,612.65

 

 

 

 

The accounts represent fairly the financial position of the Parish Council as at 31st March 2011 and reflect its receipts and payments for the year.
Signed 
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Date

22.6.11

Responsible Financial Officer 

I certify that the accounts were formally approved at the Council meeting on 22nd June 2011.

Signed
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Date

22.6.11

Chairman

The Parish Council approved the Annual Statement of Account and payments and receipt summary for the financial year 2010/2011 and both were signed on behalf of the Parish Council by the Chair, Councillor Robert Smillie.  
Current Financial position: 

Balance of account as at 22nd June 2011 - £12,886.93
Payments: £1209.45
Breakdown: Clerks Wages: ( April) £245.94 ( May) £354.62

Purchase of Printer: £149.97

Affiliation to EALC/NALC: £392.92

Banner : £66.00

Invoice received: 

Village Fete First Aid (St Johns Ambulance) cover cost:  £72.00

Village Fete: The Clerk provided a Village Fete final account to the Council and advised that the profit, before the invoice from St Johns Ambulance was £763.43. However the final overall profit was £691.43

 

	75/11
	Notice of vacancy –To notify Councillors of the procedure for advertising the vacant post of Councillor as a result of the resignation of Councillor Clare Coxhead as advised at the meeting on 25th May 2011. 

The Parish Clerk advised the Parish Council that there was a need for a notice to be issued advising electors of a Councillor vacancy.  If, 14 working days after the notice is published, a request by ten electors for an election is received an election will be held to fill the vacancy. Otherwise, if no such request is received, the vacancy will be filled by co-option.   


	76/11
	Parish Noticeboards – To discuss the current position on obtaining Parish noticeboards as a means of informing residents of Council events and activities. 
· Councillors discussed the need for the Parish Council’s own noticeboards to help publicise events and information to the wider community. 

· It was suggested that the new logo should be incorporated into any permanent facility. 

· Various locations were discussed and the Parish Clerk was asked to seek advice regarding permission to erect. 

· The Parish Council would apply for a grant fund the noticeboards.   

· Councillor Huntman agreed to obtain further quotations. 

Councillor Ward also referred to the need for more dog bins. The Council asked the Parish Clerk to make enquiries on their behalf and update with any response. 
Councillor Ward commented that there were a number of road signs in the Parish that were in a poor condition and confirmed she would identity these and forward the information to the Parish Clerk for a request to be made to the appropriate authority for them to be replaced.  
Councillor Ward also suggested that, as in other areas, a sign identifying the Parish of Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet could be erected. The Parish Clerk was asked to make enquires regarding this type of sign and who would be responsible for installation. 

	77/11
	Clare House, Pound Lane - To inform on the recent visit by Councillors to St Andrew’s Healthcare Essex, Clare House , Pound Lane.
Councillors had visited St Andrews Clare House, Pound Lane, at the invitation of the new director, Alexandra Thurlby on 10th June2011. 
Councillors Smillie, Foster and Williams attended on behalf of the Council.  The Councillors were informed during the visit that many of the service users and staff at the unit were local to the Essex area. The purpose of the visit was to forge new relationships with the local community and open lines of communication to dispel any myths regarding the facility.  The Councillors were informed that the facility was soon to undergo some refurbishment work to improve and update tired décor. Councillor who attended agreed it was a very informative, open and transparent visit. 

	78/11
	Play Rangers Scheme – To discuss taking part in Basildon Council’s Play Rangers Activities scheme during the summer school holidays. 
Councillors discussed the benefits of the scheme run by Basildon Council during school holidays. Following a discussion it was AGREED by all present to defer any decision to hold the activity until 2012. The Parish Clerk was asked to notify the Officer responsible for the scheme of the decision. 

	79/11
	Fun Walk – To update the meeting on Councillors’ participation in the walk on 22nd May 2001 to raise funds for the Westlake Park Project. 
The recent Fun Walk on 22nd May by Councillor Smillie and Foster raised in excess of £600.00 but could potentially raise an additional bonus from the sponsorship offered to organisations taking part. 


	80/11
	Date of next meeting: 
The next meeting is 27th July 2011 at The Benbow Club at 7.30 p.m
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 




Appendix B
Bowers Gifford and North Benfleet Parish Council

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF DATE FOR THE EXERCISE OF ELECTORS’ RIGHTS

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2011

Audit Commission Act 1998, sections 15 and 16
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (SI 2003/533) as amended
NOTICE

1.
Date of announcement 24 June 2011
2.
Each year the annual return is audited by an external auditor appointed by the Audit Commission. Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the annual return and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating to the accounting statements.  For the year ended 31 March 2011 these documents will be available on reasonable notice on application to:


Christine Barlow, The Parish Clerk, 5 Highlands Road, Bowers Gifford, Basildon , 

Essex SS13 2HR

between the hours of 2 p.m. and 4 p.m  on Wednesday only by appointment  by telephone (m) 07758255621 or to arrange an alternative appointment time by telephoning 

(M) 07758255621 commencing on 8 July 2011 and ending on 8 August 2011.

3.
Local electors and their representatives also have rights to:


•
question the auditor about the accounts; and


•
object to the accounts or any item in them. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the council or meeting.
The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose on 9 August 2011 and until the audit has been completed


4.
The audit is being conducted under the provisions of the Audit Commission Act 1998, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (as amended) and the Audit Commission’s Code of Audit Practice.  
Your audit is being carried out by: Audit Commission, 2nd Floor, Aspinall House,
Aspinall Close, Middlebrook, Bolton BL6 6QQ

5.
This announcement is made by Christine Barlow, Parish Clerk
1

