Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet Parish Council 

    24th September  2014

MINUTES OF THE BOWERS GIFFORD AND NORTH BENFLEET
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BENBOW CLUB BOWERS GIFFORD

ON WEDNESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2014 AT 7.30 PM.
PRESENT:
Councillors:
R Smillie (Chair) : B.Foster: N.Tyler: 
In attendance:                       Christine Barlow (Parish Clerk)
Members of the Public:         14
	59/14
	Apologies for absence. Councillor George Guenigault (on holiday) 


	60/14
	Declarations of member’s interest: To receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests, other pecuniary interests or non-pecuniary interests by members relating to any agenda items.
None


	61/14
	Public Forum:  (The maximum time allowed for this item is 15 minutes) 
The beep sound was not working on the traffic lights on the crossing adjacent to the Bus Stop / McDonalds in Pitsea or on the crossing at Sadlers Farm, at the junction of the A130 and B1465. 
Action: Essex County Councillor Keith Bobbin, who was in the audience and Parish Councillor Foster would raise at the next Highways Panel meeting.  
Carolyn Sanderson, Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator, advised there were had been a number of burglaries recently in the area and five of these had been in Osborne Road in previous weeks. It was clear that these had been planned in view of the type of items stolen. Many occurred between 2- 3 am and residents were urged to be vigilant and lock all doors and windows at night and during the day. More publicity was needed to publicise Neighbourhood Watch. 

Action: The Parish Council to help in raising awareness through the Parish Council newsletter and suggested , holding separate meeting to raise the profile of Neighbourhood Watch and get more volunteers.  
Essex County Councillor Keith Bobbin advised concerning a new initiative for Older People called Community Agents Essex. This is a countywide network of agents and volunteers who support older people and informal carers to find and develop independent living solutions from within their local community in later life. A number of partners called Community Champions,  including Age UK , Essex County Council and Neighbourhood Watch, who co-ordinate the scheme. 

Action: Councillor Bobbin to provide the Parish Clerk with the details for information and future reference. 
Essex County Council Youth Service Officers were also present and that there appeared to be a lack of facilities in the area for young people and the purpose of attending the meeting was to introduce themselves and assess how they could help turn this around. They advised they had a Youth Activity bus which they could utilise. If a suitable location could be found and talk to the young people and may be provide some activities. They were also looking for volunteers who could be trained as support workers to help in this task. 
Action: The Officers provided some leaflets to be displayed in the Parish Council noticeboards and the Parish Clerk was asked to liaise with the Youth Officers regarding the Youth Bus and other initiatives. 
Concerns were raised regarding the Old Rectory, Church Road and what appeared to be work to clear the land around the property being carried out. 
Action: The Parish Clerk was asked to endeavour to contact the owners for more information on their long term plans for the property.  

Page Wood, the wooded area at the top of Page Road, was to be auctioned on 1st October. 
Action: The Parish Council would monitor any development proposals in the future



	62/14
	Minutes: To agree the minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 27th August 2014. 
The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the previous meeting and were signed as such by the Chair, Councillor Robert Smillie. 



	63/14
	Policing: Local Police Officers to attend and inform of policing activities for Bowers Gifford & North Benfleet.
Local Police Officers were not in attendance due to their duty rota, however, PC Emma Spurr had sent an email advising that: 

(i) (i) There had been a number of shed burglaries in the area and residents were urged to ensure they were securely locked at all times. 
(ii) (ii) Burglaries were still a concern and residents should make sure all windows and doors were locked securely when out or in bed. Also if properties had a security light installed it was working. 

(iii) (iii) A number of cars had been broken into and car owners should securely lock their cars and not leave valuables on display.   


	64/14
	Parish Clerk’s Report: To update on relevant business and correspondence received since the last Parish Council meeting. 
(i) (i) Item 49/14/2:  The Vehicle Activation Sign (VAS) is now working in Pound Lane. 

(ii) The shrubs have been cut back adjacent to chicane in Pound Lane.
(ii)  A cheque in sum of £369.00 has been collected by Councillors as part of the bonus pot funded local businesses to participants of John Baron’s Annual Fun Walk. 
(iv) Item 57/14: National Grid permission had been obtained to continue with the works to install new Westlake Park gates. 
(v) (v) Notification had been received regarding the Community Resilience workshop – Emergency Planning meeting on 24th October in Felstead from 9.00am to 15.00 pm. Councillors to advise the Parish Clerk of their intention to attend. 
(vi) A letter had been received informing that a planning application by The Gun Public House, London Road, to erect a single story extension to form a new function suite will be heard by Basildon Council’s Planning Committee on 30th September 2014. 
(vii) A letter had been received from Essex Air Ambulance requesting a grant funding. The Parish Council considered this request and AGREED that instead of a grant it would be more beneficial to invite a representative of the Air Ambulance to attend a Parish Council event in the future, free of charge, in order to help with their fund raising efforts.  Action: The Clerk to write to Essex Air Ambulance with the decision. 
(viii) Information on funding opportunities which may support future Parish projects was noted for reference (i) Power of Giving supporting the implementation of flood defences (ii) Sport England small grants for sport projects. (ii) Big Tree Plant – Conservation volunteers planting trees for Free

(ix) A Bus Transport meeting was to be held on 15th October 2014 at the Basildon Centre, St Martins Square, Basildon – Councillor Guenigault has confirmed his attendance.  

(x) An email had been received from a resident which queried the information in the Parish newsletter and supplied by Essex County Council in regard to the Mobile Library Service location and time changes. 
Action: The Parish Clerk was checking the details received from the Mobile Library Service and will provide any update in the next newsletter.  
(xi) Essex County Council had notified of temporary road closures at Sadlers Farm and London Road between 11th September and 16th October overnight between 10 pm – 5 am. 

	65/14
	Finance:  To report on the Parish Council finances since the last meeting on 27th August 2014. 

Balance at Bank 22nd August 2014
£54,521.42
Balance at Bank 24th September 2014
£28,303.63
Payments 
£27,212.64
Credits 
£994.85
Payments
(Fete) St Johns Ambulance                        

£50.00

(Fete) Face Painter

£100.00

(Fete) Sound System

£197.99

Wicksteed Playgrounds(Outdoor Gym)(inc. VAT)        

£21946.33

Wicksteed (Wet Pour Surface) (inc.VAT)                 

£4004.87

(Fete) Marquee Hire (inc. VAT)                  

£360.00

Clerks wages ( Net) inc. Office Allowance 

£553.45

£27,212.64

Credits

Fete Cash

£3.00

Fete Stall holder charge x 1

£12.50

Fete Cash 

£364.85

Fun Walk Sponsorship

£614.50

£994.85

The Parish Clerk was in the process of reclaiming VAT on purchases received to date. 



	   67/14


	Planning: Councillors to review and comment on Planning Application/s under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 – APPLICATION NO: 14/00790/FULL

Siting of single traveller’s pitch – Land west of Burwood, Windsor Road, North Benfleet.

Councillors considered the application and commented that the roadway in Windsor Road was unadopted and properties were in various styles but generally of standard construction and although there was a mobile home adjacent to the site the proposal would not be in keeping with rest of the amenities and it was considered not to fall within the prescribed constraints of infill within the Green Belt within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

In addition the application does not give sufficient information in its content to demonstrate a local or partial need to live on the site or the intended occupation of
the site as it records the applicant as living in Kent.

The Parish Council would therefore raise objections to the application on the grounds that (i) there is insufficient detail within the application to demonstrate need (ii) the applicant does not demonstrate a family connection with the site (iii) the application would be inappropriate infill or use of the Green Belt. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to pass the Council’s comments on to Planning Enforcement Officers at Basildon Council. 


	68/14
	Planning decisions and comments: To receive updates and comments on decisions in respect of planning applications discussed at previous meetings.  
None received. 


	69/14


	Photograph Publication Policy – To discuss the implications of using photographs in any Parish Council publication and consider the implementation of a safeguarding policy. 

The Parish Clerk advised that the Parish Council needed to consider their legal obligations under the Data Protection Act in regard to the use of taking photographs and using these in Parish Council publications, on their website and/or in respect of sharing with third parties. 
The Parish Clerk presented an advice document for discussion. After considering the content of the document Councillors AGREED to accept the advice as presented and to draw up a policy for implementation. 


	70/14
	Westlake Park: To receive an update on the progress of works in Westlake Park and inform on final completion dates of the project.

The Grass Crete to the car park had now been laid and the gates were to be installed and the access road resurfaced the week commencing 6th October. 
There were concerns regarding large lorries turning into the access road and breaking down the wooden edging. 
Action: To have further consultation with Basildon Council on the use of the access road to the Park.  
It was anticipated that 95% of all works in respect of the current project would be completed by 10th October. Following on from this there would be an Opening Event to thank all funding sponsors.  

In order to take advantage of current funding opportunities further consultation needed to be carried out to find out residents views on where money needed to be spent to improve the area whether it is in the Park or elsewhere in the Parish. 
Action: The Parish Clerk confirmed she would include an article in the Parish Council newsletter which was to be distributed mid-November 2014 and the Parish Council would discuss further when results were known. 


	71/14
	Date of next meeting: To confirm the date of the next Parish Council meeting. 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 29th October 2014 at the Benbow Club, Pound Lane, Bowers Gifford at 7.30 p.m.
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