BALC  -  STRONGER THAN EVER!               Newsletter April 2026
     
Join the Braintree Association of Local Councils – representing, uniting, and amplifying the voice of our parishes.

25 Braintree Parish & Town Councils re-joined last year and attended the quarterly meetings held, either via Zoom or in person at Witham Town Hall.

📅 Since September last year, we have had informative presentations from Dom Collins, BDC Head of Planning at BDC, which allowed us to discuss the path of the Local Plan Review, and also Dan Gascoyne, BDC CEO, whose presentation even allowed those present to cross –question him on the merits of the proposed new bin system!
Nicky Joshua, RCCE, also came and spoke on the Biodiversity Initiatives RCCE are helping to promote as well as their free training for such and Community Initiatives, plus their member benefits for other outreach services they provide.

📅 Re-established contact with BDC has meant that BALC has been able to keep up a dialogue about the Code of Conduct training that BDC should provide not only to its Members but also Parish & Town Councillors free of charge.  
It had been hoped this would be scheduled in the New Year, but it appears that this will now be after the May Elections.
BALC will continue to push for this especially to ensure the provision of correct information for councillors concerning  their understanding of declarations of interests.

📅 Four BALC representatives still sit on the Braintree Local Highways Panel as non- voting members. They are from around the district so can understand and explain the importance of schemes put forward by BALC Member Councils.

📅 Two BALC representatives sit on the Executive Committee of the Essex Association of Local Councils
  
The collective action to provide a platform for councils remains important.
BALC facilitates councils joining forces on issues of shared concern — such as opposing contentious planning applications or challenging district-level policies.
Finding out how other councils tackle common challenges, from dealing with developers, and recruiting new councillors to managing volunteers or public consultations, strengthens BALC ‘s commitment to peer learning

 Speakers have been booked for the upcoming Quarterly Meetings.

· Wednesday 22nd April: Harry Hopkins, Charity Manager, & Sarah Dynan, Outreach Officer, Braintree Area Foodbank will speak on their work across the district and recent changes they have been seeing. 
(As it is Pre-Election-Period, our speaker needed to be very neutral…)
· Wednesday 22nd July: Mike Eldred, EALC Chairman, will speak on the support the EALC will be giving to District Associations in anticipation of possible challenges faced as LGR comes into force. He will no doubt detail the professional support the EALC continues to give to Member P&TC’s for their ‘normal’ business, and may cover the expected tasks of forming new parish councils in currently unparished areas.
· Wednesday 25th November: Chief Constable BJ Harrington & District Commander Chief Inspector Martin Richards have agreed to speak on key areas that members would like them to address.
 
📢 Make Sure Your Parish Has a Voice
Your council’s involvement strengthens our collective voice – and gives you direct access to the people who make decisions that affect your community.
Whether you’re facing planning frustrations, highways issues, or just want your council to be heard –
 BALC is here to help.

➕ Join Today To join, simply agree that your Council will pay the Subscription due per enclosed invoice
 If you have any questions, please email balc.clerk@gmail.com.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Unfortunately, BALC is unable to offer last year’s reduced rate; the yearly subscription due April 2026 is £50 


Let’s continue to build a stronger network of parish councils across the Braintree District – together.
