BALC IS BACK — AND STRONGER THAN EVER!               Newsletter July 2025
     
Join the Braintree Association of Local Councils – representing, uniting, and amplifying the voice of our parishes.

After a tough few months dealing with illness and changes in our leadership team, BALC is back in action – re-energised and ready to support local councils across the Braintree District.
We already represent 50+ parish councils, but only 26 are currently signed up members. 
If your parish isn’t one of them, this is the perfect time to join us!

Special Offer – Half-Price Membership
To welcome new and returning members, we’re offering a 50% discount on subscriptions for the rest of the year – just £24 per council for the remainder of 2025.

Why Join BALC?
	•	Quarterly Representatives’ Meetings – up to two councillors per parish welcome
	•	Top-level guest speakers at every meeting. Our upcoming meetings will include invited guests such as the local MP, offering a chance to raise local issues directly with decision-makers.   Past speakers include:
· The Chief Constable
· The Leader of Braintree District Council
· The Head of Planning at BDC
· The Chair of the ECC Highways Panel for Braintree
  These officers prefer to engage with BALC as a collective voice, rather than speaking to parishes one by one.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	•	Hybrid format – Meet in person at Witham Town Hall, or join via Zoom.
	•	Representation: BALC has FOUR seats on the Local Highways Panel and TWO seats on the Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) Executive Committee, ensuring your voice is heard where it matters.
	•	Collective Action: We provide a platform for councils to join forces on issues of shared concern — such as opposing contentious planning applications or challenging district-level policies.
	•	Peer Learning: Find out how other councils tackle common challenges, from dealing with developers, and recruiting new councillors to managing volunteers or public consultations.

📅 Next Meeting: 17th September 7.30pm at Witham Town Hall   (Agenda published 2nd September)  

Speaker: Dom Collins, Corporate Director at BDC
Agreed Topics:   Devolution – What it means for your council. Could it bring more local power and more funding?
Local Plan Review – What stage has this reached?
These are vital topics for all parish and town councils – don’t miss the chance to be part of the conversation.

Dan Gascoyne, BDC CEO, will speak to BALC on Local Government Reorganisation on a BALC Meeting on Tuesday 4th November at 7.30pm

📢 Make Sure Your Parish Has a Voice
Your council’s involvement strengthens our collective voice – and gives you direct access to the people who make decisions that affect your community.
Whether you’re facing planning frustrations, highways issues, or just want your council to be heard –
 BALC is here to help.

➕ Join Today To join, simply agree that your Council will pay the Subscription due per enclosed invoice
 If you have any questions, please email balc.clerk@gmail.com 
Let’s build a stronger network of parish councils across the Braintree District – together.
