President’s speech 2025
This year, as ever, has gone really quickly. Was it really a year ago since we had the discussion in this room about giving monies to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in school and other projects? Tempus fugit. Its that time f year again when I give my report on the year past. In some ways it has been a sad year, we lost one of the oldest members of the FPA in Michael Ardron and one of the younger talented members of the Alumni in Lindsay Benson at just 50 years old. We also said goodbye to one of the former members of staff, Phil Ward. 

Being President for more than one year has brought a sense of understanding and direction in which the FPA is moving. Following last year’s AGM when we listened to those present, we have given monies to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award for new equipment. The DofE is a very worthwhile organisation in today’s climate as it helps pupils to become self-reliant, independent and encourages teamwork. As part of this initiative I visited school and gave some training on mapping for the silver expeditions. It was also decided at last years AGM that a plan be set up to create a Dragon’s Den to encourage members of the school to pitch for monies from the FPA. We feel that this will help the school and the pupils as it is hoped to develop soft skills in business.

The FPA needs to develop if it is to survive were many other schools FPA have been lost. During Covid I decided that it was my duty to keep the FPA, School and Alumni communicating and set up the newsletter (The Bainesian) and the website both have survived and are still operating but it is difficult as it is a one man band. I need more contributions from the former members of the school both old and new. 

This year saw members of the FPA take part in the School’s newly formed Golf Society Competition. This shows a collaboration between the school and the FPA. However we need more members to take part in this.

This year the school stove off the threat of academy status which to some is a blessing and to others a curse. If the school had become an academy then the FPA would have been retained and its assets safe. 

Last year we had a number of social events. The Christmas lunch, the Midsummer lunch (formerly the St George’s Day lunch) were well attended and everyone enjoyed themselves. Great food and a great atmosphere. The Summer BBQ was a great success too and the weather although cool was dry (although wet in the morning) and as always the food prepared by the Bamber family was great – especially the trifle. Thanks go to the Bamber family for hosting this again. 

However the Annual Gathering is going through a bad patch and we are going to have to think carefully about this in the future. Numbers are down again and even though we have made changes it does not seem to attract the same numbers as the other events. I am reluctant to remove it from the calendar hence some discussions are needed. We changed the format to make it less formal and moved it later in the year and earlier in the afternoon as well as changing it into a hot buffet, but I feel more is needed if it is to survive. 

The FPA over the past year has grown with 3 new members. Some of which are younger people. We need to keep the FPA growing if it is to survive and this means engaging with the younger members.  Remember younger members are our future.  I would like to thank the members for sticking with it and staying strong. 

I would also like to thank the Clare Docherty and the school staff for all their help and support over the past yea and for allowing us to use the James Baines Room for the meetings and the archive storage. I would like to thank the FPA committee for all their support over the past year. 

I don’t like singling out individuals as we are all in this together and work as a team, however I would like to thank one man who has encouraged me throughout this Presidency and has given me the words of encouragement to stick with it especially at the start of the process when the FPA could have folded, that is the late Mike Ardron. He will be sadly missed.

I would also like to thank Fred Vickers for his work on the accounts and for all his support this year.

I would also like to thank Paul Bamber who works hard for the FPA and hosts the BBQ as well as looking after the Christmas and Midsummer dinners. 

And thanks to Muriel Ryding for all her support over the year. 

And what of the future? As the school has settled down now and knows its own future I thought that the FPA / Alumni and the school should engage more to help in collaboration, support and engagement for all parties.  We tend to do this informally at the moment but it needs a lasting commitment from all sides. This will help to promote both the school and the FPA / Alumni.

We will continue to give an over-arching objective of support to the school and promote its success as we work together in the future.
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