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Bainesô Brief Lives 
 

Foreword 

 

In the late 1690ôs the writer and scientist John Aubrey wrote a number of biographies about his 

friends, it was called Aubreyôs Brief Lives.  This book of óbriefô lives relates to the Boys and 

Masters of Baines School who fought in the Great War.  In 1919, the school magazine, the 

Poultonian, featured a sentence about the Boys and Masters and how they should be 

remembered and that should be in a book called óBaines and the Great Warô.  It has taken over 

100 years to fulfil this and tell their stories but this book bears testament to them.   

 

As with many of the older schools Baines School has a War Memorial for both the Great War 

and the Second World War.  I thought during the Covid-19 lockdown that I would write a brief 

backstory on those boys that did not return from the Great War.  This became longer and longer 

as I included those that were wounded in the War, then those that were imprisoned and then 

realised that I had to include all those Boys and Masters that fought in the War and returned.  

There were 308 boys noted in the archive of the School although during the writing of this book 

others have come to light.  The School magazine, published a roll of honour showing all the 

boys and masters that were in WWI, however on reading the magazine I realised that many 

were missing but had been reported in the magazine.  Some boys who were at the school 

before Thomas Whittington was Headteacher were also missing from the list.  The list of the 

War dead is also affected in the same way and two extras were located during research. To the 

best of my knowledge the list is complete but as this is a working document readers may know 

of others missing from the lists or other errors.  This project has taken longer to research and 

write than the duration of World War I.  

 

The schoolôs War Memorial are unique in that they include all those boys (it was a Boyôs school 

at the time) that died as a result of the World Wars.  A national or town memorial only lists those 

that died in conflict.  Therefore, there are a few listed on the memorial that appear on no other 

National or Town War Memorial. Included on the War Memorial in school were those Boys that 

were sent home and died as a result of injuries.  Some institutions like banks had their own 

private War Memorial so some Boys could appear on these.  

 

As for the name Brief Lives, this can be read one of two ways.  For those that fought and died in 

the World Wars or for the backstories of those Boys and master that fought. 
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Much of the school archive from the World Wars have been lost in the past 100 years.  There is 

mention in the school magazine, the Poultonian, of a collection of photographs of every boy that 

fought in World War One, sadly this has been lost.  The school magazine received letters and 

photographs from the Old Boys but the magazine only published part of those letters received 

with many of the originals being lost.   

 

I am indebted to Baines School for access to the War Memorials and the Poultonians.  The 

book is based on material on the School War Memorial and the school magazine; the 

Poultonian.  However, there may be errors and omissions in the information listed as it is very 

difficult to check every fact.  But where possible I have tried to check all information given.   

Added to this, during the Second World War many of the national records from WWI were lost in 

the blitz and this has hampered progress.   

 

Unlike other books this is a working document and if you have any more information then please 

contact the author. 

   

This book is dedicated to all those Old Boys and Masters that fought in World War I. 

 

Many of the images in this project are from the National Archive.  All other images permission 

has been asked for and granted. 

 

 

David J Astall 

President Baines School Former Pupils Association (2019-24) and Secretary Baines Alumni   
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The Books 
It was proposed in January 1919 that the school produced a book called, ñBaines and the Great 

Warò.   To the best of my knowledge that book was never written, which was a shame as the 

school then had many of the original letters and photographs.  They had a photograph of every 

boy who attended the school and fought in the Great War. This book and the Second World War 

books are the culmination of that idea. 

 

As these books are online it is hoped that other stories and facts can be added as well 

extending this project in future to include those that died in more recent conflicts.  It is a book 

where the lives of these Old Boys are fascinating and gives a social history of the lives of those 

that fought for this country. 

 
Two of the books relate to the names on the School War Memorials, the third is slightly different 

in that it gives an insight to those Boys that corresponded with the school in the Second World 

War. 

 
Book 1 ï gives information about those Boys that are named in the Book of Remembrance.  

Added to these names are some of the back stories of those Boys that fought and survived the 

War, those that were wounded and those that were prisoners of war.  Many of the national 

records of those that fought were lost in WWII during the Blitz.  It has to be remembered that 

450,700 civilian and military British personnel did not return after WWI.  20,000,000 people died 

in WWI, with 21,000,000 injured worldwide. 

 
Book 2 ï gives information about the 71 Boys that gave their lives in World War II and are 

remembered on the School Reading Desk. 

 
Book 3 ï the correspondence from the Old Boys to the Poultonian Magazine that gives some 

insight to their lives in WWII. 

 

Volunteering and Conscription 
 

Many people believed that the men that fought in the Great War did so through volunteering, 

this correct to a point but in 1916 a policy of conscription was introduced.  Prior to this millions 

had volunteered to fight on the western Front, some were willing volunteers and others went 

along for the ride. Similar recruitment problems faced the British army to those that had 

emerged during the Boer War. One of the major problems during the Great War was public 

health.  Many of those that volunteered shwed alarming results following medical examinations.  

2.5 million men had to be given medical examinations before being allowed to fight.  Med were 

graded II or III for fitness but by 1918 only a quarter of those examined were either II or III.    

 

In the Second World War all abled bodied men of fighting age were conscripted to either the 

fighting force or the pits. 
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Digitising the items from the School Magazine, the Poultonian 

 
This seems a simple task, but it is quite time consuming.  Firstly, every Poultonian needs to be 

read to find information and correspondence from the Old Boys relating to the wars.  Prior to this 

all the Poultonians had to be scanned and digitised and I thank Robert Wright, Former Pupil for 

doing this. 

 
So, each paragraph is then highlighted, copied and pasted in a document, for example: 

This is from the April 1942 magazine1. 

 

 
When it is copied and pasted this is the result (and this is one of the good ones!).  You will 

notice the original page is slightly skewed therefore the Optical Character Recognition software 

reads it differently. 

L.A.C. A. Palmer suggests an alteration to the motto of the 

R.A.F. in his letter (8/1/42)."We have a very busy time here, 

he writes,"twelve hour shifts, one week days, one week mg s, 

and very little time off. But I am not grousii^. Ă . f^ 

per nil sed Lahore"is his suggestion for the R.A. . ( ^ on 

let Mr. Rawes or Mr. Asfell see it! ) 

 
Using the original copy, the corrections need to be made and the paragraphôs layout changed to 

match the rest of the document.  If other information is needed to be checked then itôs a visit to 

the Internet to search and add details. 

 
The result is the corrected paragraph: 

 

L.A.C. A. Palmer suggests an alteration to the motto of the R.A.F. in his letter (8th Jan 

1942)."We have a very busy time here, he writes, "twelve-hour shifts, one week days, one week 

nights, and very little time off. But I am not grousingò ñAd astra per nil sed labore" is his 

suggestion for the R.A.F. (But donôt let Mr. Rawes or Mr. Astell see it!). [Translation: To the stars 

through nothing but hard work.  That actual motto of the RAF is: Per Ardua Ad Astra, which 

means Through adversity to the stars]. 

 

Then onto the next paragraph. 

 
1 Image scanned from the Poultonian 
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Finding the war dead 

 
Sometimes it is quite difficult trying to find the information about the Old Boys that died in the 

world wars and takes a bit of searching, this can produce good results or not as the case may 

be.  First of all, it cannot be assumed that all the Boys were born on the Fylde, that makes it 

more difficult to find them, also records can sometimes be incorrect, even the official ones.   

 
Letôs take an example: 

 

Arthur Pope 

Private in the Royal Engineers during WWI.   

 

This is all we know about Arthur. 

 

As I could not find his name in the Royal Engineers database, I had to carry out an electronic 

search on the 22639 members of the Royal Engineers who died in the Great War.  This meant 

downloading the database and searching for óPopeô; only to find that the military records we had 

on Arthur were incorrect and he wasnôt a Royal Engineer.   

 
Now there is an issue as 700,000 died in WWI and to go through them all would be very difficult.  

So another tack is used, the Rolls of Honour.  The lists of people that died in the War and then 

match these to the name and rank, hoping the rank is correct.  Eventually after three hours I had 

found him in De Ruvigny Roll of Honour.  This is the correct Arthur Pope as he was educated at 

Baines Grammar School.2 

 

 
The listing is now complete and can be added to the document. 

 

 
2 Scanned from De Ruvigny Roll of Honour 
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Finally 

 

These documents are gleaned from information from a large number of resources therefore 

some of the information may be incorrect.  Where possible this has been reported and changes 

asked to be made.  However, if you find any errors or information that you need to add then 

please contact me. 

 

David J Astall 

 

 

  

 

 

No known copyright restrictions on any of the material used.   
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Introduction to Book 1 

 
Baines School is probably unique in the way that it kept the boys of the School and parents 

informed about those members of the School community who were fighting in the War.  During 

the Great War the School sent out the school magazine to all the Boys to keep them informed 

about what was going on at home and in return the Boys sent letters back to the school to let 

them know how they were getting on, many of these letters were censored by the war office.  

The School was acting like any other family keeping everyone informed.   

 

In the second world war the School sent Christmas parcels to each and every Old Boy serving 

in the Forces, at one time this was over three hundred, no mean feat!  These correspondences 

give an insight into life at the front line and the contents of the letters from the Poultonian in 

World War I will form part of this book. As more letters were sent in World War Ii then these 

together with the Poultonian reports will form part of the Second and Third Books in this series. I 

suggest in books 2 and 3 that they are dipped into as some of the accounts can be quite 

harrowing, more so than in the World War I book.  

 

The School War Memorials list all those Old Boys and Masters who fought in the Wars and died 

as a result of the conflicts.  This would include those that were injured, and were sent home to 

die, and those boys that died before getting to the battleground, something the Town Wwar 

Memorials do not list. The War Memorials are now housed on the back wall of the school hall.  

The panels of the WWII war Memorial were moved from the reading desk to the back wall of the 

School Hall.  It is hoped that the blank panel in the School Hall can be used by those past Pupils 

who have died whilst in the services post-WWII. 

 
The School War Memorials are unique in another way in that they contain names of all the Old 

Boys serving in conflicts ranging from one who was possibly at school for less than a year to 

others that had many generations at School.  The boys listed on the memorial will be on 

different town War Memorials.  At least one Old Boy does not appear on any other War 

Memorial as he had been discharged from the army before he died, a matter of a few months, 

so the School War Memorial becomes very important in recording his death.  After WWI the 

School started its Book of Remembrance, which covers 1914 to 1919, as some OBs died after 

the end of the War, from their injuries.  After WWII due to the tireless efforts of Mr Rawes a 

Memorial Reading Desk, still in the school hall, and its panels on the back wall, was bought and 

the names of the fallen added. 

 

So why produce this document and why now?   

 
In 1919 the school magazine wrote that those Boys that fought in the Great War should be 

commemorated in a book.  After 100 years I thought it was high time that this book was written 

before the information is lost for ever.  

 

It is over 100 years since the National War Memorials were set up and the Royal British Legion 

was formed.  The School Reading Desk was officially unveiled in in 1953, nearly 70 years ago 

so it seemed a fitting epitaph to commemorate these events.  Also, the names of the fallen, on 

these memorials are just names, unconnected and soon they will be forgotten.  Reading their 

backstories has revealed some fascinating facts that need to be kept in the School archive.  The 
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tales of heroism and tragedy need to be reunited with those Boys.  Therefore, I felt it was time to 

put this omission correct and write about them, so that future generations can see the family of 

Baines that we lost.   

 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

 

The Last post and Reveille   
Have you ever wondered what the last Post and Reveille actually mean at the Armistice Service 

in November?  The Last Post signifies Good Friday and death of Jesus Christ and the Reveille 

the Resurrection. 

 

About the author 
I am not going to blow my own trumpet but as with the names I thought I would add my 

backstory.  I am not an historian, I was an ICT teacher, teaching for 25 years at Baines School.  

Prior to that I was at Colchester.  Having lived for nine years in Colchester, a large garrison 

town steeped in military history from the time of Boudica and the Romans to modern times I 

became very interested in military history.  My father was an officer in the RAF Military Police, 

stationed in Egypt and my grandfather was one of the lucky ones in the Somme who survived 

the War but returned home with injuries, which ended his war before the end of the conflict.  

Those injuries could well have saved his life.  He had fingers blown off when an incendiary 

bomb exploded near the trench he was in, the soldier in front of him took the blast and was 

killed, my grandfather lost fingers on his right hand and could not hold a rifle and was 

discharged from the Royal Engineers.      

 
Since leaving the School I helped develop the Baines Alumni and became its Secretary, and 

during the Covid Pandemic 2020-2024 I was President of the Former Pupils Association.   I 

produced the monthly newsletter for the Alumni which contained a great deal of history of the 

School and its former pupils, therefore this document seemed like a natural progression.    

 

Having always been interested in history I decided that those former pupils who died in the 

World Wars needed more than just a name in a book or on a memorial, their stories needed to 

be told before they are forgotten for ever. 

 

As a technologist and author (of technical books) I had all the items I needed at hand to 

translate the scanned Poultonians and search the internet for information. 

 

The motto of the Royal British Legion is óService not Selfô.  This is my service to the families of 

the School to tell the stories of their ancestors and the service they gave to help make the world 

a safer place. 

 

David J Astall 

January 2023 
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Baines and the outbreak of The Great War 
Ever thought you might be in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Philip Wood, a former pupil at 

the school was with a party of friends touring France during August 1914 when the Great War 

was declared.  On the day War broke out they were in Paris, now you are probably thinking 

thatôs easy, jump on a train and get back to England as soon as possible. One small problem 

lots of others had had the same idea.  The only way was a 14 day hike to Le Havre.  Baines 

initiative.   

 

The first Old Boy to die in the Great War 
Squadron Sergeant-Major Swarbrick.  He died in November 1914 in the Egyptian conflict. 

 

An Anomaly 

The schoolôs War Memorial lists all those boys and masters killed in the great war. Unfortunately 

this is not quite the case.  Boys that attended school before Thomas Whittington was the 

headteacher are not listed3 unless they were related to boys in the school and therefore would 

be known.  This resource therefore may increase in size if other members of the school are 

found that were before Whittingtonôs time.  

 

  

 
3 This was possibly due to the registers in the school which were a little sparse.   
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COMMERATION 

For past and present 

For the Old Bainesians that fought in the Great War 

Written in 1917 

 

Comrades who beyond our borders 

Own our sacred name of home, 

Whom one Captain ranks and orders 

Wide howeôer his soldierôs roam. 

 

Brothers once and always brothers, 

Long as heart of youth is true, 

And afar the fair Boon-motherôs 

Shadow falls beloved of you. 

 

We that watch your faithôs achieving 

From this home where faith upgrew, 

Count the truth of our believing, 

Truer by the deeds of you. 

 

From beside your hearthstone olden, 

From the altar where ye kneed, 

Lo of time or distance holden 

Brave we send our prayers afield. 

 

Where ye sorrow, unforsaking 

These shall at your side ascend, 

And their breath on bosoms aching, 

Be the whisper of a friend. 

 

Where ye wander, these are near you. 

Where ye labour, these shall yet 

With the hopes all holy cheer you 

And forbid that ye forget. 

 

Taken from the school magazine, the Poultonian. 
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Book 1 

 
World War I 

 

The names, ranks and regiments listed in the book are those referred to in the 

Poultonian Magazine and on the School War Memorial.  However from time to time 

boys move regiments or are promoted and this may not be recorded. 

 

Some of the information used in this resource was published in the Poultonian 

magazine.  These references came from letters, which were censored by the military, 

reports of visits to the school and family members and reports from other boys in the 

school. 

 

The Old Boys War Memorial 
The war memorial was set up by subscription with £40 of the proposed cost being raised by the 

Boys in the school.  As we can see it was a collective effort with ideas coming from the Old 

Boys about what it should look like.  

 

The School hall houses the Book and Monument for Remembrance for all those Boys and Staff 

who died in The Great War.  The Monument contains names of those who died from 1914 to 

1919 but as you will see from the following pages this should be 1914 to 1920. 

 

I am indebted to the work carried out by Former Pupil, Robert Wright on the schoolôs Book of 

Remembrance where Robert has listed each of the war dead that appear on the school War 

Memorial.   

 

Many of the National War records were destroyed or damaged during the Blitz therefore it has 

been quite challenging at times to find the information required to complete the book.  This book 

also includes, and this I feel is unique, the names and some back stories of those that fought 

and returned. 
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Those Boys and Masters that died in the Great War 

Royal Navy and Merchant Navy 

 

 

William was the only member of the RN to die in the Great war in the School 

 

Name: William Moss 

Serial No.: 17316DA 

Rank: Deck Hand 

Regiment: RN Reserve 

Service: 

Date of death: 25th Sept 

1917 

Age: 33 

Where born/lived: Born in Fleetwood on 18th 

Dec 1893.  Married to Annie who lived in 

Fleetwood. Prior to joining the Navy, he was a 

Fisherman. 

Cemetery: Plymouth Naval War Memorial. Devon 

Notes: Killed in Action on HM Trawler ñJames Seckarò. The 

óJames Seckarô, Admiralty trawler, disappeared W of Bay of 

Biscay.  The James Seckar was a steam driven minesweeper. It 

was built in 1917 and was sunk by torpedo from a German 

submarine. 123 were on board of which 16 died.   

 

 
War memorial notice 

 

 

 

 

  

Service record 

Notice: war memorial 

HMS James Seckar 
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Army 

 
 

Name: Frank Ashworth   

Serial No.: 41081 

Rank: 2nd Lieutenant 

Regiment: 1/4th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. (Territorial)  

Service record: Corporal in the Training Reserve 3rd Battalion 

Promoted to 2nd Lieutenant from Corporal 

Date of death: 29th July 1918 

Age: 23 

Where born/lived: He was born in Bolton in 1895 then lived at 43 Livingstone Road, 

Blackpool with his mother Mary-Anne and his siblings. 

Cemetery: Tyne Cot Memorial, West-Vlaanderen, 

Belgium, panel 108 to 111 

Notes: Originally, he was with the 73rd TR Batt., 

(attached to Lancashire Fusiliers).   He died of 

wounds in the battle of Gallipoli and Dardanelles 

and is buried where he fell at Zonnebeke, 

Arrondissement Ieper, West Flanders (West-

Vlaanderen), Belgium.  The battalion had just returned to the Western Front that month 

from Salonika in Bulgaria. 

 

Frank wrote to the Poultonian on May 13th, 1918, from France, two months before he 

was killed: 

 

óIôve just been out a month.  We had ten deep in the line on my joining this battalion, and 

that was a good kick-off. Our first morning we had to go over the top from the support 

line to the front line, losing in our company about twenty men.  During the whole period 

in the line, we lost about forty men and no officers, although the officer causality 

averages about one per day.  My complete kit has gone.  I have only met one person I 

know out here so far.  He was my old Sergeant Major in the Lancashire Fusiliers.  There 

is a rumour that we are leaving the North and proceeding down South. We were 

opposed to Jerryôs latest push, and we didnôt half draw it across him.  We were on a 

crest in support and could see him about 1000 yards away, sending platoons over in 

single file at various intervals, and massing for an attack down in the hollow.  By Jove! it 

was better than grouse shooting.  Yesterday, I heard from someone that Larry had been 

wounded.  I donôt know whether it is true, but I sincerely hope it isnôt. I hope you are all 

as well as I am, I never felt fitter.ô     

 

War Memorial panel at Tyne Cot 
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Service record 
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Name: Charles William Atherton 

Serial No.:106351 

Rank: Lieutenant 

Regiment: 187th Special Company, Royal Engineers. 

Formerly 250th Royal Warwick Regt.  

Service record: Lieutenant although on the War 

Memorial it is listed as Corporal. 

Date of death: 25th Sept 1915 

Age: 21 

Where born/lived: Son of William Henry and Hilda of 

Ivy House, Hanwood, Shrewsbury.  He was born in 

1894 in Yockleton, Shrewsbury, Shropshire and was a boarder at the 

school. 

Cemetery: Loos Memorial Pas de Calais France panel 4 and 5. A 

memorial is placed in Hanwood Church in Shropshire  

Notes: Killed in Action at the Battle of Loos in France in a gas attack.  

The memorial in Hanwood Church is an eagle lectern in brass.  
 

187th Special Company, Royal Engineers 
This was created to counter the attacks from the Germans using Chlorine Gas 
against defenceless French troops in the Ypres Salient.  

The British decide to use gas in the attack at Loos, 25th September 1915 
The British Army employed poison gas for the first time in the opening barrage for the Battle of 

Loos, principally to overcome a shortage of artillery. All ranks were issued with the original 

pattern gas helmets, but the battle and weather conditions at Loos 

proved them to be a severe hindrance (the eyepieces prohibited vision 

and movement; rain caused chemicals in the fabric to run out and irritate 

the eyes, and breathing was difficult). Many men chose to discard the 

helmet. 

 

The Battle of Loos took place from 25th September to 8th October 1915 in France on the 

Western Front. It was the biggest British attack of 1915, the first time that the British used 

poison gas and the first mass engagement of New Army units. The French and British tried to 

break through the German defences in Artois and Champagne and restore a war of movement. 

Despite improved methods, more ammunition and better equipment, the Franco-British attacks 

were largely contained by the Germans, except for local losses of ground. The British gas attack 

failed to neutralize the defenders and the artillery bombardment was too short to destroy the 

barbed wire or machine gun nests. German tactical defensive proficiency was still dramatically 

superior to the British offensive planning and doctrine, resulting in a British defeat. 

 

When the battle resumed on the 26th Sept, the Germans had recovered and improved their 

defensive positions. Much of the barbed wire, in some places 30 ft deep, remained uncut and 

the British had used their stock of chlorine gas. British attempts to continue the advance with the 

reserves were repulsed. Twelve attacking battalions suffered 8,000 casualties out of 10,000 

men in four hours. The British preparatory bombardment, which amounted to desultory fire for 

War Memorial Panel at Loos 

War memorial 
inscription 
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about twenty minutes apparently inflicted no casualties. German machine gunners reported 

being "nauseated" from the sight of so many corpses (20,000) and ceased firing so that the 

British could retreat with their wounded.  

 

 
Soldier's effects 
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The Barnes brothers Harry and William 

 

Name: Harry Barnes 

Serial No.: 11683 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 6th Battalion, Kings Own (Royal 

Lancaster Regiment)  

Date of death: 7th Oct 1915 

Age: 23 

Where born/lived: Son of Cllr Samuel and 

Martha Barnes of the Royd, Bispham. Born at Todmorden  

Cemetery: Alexandria (Chatby) Military and War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt, Grave 

D98 

Notes:  At the start of the war he was stationed at Tidworth, Andover.  The 6th Battalion 

was the first of Kitchenerôs New Army.  They sailed to Alexandria on 13th June 1915 

then onto Mudros by the 4th July to prepare for a landing at Gallipoli.  The company 

arrived at ANZAC Cove on 3rd ï 5th August and from there to Sulva Bay. The battles at 

Gallipoli took place in August but Harry died of his wounds in Mesopotamia, Egypt 

therefore, we can assume that he was hospitalised. 

 

Before volunteering for the Great War, he worked for the Lancashire and Yorkshire 

Bank (now Barclays), Blackpool.   

 
The name on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Bank Monument 

  
Notice for the war memorial 

Lancashire and Yorkshire Bank  

WW1 Memorial 

  

6th Bn on the battlefield 

Soldier's effects 
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Name: Will (Billy) Barnes 

Serial No.: 680259 

Rank: 2nd Lieutenant  

Regiment: ñAò Battery, 26th Brigade, Royal Feld Artillery 

Service: British Army Bombardier 1302 Royal Field Artillery 

Promoted to Corporal 

Promoted to 2nd Lieutenant. 

Date of death: 2nd Nov 1918 

Age: 24 

Where born/lived: Brother of Harry Barnes, who by the time of Willôs death had moved 

to Lynton, Layton Lane, Blackpool then moved to Bispham.  He was an 

engineer/surveyor at Thornton Urban District Council.  At the start of the war, he was 

training at the Territorial Force and was mobilised to France.  As with his brother he was 

born in Todmorden. 

Cemetery: Quérénaing Communal Cemetery, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.  

Grave A11 

Notes: Attended the Officer Cadet School, Exeter.  He fought with Brigadier-General 

Toppingôs Boys and was wounded on August 13th, 1916, on the Somme.  The injuries 

were to his back caused by an exploding shell.  He was in the No2 Military Hospital, 

Manchester.  He was promoted to Bombardier in 1916.  He died in Quérénaing, Nord, 

Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France of his wounds. 

 

 
Service record 

 

 
 

[The Barnes family Samuel and Martha were hard hit in the war and post war era, losing 

not only their sons Harry and William but their daughter s Kathleen who was a member 

of the Army Education Corps. She died at Imtarfa. Malta on the 26th November 1927 

aged 31. She is buried in Plot 1 Row 2 Grave 1. Imtarfa Military Cemetery, Malta.] 
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Name: Benjamin Barrow  

Serial No.: 11917 

Rank: Lance Corporal 

Regiment: 1st Battalion.  

Coldstream Guards 

Date of death: 15th Sept 1916 

Age: 23 

Where born/lived: Son of John Joseph and Frances Ellen 

Barrow of Wigan.  He was born in Wigan.   

Cemetery: Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France 

Notes: Killed in action in Lers-Courcelette, France.  

This battle was the first in which tanks were used, though on a 

limited scale. The three Coldstream Battalions attacked in line. The attack started badly 

with machine-guns opening up on the flank. Many officers were soon killed, and the 

Guards Division became two groups of mixed units. 

Seeing the confusion, Lt Col J V Campbell of the 3rd 

Battalion rallied this mixed bag of men with his hunting 

horn and overran the machine-gun positions. The 

attack was carried forward and took the German 

trenches. Colonel Campbell then led the 2nd and 3rd 

Battalions on towards Les Boeufs but they came under 

heavy artillery and machine-gun fire. A second call on 

the hunting horn rallied the troops and they took the next line of trenches where they 

consolidated as they were far in advance of the flanking British Divisions.  

 

 
Soldier's effects 
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Name: Alfred George Bennett  

Serial No.: S/10898 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 6th Battalion (Service). The Buffs (East 

Kent Regiment) 

Date of death: 7th Oct 1916 

Age: 25 

Where born/lived: Born in Mistley near Ipswich in 

Essex in April 1891 and lived in Catford in Kent.  He was a 

boarder in the school.  
Cemetery: Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France Pier and Face 5D 

Notes: On 10th June 1916, during a training exercise in Fleselles 

he was admitted by field ambulance before being transferred to hospital.  He re-joined 

his unit on 4th July 1916.  He died at the attack of Rainbow Trench in France on 7th Oct 

1916.  He was one of 2209 that died in WWI on that day.   

 

  
Pages from his service record 

 

 

Soldier's effects 

Panel at Thiepval 
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Name: Reginald Blackhurst 

Serial No.: TS/2073 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 1st/5th Bn. Kings Own (Royal 

Lancaster Regiment)   

Date of death: 16th April 1915 

Age: 21 

Where born/lived: He was born in 1894.  His parents owned the Crown Hotel on Dock 

Street in Fleetwood however by 1911 the family lived and worked at the Golden Ball in 

Poulton. 

Cemetery: Ypres (Ieper), Arrondissement Ieper, West Flanders (West-Vlaanderen), 

Belgium Menin Gate, Panel12. 

Notes: Killed in action in France and Flanders, at the 2nd battle of Ypres, Belgium.  He 

died a year after enlisting. 

 
Pages from the service record 

 

 
Soldier's effects 

 
 

 

 

Names on the panel at Ypres 
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Name: George William Hubert Blakeway 

Serial No.: 5364 

Rank: Sapper 

Regiment: 8th Field Company Engineers, 

Australian Imperial Army.   

Date of death: 21st March 1920 

Age: 31 

Where born/lived: Born in Pendleton, 

Lancashire in 1889 before moving to 

Blackpool. In 1912 he emigrated to 

Australia.  He married in 1917 in Australia. 

Cemetery: CofE Cemetery, Randwick, 

Sydney 

Notes: Not much can be reported about George Blakeway as he enlisted in Australia 

and was discharged from the Army therefore did not appear on a Town War Memorial.   

 

On 27th Oct 1917 at the second battle of Passchendaele at Ypres, he received injuries 

from a 10-inch shell to his left leg, which was shattered. He also received several 

wounds to his right leg, head and right eye.  He did not die on the battleground and 

therefore was discharged following this.  On 21st March 1920 he contracted 

Tuberculosis (TB) whilst on active service in Abyssinia.  I am unsure why he had 

volunteered a second time with injuries as bad as his.  He was discharged again and 

died in Australia. 

 
A page from his enlistment papers 

 

 

 

  

Australian Imperial Army 
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Name: Leonard James Bowman  

Serial No.: 37251 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 9th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers, (formerly 4308, 

Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeomanry) 

Date of death: 2nd Dec 1916 

Age: 27 

Where born/lived:  He was born in 1889 in Blackpool.  In 1901 

he was living on Lockwood Avenue, Poulton with his parents and 

eight siblings.    By 1911 he had moved to Newport, Wales. 

Cemetery: Contay British Cemetery, Contay, Somme, France 

Notes: He died of wounds from the Battle of the Somme in 

France 

 

 
Soldier's effects 

  
Service record 

 

The Battle of the Somme ï first day 

Ovillers-La-Boiselle On the next spur north of La Boiselle, the fortified village of Ovillers 

was the centre of fierce and protracted fighting from 7th to 15th July in which the 2nd  

and 8th South Lancashires and 8th and 9th Loyal North Lancashires, all in the 25th 

Division, played a prominent role in capturing the ruins from the Prussian Guards. 
 

Final phase 

On 15th September a renewed British offensive was launched to clear the last German 

strongpoints on the high ground and to break out towards Bapaume. This attack was 

Image of his own gravestone 
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supported by the first ever appearance of tanks, two of which were dug out of the mud 

by the 1st/4th South Lancashireôs during the action known as Flers-Courcelette. 

 

Meanwhile, 2nd and 8th South Lancashires and 8th and 9th Loyals were involved in 

operations to clear the northern end of the Thiepval Ridge, in particular successfully 

storming the Stuff and Regina trenches there on 21st October in the battle of the Ancre 

Heights. On the 18th October the 1st East Lancashires, who had only recently returned 

to the Somme, attacked at Le Transloy through ña vast lake of mud, pitted with shell-

holesò, losing all the officers, warrant officers and senior NCOs of the assaulting 

companies and a total of 362 other ranks, while on the 23rd October the 2nd East 

Lancashires captured and held German positions near Guedecourt. 
 

Further north, near Beaumont Hamel, 8th East Lancashires and 10th Loyal North 

Lancashires attacked side by side on the 15th November in the battle of the Ancre, but 

failed with severe casualties. The final act of the Somme offensive opened on 18th 

November, when the three 7th Battalions assaulted the village of Grandcourt in appalling 

weather. Winter now brought an end to this terrible battle, in which the men of the New 

Army had most worthily maintained the reputation of the Lancashire regiments for 

invincible determination, cheerfulness and gallantry. 
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Name: Alfred Bromley 

Serial No.: G/2158 

Rank: Serjeant 

Regiment: 8th Battalion. Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 

Service: He was deployed to France on 31st Aug 1915 as a Lance 

Corporal before being promoted to Serjeant 

Date of death: 18th Aug 1916 

Age: 21 

Where born/lived:   

Cemetery: Thiepval Memorial, Somme. Part VI, Department de la Somme, Picardie, 

France. Grave pier and face 5D and Fleetwood Memorial Park and (Methodist) 

Churches of Wesley and Elm Street plaque. 

    
Newspaper report in the local paper and the panel at Thiepval. 

 

 
 

Notes: He had been at the front since 31st August 1915. Prior to enlistment he had 

been at the Admiralty.  During the War he served in France and Belgium.  He was shot 

through the head and killed instantly at the attack South of Waterlot Farm in the 

Somme, trying to get back to the trench.  Alfred led the platoon in a successful attack on 

a German trench where many prisoners were taken. Alfred died instantly and was 

buried where he fell.  
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Service record 

 
 

His brother James Henry Bromley was a member of the Kings 15th Royal Rifles.   
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Name: William Brooke 

Serial No.: 201201 

Rank: Corporal 

Regiment: 1st/4th Battalion Kingôs Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 

Date of death:  20th Sept 1917 

Age: 28 

Where born/lived:  Born in Robertown, Liversedge, Yorkshire in 1889 before moving to 

Blackpool.   

Cemetery: Tyne Cot, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, Panel 18 to 19 

Notes: He joined in February 1915 and went to France in July 1916. He was killed in 

action, by a shell bursting at the 3rd Battle of Ypres: Battle of the Menin Road Ridge.  

His death was instantaneous. The night before he died, he gave his watch to his friend 

and asked him to take it back to his parents in case he did not survive the battle.  His 

brother Irvine Brooke of the DGA was badly gassed and was sent to the convalescent 

home at Squires Gate. 

 

 
 

 
Service record 
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Name: Joseph Herman Preston Brown 

Serial No.: 50324 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 2nd Battalion Prince of Wales's 

Volunteers (South Lancashire) Regiment 

Date of death: 14th April 1918 

Age: 19 

Where born/lived: Born in 1898 in Fleetwood.  

His father was a bank manager in Fleetwood with 

Joseph becoming a bank manager also.  His 

mother died in 1905 (41) and his father in 1907 

(42) therefore Joseph and his siblings went to live with his uncle and family on Beach 

Road in Thornton.    

Cemetery: Ploegsteert Memorial, Hainaut, Belgium Panel 6 and 7. 

Notes: The Battle of the Lys, Flanders. Operation 'Georgette' is the second German 

Spring Offensive. Three British Divisions hold off 13 German divisions inflicting crippling 

loss in a series of officially recognised óbattlesô: 12th to 15th April, Hazebrouck; 13th to 

15th April, Bailleul.  
 

Before military service he was employed by the Midland Bank, where he is 

commemorated in the Midland Bank War Memorial at Head Office.  He was killed in 

action as part of the German Spring offensive. 

    
Service record       Soldier's effects 

    

Bank Memorial 
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Name: John Gordon Cameron 

Serial No.: 241659 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 5th Battalion, Kingôs Own Royal Lancaster Regiment 

Date of death: 30th Nov 1917 

Age: 24 

Where born/lived: He was born in Bellshill, Lanarkshire on 1st Oct 1894.    

Cemetery: Abbeville Communal Cemetery, Somme, France Plot IV E 16 

Notes: The family moved to Old Red Bank, Hesketh Avenue, Bispham. He enlisted on 

20th Dec 1915.  Prior to this he had been a Master in the school.  He had been sent to 

France on 14th July 1916 with the Expeditionary Force.  He visited the School on leave 

in 1917 and the Poultonian wrote that he was very cheery.  He wrote a field card on his 

return to France however he died of his wounds at Cambrai, France on 30th Nov 1917.  

He was buried at Epehy in SW Cambrai. 

 

The officer commanding the company had been wounded so the 2nd Lieutenant took 

command.  Only 40 men were left at the post, and they had come under heavy attack 

from the Germans.  They held the position for 24 hours and John had given valuable 

help.  Of the lewis gun team John and two others were all that remained but held their 

position to the last.  He was shot through the lung and his death was instantaneous.  

      

    
Service record     {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ 

 

 



Baines School Wartime Memorial Project 
 

32 

 
 

The Battle of Cambrai was also known as the First Battle of Cambrai and Schlacht von 

Cambrai. It was followed by the biggest German counterattack against the British 

Expeditionary Force (BEF) since 1914. The town of Cambrai, in the département of 

Nord, France, was an important supply centre for the German Siegfriedstellung (The 

Hindenburg Line) and capture of the town and the nearby Bourlon Ridge would threaten 

the rear of the German line to the north.  
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Name: Edward Wallace Cardwell  

Serial No.: 72032 

Rank: Gunner 

Regiment: 14th Battalion Heavy 

Artillery Group, Royal Garrison 

Artillery 

Date of death: 3rd Jan 1917  

Age: 23 

Where born/lived: Born on 17th Sept 1893 in Marton and lived 

in Blackpool.  

Cemetery: Longueval Road Cemetery, Somme, France. Plot 

J14.  

Notes: Killed in action in France.  The inscription on his grave 

reads: GOD IN HIS LOVING CARE WILL GUARD OUR 

LOVED ONE LYING THERE. 

 

Pages from his service record 

 
 

 
Service records 
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The Cleator brothers Charles and Rowland 

 

Name: Charles Frederick Cleator   

Serial No.: 99400 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 146th Company Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 

Formerly service number 33592, Royal Own Lancs. Regt. 

Date of death: 18th Nov 1917 

Age: 19 

Where born/lived: See notes below. 

Cemetery: Tyne Cot Memorial West-Vlaanderen 

Belgium 

Notes: He had just returned to the front in Flanders after being 

in hospital with trench fever.  Both his brother Rowland and 

their other brother, James were in the action.  Rowland died but James was only 

injured.  Charles was killed in action from shelling and buried where he fell in 

Zonnebeke, Arrondissement Ieper, West Flanders (West-Vlaanderen), Belgium  

   
Panels from Tyne Cot 
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Charles Frederick Cleator was born in 1898 in Fleetwood, the son of James and Sarah 

Jane Cleator.  

 

In 1901, Charles was living at 33 Adelaide Street. Fleetwood with his parents, two 

brothers and two sisters. Charlesôs father, James was a local income tax collector and 

his mother, Sarah Jane was a baby linen dealer.  In 1915, the family lived at 21 Lord 

Street in Fleetwood. 

 

He enlisted in Fleetwood and served in the Western European theatre of war. He 

served first in the Royal Lancashire Regiment No 33592, then in the Machine Gun 

Corps (infantry). 146th Company No 99400.  On 18th November 1917 he was killed in 

action in Belgium, age 19. 

 

He is commemorated at Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, 

Fleetwood Memorial Park and Wesley and Elm Street Methodist Churches, Fleetwood. 

 

Charlesôs brotherôs, James Radcliffe (1895-1980) and Rowland Bleasdale (1896 ï 

1917) also enlisted in the armed forces. James served in Royal Field Artillery and 

survived the war and married Elma Goldsbrough in 1927 and died in 1980 in Durham. 

Rowland served in Royal Garrison Artillery and was killed in action on 11 July 1917. 
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Name: Rowland Bleasdale Cleator   

Serial No.: 112990 

Rank: Gunner 

Regiment: 303rd Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery 

Date of death: 11th July 1917 

Age: 20 

Where born/lived:  

Cemetery: Vlamertinghe New Military Cemetery, West-

Vlaanderen, Belgium 

Notes: Before the war he was an assistant collector of 

taxes, the same career as his father.  He was killed in 

action by fragments of shell in Flanders at the battle of 

Passchendaele.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rowland Bleasdale Cleator was born in 1896 in Fleetwood, the son of James and Sarah 

Jane Cleator.  In 1915, the family lived at 21 Lord Street, Fleetwood.  
 

He enlisted at Fleetwood on 11th December 1915 and served in the Western European 

Theatre.  
 

He was buried in Vlamertinghe New Military Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium, and 

commemorated in Fleetwood Memorial Park and the Wesley and Elm Street Methodist 

Churches, Fleetwood. 
 

Rowlandôs brothers, James Radcliffe (1895-1980) and Charles Frederick (1898ï1917) 

also enlisted in the armed forces. James served in Royal Field Artillery and survived the 

war and married Elma Goldsbrough in 1927. Charles served in Machine Gun Corps 

(infantry) and was killed in action on 18th November 1917 
 

  

Report from the local newspaper 
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Name: Arthur Reginald Coope  

Serial No.: 64640 then 70536 

Rank: Corporal 

Regiment: Welsh Regiment then 1/4th Bn. Royal Welch Fusiliers 

Date of death: 7th May 1918 

Age: 19 

Where born/lived: Born in 1899 in Kearsley, Bolton before 

moving to Blackpool after 1901.  

Cemetery: Niederzwehren Cemetery, Hessen, Germany Plot 

IV.E.11 

Notes: He was wounded in both legs and was sent to Ohrdruf (Wolfis), Landkreis 

Gotha, Thüringen, Germany.  This was used as a POW concentration camp during 

WWI and contained 20,000 prisoners.   

 

He had the chance to escape but decided to stay with his chum who was badly 

wounded and could have bled to death had Reggie (who was assisting him to staunch 

the bleeding) left him.  

 

 
 

 
Service records 

 

 

Gravestone St Stephen's 
Churchyard, Kearsley 
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Name: Leonard (Jimmie) Coulston 

Serial No.: 5313 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 25th Bn., Australian Infantry, Australian Imperial Force 

Date of death: 7th Feb 1917 

Age: 20 

Where born/lived: Born on 4th Nov 1896 in Blackpool but moved to 

Australia.  His father, Corporal W N Coulston of the Duke of 

Lancasterôs Imperial Yeomanry, died at Faberspruit in service of the 

Queen in May 1900.  He died when 

Leonard was 4 years old as a result 

of this attended Baines School as a 

boarder with his brother John Noble 

Coulston.  He signed up in Brisbane, 

Queensland, Australia.  

Cemetery: Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont III K7 

Notes: He sailed from Brisbane to Plymouth from 3rd Aug to 18th Oct 1916 on the A.50 

ñItonusò.  Having disembarked the ship sailed into the Mediterranean Sea and was sunk 

by German U-boats near Malta in Dec 1916.   On 14th Dec 1916 he sailed to France 

from Folkestone on the SS ñQueen Victoriaò before joining his Unit in France on 18th 

Dec 1916.  On the 7th Feb 1917 he was killed in action and buried where he fell at Le 

Sars, near Butte de Warlencourt, France.  This was reported at HQ on the 10th Feb 

1917.     

   
Gravestone       A50 Itonus 

25th Battalion  

In the first half of 1917, the AIF's heaviest fighting took place in France, at the second 

battle of Bullecourt.  All armies were struck with disease outbreaks in the extremely cold 

months of January and February ð especially respiratory illness (eg colds, bronchitis) 

and rheumatism. The ANZAC Corps helped to patrol the front over winter. The men 

noticed the Germans withdrawing to the newly constructed Hindenburg Line. The 

Australians soon realised the enemy had retreated to this heavily fortified and strongly 

defended position. 
 

Signing up papers 
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Name: Thomas Crook   

Serial No.: 34505 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 12th Battalion Highland Light Infantry Formerly 

G.S./9058, Res. Cav. Regt. 

Date of death: 25th Jan 1917 

Age: 22 

Where born/lived: Born in 1895 in Inskip with Sowerby in 

Lancashire before moving to Kirkham. 

Cemetery: St Sever Cemetery Ext. Rouen, Seine-Maritime, 

France 

Notes: He was sent to Scarpe, France to fight in the trenches 

but was admitted to hospital in Rouen with pneumonia, of which 

he died on 25th Jan 1917.   
 

 

 

  

St Peter's Inskip with Sowerby 
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Name: Edward L Davies 

Serial No.: 21983 

Rank: Driver 

Regiment: 2nd Field Sqdn., Royal Engineers (Field Company Regiment) 

Date of death: 27th Dec 1917 

Age:  

Where born/lived: Born in Wigan 

Cemetery: Tincourt New British Cemetery, Somme, France 

Notes: Died of wounds in the Somme 

 

 
 

 
Service records 
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Name: Frank Emsley 

Serial No.: 33846 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 1st/5th Bn., Kingôs Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 

Date of death: 30th Nov 1917 

Age: 22 

Where born/lived: Frank Emsley was born in Leeds in 1895, the son of 

Arthur and Sarah Eliza Emsley. In 1901, Frank was living in Headingley 

cum Burley in Yorkshire with his parents.  The family then moved to 

Chaucer Road, Fleetwood. In 1911, Frank was living as a 

boarder at 14 Maclise Road, West Kensington, London. He was a 

boy clerk in the civil service.  He was shown as a Civil Servant 

(Inland Revenue) on CWGC certificate. By Feb 1916 he had 

moved back North to Preston.   Frankôs half-brother was George 

William Musgrave, who became an assistant schoolmaster.   

Cemetery: He is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, 

Louverval, Departement du Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France, 

Panel 3.  Fleetwood Memorial Park and Wesley and Elm Street 

Methodist Churches, Fleetwood.  

Notes: He enlisted at Preston and served in the Western 

European Theatre.  On 30th November 1917 he was killed in 

action in France.  His sergeant wrote: ñFrank would be 

greatly missed as he was always such a willing and cheerful 

soldier.  He fought like a hero.ò  

 

 
Service records 

Panel at Cambrai 

Newspaper report 
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Name: Hermann (Herbert) Grossman 

Serial No.: 60246 

Rank: Gunner 

Regiment: 28th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison 

Artillery  

Date of death: 5th Sept 1918 

Age: 25 

Where born/lived: born in 1893 in Manchester.  

He enlisted in Blackpool. He lived in High St, Blackpool for a time.  His parents Herman 

Gustav and Clare Elizabeth Grossman were Jews and lived in Bolton. He was their only 

son.  

Cemetery: Ligny-St. Flochel British Cemetery, Ligny-Saint-Flochel, Departement du 

Pas-de-Calais, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France PLOT IV. B. 19. Jewish Roll of Honour 

Notes: Died of Wounds at the clearing station in France.  He had been dangerously 

wounded in the neck on 4th Sept., while at his gun.  He changed his name to Herbert 

possibly due to a German name.   

 

 
Soldier's records 
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Name: Harold Hartt 
Serial No.: 11568 (Manchester 4th City Batt)) 11515 

(Liverpool) 

Rank: 2nd Lieutenant  

Regiment: 7th Bn. (Territorial), The Kingôs (Liverpool) 

Regiment 

Service: Serjeant then Acting Warrant Officer Class 2 

in the 4th then 19th Manchester Regiment. He rose from 

Private to Sergeant in five months. Then he moved 

regiments to the Liverpool Regiment and was promoted 

to Second Lieutenant.  He was promoted Company 

Sergeant-Major for Gallantry. 

Date of death: 5th May 1917 

Age: about 18 

Where born/lived: Born in 1893 in Glasgow before 

moving to South Shore, Blackpool.  In 1911 he was a 

Salesman at a calico printers warehouse 

Cemetery: Viamertinghe Military Cemetery, VI. K. 1. 

Notes: He travelled to France in 1914.  He was promoted from Private to Sergeant in 

five months.  He wrote in the Poultonian in 1916 that he was 

ôrestingô in a cottage on the bank of a principal river in the 

North of France (Carnoy4, Somme).  Resting meant lectures, 

practising night attacks and touring a pied.  This rest period 

was for two months.  The action that followed was near 

Montauban; two miles through the German lines. Sir Douglas 

Haig, of poppy fame, was in this advance.  They went into the fight with 3,500 men and 

500 returned.   

 

Harold has a near escape when in charge of his platoon when a 60lb cannister 

containing high explosives blew him into the traverse of a trench, wrecked his dug-out 

and destroyed all his kit.  As the force of the explosion twisted sheets of iron, smashed 

beams and covered him with a shower of sandbags, old iron and rocks, his escape was 

miraculous.  This was on 23rd July 1916 in which two of his friends were wounded and 

one missing.  Harold was reported missing for 12 hours being surrounded by enemy 

trenches, but when nightfall came, he escaped with five others.  In acknowledgement 

and gallantry due to men falling to the left and right of him, taking the German trench 

and in the face of enemy fire.  He helped hold the ground from counterattacks and 

received special commendation from the Colonel and the Brigadier-General.  This 

resulted in his being promoted to Company Sergeant-Major for gallantry.   

 

 
4 Carnoy was completely destroyed by the Germans on July 1st,  1916. 

Service record 
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The night before Harold was killed, he had written to W A Jolly to thank him for 

contacting Conn Mackey and passing on Haroldôs details.   

 

 

He was killed in Action at the Battle of Passchendaele which became notorious for 

conditions that transformed the terrain of shell holes and trenches into a quagmire of 

mud. They were in action at the Menin Road Bridge. 

 

The official war diary records that he was killed by a sniper in the trenches at Railway 

Wood, Ypres. Mentioned in battalion war diary, on p57 of the PDF WO 95_2927_1.  

This can be found in the National archive. 
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Name: Frank Blakely Highman 

Serial No.: 2/1924 

Rank: Driver/Gunner/Sapper 

Regiment: Samoan Advanced and 11th Battery, 3rd Brigade, NZ 

Field Artillery, NZEF (HQ staff) 

Service: Served with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force. He 

served in Samoa with the NZ Field Engineers 

Date of death: 20th June 1917 

Age: 21 

Where born/lived: Born in Fleetwood in the first quarter of 

1896. Christened in Fleetwood on 17th April 1896.  He moved in 

1901 to Pilling then to Thornton.  His parents moved to Lyall 

Bay, Wellington NZ.   

Cemetery: Messines Ridge (NZ) Memorial, Mesen, Arrondissement Ieper, West 

Flanders (West-Vlaanderen), Belgium, 13808699 

Notes: He joined up on August 5th, 1914.  After several months in the Samoa campaign 

with the NZ field artillery he returned to New Zealand.  After a short training in the 

artillery, he was sent to Egypt.  On the 12th January 1916 he was reported to have 

jaundice.  In April 1916 he was then sent to France and served as an observer.   

 

Embarkations: WW1 HMNZT 1 or HMNZT 2 Vessel was Moeraki or Monowai, New 

Zealand Field Artillery, Samoan Advance Party  

WW1 from Wellington, New Zealand to Suez, Egypt  

 

HMNZT 26 Vessel was Aparima, 5th Reinforcements.  

 

 
Frank left Wellington NZ 13 June 1915 aboard HMNZT 26 Aparima bound for Suez, Egypt 
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Panel at Messines Ridge (NZ) Memorial 

He was killed in action in France and buried where he fell.    
 

The New Zealand Artillery served with the New Zealand Division on the Western Front 

for the rest of the war, fighting at Messines and Passchendaele in 1917, against the 

Spring Offensive.  In 1917 and 1918, the 2nd (Army) Brigade served as a movable 

artillery unit under British command. It fought at Messines (June 1917) and Nieuport 

(JuneïDecember 1917).   

 

On the 2nd June 1917 the Batteries laid down a concentrated barrage on Messines and 

over the following days continued barrages on trenches and other enemy positions. In 

the dark hours of the morning of the 7th June all along the front line the troops waited for 

the subterranean cataclysm that signalled of the start of the Battle of Messines. Under 

Messines Ridge miners and sappers had dug tunnels and filled them up with tons of 

explosives and at 3:10 am the detonator switches were triggered, and the earth erupted 

into pillars of fire and earth, instantly killing the thousands of German troops. Over the 

following days the Batteries moved forward and laid down barrages in support of the 

Infantry. On the 17th the men moved to the wagon lines at Nieppe, France where they 

rested and undertook equipment maintenance. 

 
 

 

 

  



Baines School Wartime Memorial Project 
 

47 

Name: Jack Hirst 

Serial No.: 250380 2152 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 6th Bn. Manchester Regiment 

Date of death: 25th Jul 1917 

Age: 22 

Where born/lived: Born in Oldham in 1895.  He died in 

Christchurch, Hampshire 

Cemetery: Bournemouth East Cemetery, R. I. 153. 

Notes: Jack died of Dysentry in Bournemouth following an 

operation.  His father had visited him two days before his 

death but could not return in time.  He was invalided home in 

May 1917 and sent to the Southern General Hospital in Bristol.  He had been with the 

Egyptian Expeditionary Force in Palestine.  He contracted an illness in Gallipoli and this 

had flared up again.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
Service records 

Jack's gravestone 



Baines School Wartime Memorial Project 
 

48 

Name: Tom Hartley Howarth   

Serial No.: 406089 

Rank: Second Lieutenant 

Regiment: 59th Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 

Date of death: 6th Dec 1917 

Age: 19 

Where born/lived: Born in 1898 in St Annes before moving to 

Blackpool.   

Cemetery: Le Cateau Military Cemetery, Le Cateau-Cambresis, 

Departement du Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.  There is a memorial to him at St 

Thomas Church, Caunce St., Blackpool. 

Notes: Joined up in Grantham. Moved to France and joined 

20th Division, 3 March 1916. In March 1917 he was resting for a 

couple of weeks in a French village about 40 miles behind the 

lines.  In his letter to the Poultonian he regrets missing the 

speech day but hoped to be at the next one where there was 

planned to be a big re-union.  

 

On 30th Nov 1917 he is recorded as being badly wounded in the 

head and missing at Cambrai Front in Ypres.  He never 

regained consciousness and died of his wounds at a POW 

camp in Limburg, Westphalia. He was two weeks short of his 

20th birthday.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The German counter attacks (30 November ï 3 December) 

These battles were phases of the Cambrai Operations 

After moving on 23 November to Etricourt, preparatory to taking over the line at 

Gouzeaucourt, orders were relived for the Division to switch to the northern flank of this 

operation, to relieve the Guards Division at Bourlon Wood. This took place on 29th 

November, with Divisional HQ going into huts at Trescault. On 1st December, many 

casualties were sustained from German shellfire which preceded an enemy infantry 

counterattack. This was beaten off by the Division. During the day, 470 Field Company 

RE, which was marching to the area of Gouzeaucourt, found itself caught up in the 

Tom's gravestone 



Baines School Wartime Memorial Project 
 

49 

German advance in that area. Fighting as infantry, it assisted in the defence of the area 

until the Guards Division counter attacked and retook Gouzeaucourt. 59th Division was 

ordered to withdraw from Bourlon, which it did successfully, taking up a position at 

Flesquieres.  
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Name: Harold Iddon   

Serial No.: 51539 

Rank: 2nd Lieutenant  

Regiment: ñDò Bty., 173rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery  

Service: Acting Serjeant, Royal Army Medical Corps then 

Second Lieutenant Royal Field/Horse Artillery D Bty, 173 Bde 

Date of death: 23rd Aug 1918 

Age: 20 

Where born/lived: Born in Preston in 1890 

Cemetery: Penwortham (St Mary) Churchyard D/173 Bd 

Notes: He was a former Science Master of the school and was 

the son of R Iddon of Penwortham.  He attended the University of Liverpool. He died in 

the London Hospital having being wounded on 27th April 1918.  He had been in 

Boulogne Hospital since that time, making good progress towards recovery.  His 

parents received a letter on the 10th August 1918 stating that he was no longer seriously 

ill.   He was moved to the London Hospital on 18th August 1918 and was reported to 

have had a good journey.  However on the 21st August he had an attack of vomiting, 

collapsed from the weakness and had heart failure on the 23rd August.   

 

He had enlisted in 1914 and had passed all the exams in the Field ambulance service to 

reach Sergeant Major (1st Class).  He transferred to the RFA in 1917.  He had been in 

France since July 1915. 

 

 
 

 

  

Panel at Penwortham 
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Name: Charles Pratt Johnson 

Serial No.: 1491 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: British Medical Expeditionary Force in 1/5th Btn., 

Manchester Regiment 

Date of death: 7th Aug 1915 

Age: 21 

Where born/lived: Born in 1894 in Fleetwood 

Cemetery: Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery, Gallipoli, 

Çanakkale, Turkey, I. E. 11 

Notes: 6th May 1915 Landed at Gallipoli and transferred to the 127th Brigade of the 42nd 

Division. The Division was involved in attempts to break out of the Helles bridgehead 

The Battle of Krithia Vineyard; an unsuccessful attempt to divert Turk attention from a 

large British landing.  
 

'I shall be home for Christmas': was the final heart-breaking letter from Charles who 

never came home. He wrote it whilst serving with the British Medical Expeditionary 

Force in Gallipoli.  He was tragically killed in action just nine days after sending it.  
 

The letter, written to his younger sister said that he was looking forward to having 'a jolly 

nice time' at Christmas, and enclosed a poppy picked from no man's land while snipers 

shot at him.  Charles promised that he would be home for Christmas, but his family 

never saw him again. 
 

Here is the full transcript of the letter: 
 

ñMy Dear Mamie, 

Just a few lines to wish you Many Happy Returns of the Day. I am sorry I cannot send 

you anything along, but I have picked a flower in the dead of night on that space 

between the trenches they call No Man's Land. I hope you will treasure them. I was 

sniped at many a time, going out for them but with lying flat & crawling I managed to get 

them. Never mind Mamie I shall be home for Christmas I hope we will have a jolly nice 

time. I must close now 
 

With heaps of love, Your affectionate brother 

Charlieò 
 

A letter sent to his mother from the War Office on 30th November 1915 said that she 

would receive four pounds, four shillings, and three pence (around £400 today) as 

settlement. Charles, who lived in Manchester, is buried at Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery 

in Gallipoli, Turkey. 
 

His sister Mamie who the letter was written to become a schoolteacher and lived to the 

age 89, passing away in 1993.  

  



Baines School Wartime Memorial Project 
 

52 

Name: William Dixon Johnson 

Serial No.: 485076 

Rank: Rifleman 

Regiment: 12th Battalion City of London Regiment (Kensington) (ñThe Rangersò) 

Service: Signed up in 1915 for 

the Inns of Court Officerôs 

Training Corps serial no.: 35076 

Date of death: 27th Aug 1917 

Age: 34 

Where born/lived: Born in 

South Shore, Blackpool in 1883 

then moved to Crompton to work as a clerk in a cotton mill. His father was not living with 

the family in 1891 in Poulton, where he lived with his mother and grandparents, then an 

uncle in 1901.  He married on 20th Aug 1906 in Crompton. William was injured at the 

Battle of Langemarck at the German Retreat. William died at home in Brighton of his 

wounds.  Presumably he had been injured in France and returned home, where he died.   

Cemetery: Crompton Cemetery 

Notes: He left school at Christmas 1898.  He was 

attached to  the Inns of Court OTC.  Due to him 

dying at home he is not listed on the 12th Battalion 

War Memorial or listed as one of the war dead, 

therefore the Baines Memorial is the only mention 

of him. 

 

It will be difficult to ascertain when he was injured 

as he was discharged, and this would have taken 

some time.   

 

 
Soldier's effects 
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Name: Norman Kemp 

Serial No.:  

Rank: 2nd Lieutenant  

Regiment: 5th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers 

Service: 

Date of death: 9th Sept 1916 

Age: 21 

Where born/lived: Born in 1895 in Chadderton, Oldham. By 1901 he had moved with 

his parents to Egerton Rd, Blackpool.  When he was 15, he attended Rossall School, 

presumably having moved from Baines School.  He died in Ginchy, Departement de la 

Somme, Picardie, France.  He is buried in St. Mary's Churchyard, Radcliffe, Bury, 

Lancashire 

Cemetery: Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France Pier and Face 3 C and 3 D. 

Notes: Arrived in Alexandria and the Division engaged in The Battle of Romani which 

helped to secure the safety of the Suez Canal.  Norman was killed in action at the 

battle. 
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Name: Joseph Kershaw   

Serial No.: 14411 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 24th and 1/5th Battalion, 

Manchester Regiment 

Date of death: 20th Oct 1918 

Age: 20 

Where born/lived: Born in 1898 in Oldham (above Town) 

Cemetery: Vis-En-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France 

Notes: His family moved from Oldham to Cleveleys. He was killed in action in France at 

the Battle of the Selle which was during the Hundred Days Offensive. 
 

The battle of the Selle, 17th-25th October 1918, saw the British force the Germans out of 

a new defensive line along the River Selle that they had been forced to take up after 

being forced out of the Hindenburg Line at the battle of Cambrai-St. Quentin, 27th 

September-9th October 1918. The Allied advance then slowed in the face of increasing 

German resistance, and by 10th October the Germans were taking up a new position on 

the River Selle, close to Le Cateau. 
 

 

On 17th October Rawlinsonôs Fourth Army attacked on a ten-mile 

front south of Le Cateau. Their aim was to reach a line between 

Valenciennes and the Sambre and Oise Canal. From there the 

key German railway centre at Aulnoye would be in artillery 

range. The Fourth Army attack made slow progress ï after two 

days the right wing had made the biggest advance, a move of five miles. 
 

The attack was then widened. By the evening of 19th October, the First Army (Horne) 

had fought its way into a position where it could take part in an attack north of Le 

Cateau. Early on the morning of 20th October the First and Third Armies attacked north 

of Le Cateau. It was during this attack that Joseph was killed.   
 

 

   
Soldier's effects     Army record 
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Name: Edward Herbert Charles le Marchant  

Serial No.:  

Rank: Captain 

Regiment: 1st Battalion Hampshire Regiment (The Head 

Masterôs). 

Service: He is classed as a Captain as it was posted in the 

London Gazette in July 1916 but on the official war record he is 

recorded as a Lieutenant5.  In 1914 he was promoted to 2nd 

Lieutenant.  By 1916 he was promoted to Lieutenant then 

Captain 

Date of death: 29th Oct 1916 

Age:  

Where born/lived: He was born 9th Sept 1894 in Dover.  He was the son of Colonel E. 

H. Le Marchant of the Hampshire Regiment, and of Mrs. Le Marchant.  His father died 

in the last Afghan Campaign.  His mother was a nurse with the Red Cross  in Paris. 

Apart from being an Old Bainesian he was also an Old Harrovian6. He was a boarder at 

Baines from 1907-8.   

Cemetery: St Sever Cemetery, Rouen, Departement de la Seine-Maritime, Haute-

Normandie, France  

Notes:  He died of wounds in France having been shot through the lung.  On leaving 

Harrow Captain Le Marchant was intending to go to Sandhurst, but ultimately took a 

Commission direct in his fatherôs old Regiment on 1st April 1914.  He was wounded at 

Ypres in October 1915, and, after a brief spell of leave, again returned to the Front and 

was gazetted Captain in July, 1916. He died on October 29th, 1916, of wounds received 

in action at the Battle of the Somme six days before.  He was shot on the 23rd Oct 

transferred to Rouen on 27th Oct and died on 29th Oct.   

 

Many messages were received by his mother both from British Tommies and French 

soldiers, some of these writing with the warmth of personal regard, and others 

expressing sorrow for the loss of one whom they knew and admired as a soldierly 

personality. 

 

  

 
5 The discrepancy may be due to the information not being changed before he was killed 
6 Attended Harrow School after leaving Baines 
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Name: John Albert Morris 

Serial No.: 5357 (registered as 53577 on some documents) 

Rank: Lance Corporal 

Regiment: 20th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (Public School Battalion) London Regiment 

Service: 

Date of death: 1st Nov 1916 

Age: 23 

Where born/lived: Born in Blackpool in 1893.  He married Jane in Blackpool in July 

1915 

Cemetery: Grove Town Cemetery, Meaulte, Departement de la Somme, Picardie, 

France II. F. 30. 

Notes: Initially joined up with the 3rd Public schools Battalion.  Killed in action in the 

Somme, Picardie, France 

 

 
Record card 
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Name: George Paul 

Serial No.: 4619 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: The 10th (Scottish) Bn., The King's (Liverpool 

Regiment) 

Service:  

Date of death: 17th Oct 1915 

Age: 19 

Where born/lived: He lived in Liverpool but was born in 

London.  He was a boarder at Baines.   

Cemetery: Divisional Cemetery, Ypres (Ieper), Arrondissement Ieper, West Flanders 

(West-Vlaanderen), Belgium, PLOT H. 15. 

Notes: As he died in Oct 1915, he was a member of the 1/10th.  After intensive 

searching in the Regimental records of the WWI dead there is only one soldier that 

matches the name, and he is a Private. Killed in action in Bellewaarde, Ypres, Belgium.  

George died when the battalion assisted in the repulse of a German counterattack on 8 

October.  He enlisted in May 1915.  Embarked to France on 6th Sept 1915 and died in 

October aged 19.   

 

    
 

 
Record cards 
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Name: Arthur Pope   

Serial No.: 8933 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 13th (Service) Battn., The Royal Fusiliers 

(City of London Regiment) 

Service: Served with the Expeditionary Force (BEF) in 

France and Flanders 

Date of death: 16th July 1916 

Age: 20 

Where born/lived: Born in Runcorn on 15th Jan 1896 before moving to Thornton 

Cleveleys.  After leaving Baines he was an Assistant Chemist at the Thornton Alkali 

Works, where his father Fred worked.  This became ICI.     

Cemetery: Heilly Cemetery, Mericourt-L'Abbe, Somme, France 

Notes: Died from wounds received on 15th July 1916 in action at Pozieres, France at 

the Battle of Ancre.  The 13th were part of the 111th Brigade, 37th Division.   

 

On 15th July 1916. The 10th Battalion were directed 

towards the orchard on the southwest of Pozieres. 

Some success at 9am when Lt F M Taylor and D Coy 

captured the orchard.  However, the 13th Battalion 

were pinned down by machine-gun fire. A second 

advance at 6pm failed. All battalions involved 

sustained such heavy losses and were taken out of 

the line of fire. 

 

 
Soldier's effects 

 

  

taken from De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour 
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Name: Geoffrey Fildes Potts  

Serial No.:  

Rank: Lieutenant 

Regiment: 17th Battalion Manchester Regiment, BEF 

Service: In 1914 he was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant 

Date of death: 23rd April 1917 

Age: 23 

Where born/lived: Born in April 1893.   

Cemetery: Wancourt British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, 

France VH29 

Notes: He joined up in 1914.  In 1916 he wrote to the 

Poultonian that he was upset that he had not been in the battle as he was a 

Quartermaster.   

 

His report in the Poultonian in 1916 reported a supply journey to the front line.    

Lorries took the ammunition and artillery and dropped this along the road in ódumpsô this 

was then taken to the front line in convoy.  Ammo going one way with empty 

ambulances and full ambulances going the other.  At certain crossroads he as 

quartermaster arranged field kitchens to be placed.  Tea was then given to the walking 

wounded as they passed.  They crossed the old British front line then what was 

supposed to be the old German front line but no trenches just craters some 30 feet 

across by 10 feet deep.  The roads closer to the new front line were damaged with 

many obstacles, they could not get to the front so ódumpedô the ammo by the roadside.  

The whole journey of 3 miles took 10 hours.   

 

He was killed in action in Arras, Pas-de-Calais. 

 

Some of the letters he sent to the Poultonian were amusing and illuminating. 

In gum-boots reaching to the thighéItôs a critical moment when the mud and water are 

gradually reaching to the top of your boots.  One man got stuck and it took six hours to 

dig him out.   

 

We had a bad day yesterday (Feb 11th), they shelled this place from 2:30 to 7:30.  My 

new boots were torn to ribbons by a 5.9ò lachrymatory shell7.  I have a horse called 

Polly who seems oblivious to the shelling but shies violently at a piece of white paper ! 

 

On becoming Quartermaster-Sergeant he returned to duty and volunteered to go to the 

front in the battle of which he died.  He was made Liaison Officer.  The Colonel sent him 

back to convey intelligence to the Brigadier and as he approached the HQ in order to 

telephone he was hit in the groin by a sniperôs bullet and died in the arms of the 

 
7 This shell contained Chlorine gas which was tear gas,.  This was early chemical warfare 

Arras, France 
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Regimental Sergeant Major a few seconds later.  Before he died he passed on the 

message to the RSM.  He was buried on the battlefield.   

 

Report on the battle where Geoffrey died 

Arras, Hindenburg Line ï Heninel 23rd April 1917 

 

After the assault at Flers, the Battalion withdrew to Pommern Redoubt.  They then 

travelled to Bailleulval via Mericourt and Le Souich.  Returning to the front line in early 

November, the 17th Battalion spent the following two months of 1916 alternating in 

Bellacourt trenches and billets in Bailleulval with the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers. 

 

On 7th January 1917, the Battalion was withdrawn to reserve at Sus St Leger and a 

month later returned to Pommern. They undertook various fatigues in preparation for 

next major allied assault.  In late March, the Battalion took over front line positions near 

Mercatel.  They then moved progressively forward as the German Army made its 

tactical withdrawal from the Somme defences to the highly fortified Hindenburg Line 

near Arras.  They also spent time on fatigues and in reserve at Mercatel. 

 

Prior to the Arras offensive, the 17th Battalion returned to the front in late April 1917 and 

improved the trench system in front of the village of Heninel, facing Cherisy.  In the early 

morning of 23rd April, the men moved forward in preparation for the advance.  The 

Germans carried out a major assault at 9am, and the Manchesterôs managed to hold 

their hastily built defences.  A second attack followed at 2pm, and the men maintained 

their positions ï but at huge cost. They were withdrawn to Neuville-Vitasse and then 

Hericourt. 

 

650 men had taken part in the offensive at Heninel.  Only 290 remained on duty after 

the withdrawal. 93 men from the 17th Battalion were killed in action on 23rd April 1917 or 

died of wounds in Casualty Clearing Stations or French military hospitals by the end of 

May. 

 

 
{ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ 




































































































































































































