As Christmas approaches, the pick pockets and purse dippers will be out and about amongst us, ready to make some easy money of your hard earned cash.  Please see some excellent advice below as well as some encouraging statistics. 
Police in Central division, which comprises the districts of Chelmsford, Braintree, Maldon and Uttlesford, are delighted that purse dipping offences have reduced by around a quarter, comparing April – October 2010 with April – October 2009.

From April 1 to October 31, 2010, there were 91 purse dippings in Central division, as compared with 113 such thefts during the same period in 2009.

Figures per district as follows: 
                      1 April - 31 October 2009                    1 April - 31 October 2010 
Braintree                             24                                                            16
Chelmsford                          77                                                            70
Maldon                                  7                                                              3
Uttlesford                              5                                                              2 
Total:                                 113                                                           91 
However, police are still urging shoppers to keep their purses and valuables safe and secure in the run-up to Christmas.

Chelmsford Neighbourhood Inspector Glen Pavelin said: “We’re pleased that there has been a reduction in purse thefts in Chelmsford and across all of Central division, but we’re not complacent.  Purse thieves like crowds, so unfortunately they may try to take advantage of the increased number of shoppers in the Christmas period to steal people’s valuables.  Police in Chelmsford will be running covert and overt operations in busy areas to combat the thieves.  However, I would also ask everyone to take a few simple steps to ensure that their purses and wallets are safe and secure.”

Crime Reduction Advisor Trisha Staerck offers some common sense crime prevention advice: “It only takes a few seconds for a dipper to reach into your bag or pocket and steal your valuables.  Fortunately, there are a few simple steps everyone can take to make it much harder for the thieves.

“Firstly, NEVER let your handbag out of your sight.  Carry it in front of you – especially if you’re walking through a shop or a town centre.

“Secondly, AVOID carrying large amounts of cash, and if your purse or wallet is in a bag, ensure that bag is securely zipped up.

“Thirdly, KEEP your purse or wallet safe at all times.  Don’t leave it in your shopping basket, on restaurant or coffee tables, or on shop counters.

“Fourthly, IF someone bumps into you, immediately check that they haven’t taken your purse or wallet from your bag or pocket.  Theft can happen very quickly, and you may not notice you’ve been a victim until you next have to make a purchase.

“There are other situations where people should take sensible precautions.  
“Mums should not leave their handbags on the back of buggies or prams, as they can become an easy target for thieves. 
“If you’re using an ATM, be mindful of anyone standing close to you, and ensure you obscure your PIN number.   Once your money has been dispensed, remove your card and your cash, place them in your purse or wallet, put your purse or wallet into a bag (or a deep pocket), and make sure that bag is closed and secure before walking away.  Don’t allow other people to rush or distract you.”

