
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 at 7.15 pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  Cllr O Palmer (OP)
		  			
Public:	No members of the public were present 
In attendance: Jemma Ide, Clerk to the Council (JI)

RP opened the meeting. RP informed all those present that the meeting will be voice recorded for the purpose of the minutes, all in attendance agreed and the recording was started. 
25.36 Apologies for Absence
All were present.
25.37 Declarations of Interest
RP announced a declaration of interest regarding a possible grant towards the church. 
25.38 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 25th November 2025
The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed. 
25.39 Financial Matters
a) The interim accounts have been circulated. No questions were raised and the accounts were approved. The system for online payments had been working well and it was agreed to continue with it without alteration.
b) The budget and precept were discussed. LC confirmed that the defibrillator will need two new sets of pads, the budget was adjusted to allow for this. All in attendance agreed to continue with a £500 grant towards the village hall and street lighting costs and a £200 grant towards the church. The budget was agreed and the precept was signed by RP and JI. 
c) No payments made. 
25.40 Playing Field 
a) RP  noted that the hedges had been cut. RP had inspected the overhanging tree and suggested cutting back the three offending branches. RP will look at this with Keith Cooke to see if they could do the work but if the risk of damage to the garage roof is significant he will obtain a quote for doing the work professionally. It was agreed that the position of the table in the park was acceptable but it will need chaining down, SS agreed to purchase a chain for this purpose. 
b) The Council thanked everyone who came on the working party to prune the fruit trees on 29th November.
c) A working party will be arranged at the  March meeting to include dealing with  issues raised in the playground safety report. 
25.41 Village Hall
a) Sincere thanks were expressed again to Julie Matthews from the council for all her hard work running the village hall.
b) RP reported that the underlease extension registration was still with the Land Registry who have raised the issue of who holds the current title of the sublease to the AVMH. A response from the registry is awaited. 
25.42 Highways
a) RP reported that he had  sent APC’s consultation response on the structural repairs of Stoke Bridge to the County Council; the email was acknowledged but no further correspondence has been received. The path outside the village hall was discussed in view of the safety concerns which had been  raised, it was agreed that it could be a potential trip hazard and SS will raise the matter with the County Council although it had already been reported.  SS discussed potholes that have been marked but still not dealt with, SS will continue to monitor this. SS discussed a collapsed verge on the road to Clare near Mill Farm that could be dangerous to drivers, she has taken photos and will report the matter. RP raised concerns regarding reduced litter collections that  had been raised by Hilary and Mark Hutson. BDC have said they will support the litter picking by delivering purple refuse bags directly to Hilary and Mark and BPC will collect these weekly from the public litter bin at the junction of the Street and Foxes Road. 
b) VO reported that footpath 17 has still not been repaired and she will continue to pursue this. 
25.43 Neighbourhood Watch and Police
Nothing has been mentioned regarding Ashen. 
25.44 Village Amenity
a) A date of 21st February at 11 am is agreed for the Waiver working party.
25.45 Administration to include:
a) Nothing on correspondence.
b) A bursary towards JI’s clerk training costs has been received.  
c) RP discussed providing a response to the local government reorganisation consultation on behalf of the APC. RP read questions from the online survey and majority answers were agreed upon. Overall, APC is content with the current arrangement of a county and district council which is more in tune with a small rural community and does not believe Ashen should be grouped with larger urban areas such as Colchester Uttlesford and/or  Chelmsford. It was agreed that RP will complete the online response of the behalf of APC in line with the views expressed.
25.46 Planning Matters to include:
a) Planning has been permitted for app 25/02436/tpocon (tree work at Hill House). 
b) RP received a reply regarding the open spaces plan on 5th January, this will be reviewed at a later date. 
c) No further news regarding the solar park.
d) The Local plan review preferred options consultation due to commence in February 2026.
25.47 Parish Plan
a) The action points table was agreed.
25.48 Matters raised by the Community Agent.	
There was nothing from the Community Agent.
25.49 Other Urgent Business  
Nothing reported.
25.50 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 24th March 2026 at 7.15 pm in the village hall. 

