
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Tuesday 24th March 2026 at 7.15pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  Cllr O Palmer (OP)
		  			
Public:	1 member of the public was present 
In attendance: Jemma Ide, Clerk to the Council (JI)

RP opened the meeting. RP informed all those present that the meeting will be voice recorded for the purpose of the minutes, all in attendance agreed and the recording was started. 
25.51 Apologies for Absence
All were present.
25.52 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest. 
25.53 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 6th January 2026
The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed. 
25.54 Financial Matters
a) The interim accounts have been circulated. No questions were raised and the accounts were approved. 
b) RP announced the precept had been sent off and accepted.
c) No payments made. 
25.55 Playing Field 
a) RP noted that there has been wheel damage in the playing field. It was agreed that this will be monitored.
b) RP has arranged for James Guy to come and take care of the overhanging branches on 1st April. 
c) The zip wire ramp was discussed and it was agreed that the item is still usable and it would be best to currently postpone expenditure, this will be reassessed at the May meeting. A working party was arranged for Saturday 23rd May at 11 am. 
d) SS will follow up on the chain for the picnic table.
e) RP confirmed that the maintenance contract has been renewed. 
25.56 Village Hall
a) No current update.
b) RP reported a deadline of 28th April for the underlease extension registration . RP is currently awaiting a response from the Charity Commission. 
25.57 Highways
a) SS reported that she continues to monitor and submit evidence of potholes for repair and is awaiting a response. RP raised the issue which relating the state of signposts in the village. He had looked at this and took the view that the Pannells Ash and signposts needed repair.  This was agreed. SS agreed to follow this up with BDC and will make Iona Parker aware of the situation. 
b) VO reported that she is still awaiting a response regarding footpath 17. It is agreed that a railing is necessary for safety reasons due to the steep drop either side of the footpath. VO agreed to pursue this.
c) RP reported that the street cleaning agreement has been renewed.
25.58 Neighbourhood Watch and Police
Nothing has been mentioned regarding Ashen. 
25.59 Village Amenity
a) RP thanked all of those that attended the Waiver working party.
25.60 Administration to include:
a) Nothing on correspondence.
b) RP announced that the decision regarding the local government reorganisation  is expected soon.
25.61 Planning matters to include:
a) RP reported that the solar farm proposal has been “formally paused” by the promoters. 
b) JI informed that an email had been sent to BDC regarding the hedge on Doctor’s Lane and an acknowledgement email had been received from BDC. JI will follow up on this. 
c) RP had circulated a note on the preferred changes which appeared to be generally in line with our previous representations. RP suggested that the council should make a response to the local plan review that we support the proposed option. It was agreed that RP will draft a response on behalf of the council along those lines.
25.62 Parish Plan
a) The amendments to the action points table have been circulated. Subject to correction of a typo these changes were approved.
25.63 Matters raised by the Community Agent.	
There was nothing from the Community Agent.
25.64 Other Urgent Business  
Nothing reported.
25.65 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 21stth May 2026 at 7.15 pm in the village hall. 

