
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Thursday 21st May 2026 at 7.15pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  Cllr O Palmer (OP)
		  			
Public:	0 
In attendance: Jemma Ide, Clerk to the Council (JI)

RP opened the meeting. RP informed all those present that the meeting will be voice recorded for the purpose of the minutes, all in attendance agreed and the recording was started. 
26.00 Apologies for Absence
All were present.
26.01 Election of Chairman and Vice –Chairman
RP was elected as chairman and SS as vice chairman. The acceptance of office forms were signed by RP and SS and then witnessed by JI. 
26.02 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest. 
26.03 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 24th March 2026
The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed. 
26.04 Financial Matters
a) The end of year accounts have been circulated. No questions were raised and the accounts were approved. 
b) The AGAR supporting documents were approved and the relevant questions were considered and answered.  The Council resolved to certify the authority as exempt.  The AGAR was completed and signed by RP and JI. The relevant period for the public notice was approved.  
c) No payments made. 
26.05 Playing Field 
a) RP noted the success of the recent tree lopping. 
b) The working party was confirmed for Saturday 23rd May at 11am. RP discussed dealing with the fallen apple tree during the working party.  
c) Solutions to deal with vehicle access and parking on the playing field were discussed. It was agreed that a sign will put up as a deterrent. OP will draft the sign. 
d) The playground safety report was revisited. It was agreed that the equipment is adequate and does not need replacing. Nothing urgent was identified. 
e) The picnic table has now been secured in place with a new chain acquired by SS.  
26.06 Village Hall
a) No current update.
b) RP reported a response had been received regarding the underlease extension. RP and SS signed the amended underlease agreement witnessed by JI. 
26.07 Highways
a) SS reported that she continues to monitor and submit evidence of potholes for repair and is awaiting a response. SS noted that some potholes have now been marked. 
b) SS reported that footpath 17 has now been repaired and a right of access has been created. VO will continue to monitor overgrowth on the other footpaths. 
c) SS reported that the signpost at the bottom of Hollow Road has gone missing. SS has reported signposts to BDC and is awaiting a response. 
26.08 Neighbourhood Watch and Police
Nothing has been mentioned regarding Ashen. 
26.09 Village Amenity
a) The response from the planning enforcement department regarding Doctor’s Lane was acknowledged. No further response was required. 
26.10 Administration to include:
a) Nothing on correspondence.
b) Nothing to report.
c) JI was appointed data protection officer and the data protection consent form was signed. 
26.11 Planning matters to include:
a) RP reported that the PC have submitted a response regarding the 8 Foxes Road planning permission request.
b) RP reported that the PC have submitted a response regarding the Old Post Office planning permission request. 
c) Nothing to report. 
26.12 Parish Plan
a) Nothing to report.
b) Nothing to report. 
26.13 Matters raised by the Community Agent.	
There was nothing from the Community Agent.
26.14 Other Urgent Business  
Nothing reported.
26.15 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 25th August 2026 at 7.15 pm in the village hall. 

