
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Tuesday 25th August 2026 at 7.15 pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  Cllr O Palmer (OP)
		  			
Public:	0 
In attendance: Jemma Ide, Clerk to the Council (JI)

RP opened the meeting. RP informed all those present that the meeting will be voice recorded for the purpose of the minutes, all in attendance agreed and the recording was started. 
26.16 Apologies for Absence
All were present.
26.17 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest other than that RP had already declared an interest as an immediate neighbour in the Rose Cottage application in which he will take no part. 
26.18 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 21st May 2026
The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed. 
26.19 Financial Matters
a) The interim accounts have been circulated. No questions were raised and the accounts were approved. 
b) RP reported that the AGAR had been completed and all relevant documents have been made available on the website and the public rights notice posted.   
c) Payments were made to Hilary Hutson and the  grant to the PCC. The grant to the village hall committee and for the street light electricity contribution will be paid electronically.
26.20 Playing Field 
a) No changes currently to grass cutting and maintenance.
b) RP thanked all those who attended the working party on Saturday 23rd May. It was agreed that RP will mention the poor support in the village newsletter hopefully to attract more volunteers.   
c) RP will circulate possible dates for the orchard working party. 
d) Wording for the new playing field signs was provided by OP and agreed by all. OP will source the signs and these will be placed at both ends of the playing field to deter vehicle use and parking on the field. SS will also put in posts and a chain as an extra measure once the ground is able to be drilled.  
e) The dog damage to the zip wire seat was discussed and it was agreed that the council will wait for the playground inspection in September before taking any action if necessary. This will also be noted in the newsletter.
26.21 Village Hall
a) No current update.
b) RP reported that the amended particulars had been submitted to the Land Registry but no  response had been received.  
26.22 Highways
a) SS reported that there have been several repairs to the potholes. SS has reported the dangerous hole by the river bridge on Ashen Road to Clare twice but has not yet received a response. 
b) VO reported no current issues with the local footpaths. 
c) SS stated she had received an email claiming that the signage had been risk assessed and it was concluded that no immediate action was required and that the situation will continue to be monitored.  
26.23 Neighbourhood Watch and Police
Nothing has been mentioned regarding Ashen. 
26.24 Village Amenity
a) RP to arrange a date for the waiver clear up in early 2027. 
26.25 Administration to include:
a) Nothing on correspondence.
b) Local government reorganisation – RP reported that the shadow council elections are still planned for March next year with the transfer taking place from April 2028.
c) No further response had been received from the bank on the bank mandate. The accessibility statement and IT policy were approved, JI to upload to the website. 
26.26 Planning matters to include:
a) Rear roof replacement, parking area and access 8 Foxes Road 26/00790/HH had been approved.
b) Old Post Office rear french window, staircase and boiler replacement 26/00497/LBC had been approved.
c) On the local plan review RP noted that the responses on the preferred options had been reported to the subcommittee in July and the presubmission version is to be published in late autumn 2026. 
d) Rose Cottage planning application - SS will put in a response (RP took no part in this item).
e)  Bishops Hall planning application was discussed. It was agreed that a no  comment representation will be put forward by JI on behalf of the parish council. 
26.27 Parish Plan
a) It was not considered that any review of the Parish Plan was required at this stage.
b) RP will add the installation of the posts and chain and the notice for playing field to the action points table.  
26.28 Matters raised by the Community Agent.	
There was nothing from the Community Agent.
26.29 Other Urgent Business  
SS reported sighting cameras on Hollow Road, possibly related to the solar farm proposal. LC reported new pads are needed for the defibrillator. 
26.30 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st January 2027 at 7.15 pm in the village hall. 

