
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Tuesday 4th March 2025 at 7.15pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  			
Public:	1 member of the public was present 
In attendance: Karen Melville-Ross, Clerk to the Council (KMR)


RP opened the meeting to the public but nothing was raised.

24.52 Apologies for Absence
Cllr  Oli Palmer had sent his apologies.
24.53 Declarations of Interest
The declarations are as registered and any additional interests will be recorded as necessary.  
24.54 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 9th January 2025
The minutes of the above meetings were approved and signed.   
24.55 Financial Matters
a) The interim accounts had been circulated and were approved. 
b) The precept has been submitted and acknowledged.  
c) Payments were made to the village hall for the hire of the hall for the meeting, to Hilary Hutson for litter picking and to KMR for clerking.
24.56 Playing Field 
a) RP is to ask BDC to quote for cutting the grass in the playing field next year.  RP will try to cut the conifer at the entrance to the playing field before the nesting season.  
b) It was agreed to organise a working party to clean up the play area in May.  RP is to circulate dates.
c) NGF have supplied quotations to tighten the zip wire (£372, including VAT) and to replace it (£836 including VAT).  It was agreed to have the line tightened.  KMR is to contact them to ask them to go ahead with the tightening and to notify us of any additional work required.  Thanks were expressed to John Cockburn for fitting the collars around the wooden posts to prevent strimmer damage.  
24.57 Village Hall
a) Julie Matthews reported that the garden at the hall is progressing well.  Grants have been used on fencing and so a wish list has been circulated to the village.  Events at the hall are proving profitable so the remainder of the fence can be finished with this money.  The AGM is on 29th April at 7.30pm.  
b) The lease has now been registered but not the sub lease.  
c) LC has installed a new battery in the defibrillator which is guaranteed for 5 years.  
24.58 Highways
a) SS is about to begin a new round of pot hole reporting.  The footpath at Lower Ashen has been turned down for repairs and maintenance.  
b) OV reported most footpaths were cut at the end of the season and are passable.  SS mentioned a broken slat on the bridge of the footpath on Lower Stoke Road.  OV is to report this to ECC. 
c) OP was absent so hopefully there will be a report on verge cutting at the next meeting. 
d) No maintenance agreement has been received from BDC as yet. 
24.59  Neighbourhood Watch and Police
The police are proposing to  set up regular parish council zoom calls.  No one was available to attend, but KMR has been told that she will be informed if anything comes up regarding Ashen.  
24.60 Village Amenity
a) Thanks were expressed to the working party for the Waiver on 25th January.  
b) The telephone box consultation is open until 10th March but so far there have been 20 responses.  KMR is to write to BDC to ask for the box to be painted regardless of any outcomes.  
c) Cllr Iona Parker has been unable to complain to Anglian Water about pressure as she is not a parishioner.  Nobody on the Council has a problem, and Julie has reported her problem previously, only to be told it meets the minimum standard.  
24.61 Administration to include:
a) Clerk & Councils was put on the notice board.  
b) KMR handed in a letter of resignation.  However she will continue to work until September if needed until a new clerk is found.  It was agreed to start the recruitment process and KMR is to contact EALC and message other clerks locally.  RP said how grateful he and the council were for all that KMR had done over what is now nearly twenty years since her appointment on 1st September 2006.  She had throughout been a model of efficiency and professionalism but always cheerful and willing to help.  She will be greatly missed.
24.62 Planning Matters to include:
a) The objection to the appeal for 24/02713/OUT for land at the rear of Hope Cottage has been entered but no decision as yet.  
b) I was agreed that KM R should respond to the Local Plan Issues and Options consultation by confirming our previous representations to which we did not wish to add at this stage.
24.63 Parish Plan
a) The telephone box has been added to the action points table. Hilary & Mark Hutson are reporting fly tipping, but nothing can be done about items left on private land, such as at the bottom of Ashen Hill.  
.24.64 Matters raised by the Community Agent.
There was nothing from the Community Agent.  
24.65 Other Urgent Business  
Nothing was raised.
24.66 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council meeting Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7.15 pm in the village hall.  

