
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 7.15pm in the Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  Cllr O Palmer (OP)
		  			
Public:	in excess of 50 members of the public were present 
With the agreement of the Council, Jemma Ide, Clerk to the Council (JI), was not present

RP welcomed everyone and explained that the principal purpose of the meeting was to consider the proposed solar farm on Ashen Road. He explained the proposed procedure to have a public meeting first to enable those who wished to express their views on the proposed solar farm, whether for or against to do so.  The Council would then hold its council meeting at which it would determine what, if any, response it would make to the consultation.  As the promoters had not notified houses in Lower Ashen, he briefly described the proposal.  
A large number of those present spoke.  The promoters were represented by one of the landowners, who spoke in favour of the proposal.  Other speakers were generally opposed to the proposal for the wide range of reasons which they explained. RP ended the public meeting when there were no more speakers who wished to address the meeting and opened the Council meeting.
25.31 Apologies for Absence
All were present.
25.32 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest. 
25.33 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 28th August  2025
The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed. 
25.34 Consultation on proposed solar farm at Ashen Road, Ashen CO10 8JU
The proposal was discussed and it was agreed that the council would make a response opposing the proposal for the reasons set out  in summary below:
a) The consultation to provide community involvement was wholly inadequate and lacked any sufficient survey or appraisal base to satisfy this description;
b) Additionally, for the purposes of policy LPP73 any marginal benefit from the proposal would not outweigh the terms of its impact on or loss of:
i. Landscape and open countryside;
ii. Biodiversity and natural assets;
iii. Best and most versatile agricultural land;
iv. Heritage assets;
v. The industrialisation of and detriment to the historic open landscape;
vi. The effect on the gliding use and public safety;
vii. The inadequate road network serving the site; and 
viii. The absence of any relevant or material community benefit.
c) However, if, notwithstanding the above overriding objections, the proposal was to be permitted, requirements for mitigating and/or addressing the above should be adopted by condition or through planning obligation. The full details of the proposed response was agreed as set out in the response which was made dated 26th November 2025.
25.35 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 6th January 2026 at 7.15 pm in the village hall. 
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