
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7.15pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  Cllr O Palmer (OP)
		  			
Public:	4 members of the public were present 
In attendance: Karen Melville-Ross, Clerk to the Council (KMR)

RP opened the meeting to the public.  Julie Matthews reported that the Village Hall Garden will have its grand opening on 18th May from 4pm onwards.  There will be a pizza van, music and a bar.  The village hall’s AGM was not well attended and all the current committee are standing down.  RP questioned if the PC should assist by approaching people.  
Caroline Wiseman reported that 5 people has agreed to volunteer should the telephone box be adopted by the village.  Julie has received one quotation for c £1,400 to refurbish it.  VO is to approach her decorator for a quotation.  
25.00 Apologies for Absence
All were present.
25.01 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
SS put forward RP as Chairman, which was seconded by LC.  RP put forward SS as Vice Chair, which VO seconded.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms were signed.  
25.02 Declarations of Interest
The declarations are as registered and any additional interests will be recorded as necessary.  
25.03 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 4th March 2025
The minutes of the above meetings were approved and signed.   
25.04 Financial Matters
a) The year end accounts had been circulated and were audited again by Tony Couling, to whom thanks were expressed.  No questions were raised and the accounts approved. 
b) All the supporting documents for the AGAR had been circulated.  All the statements were agreed upon and approval for the exemption certificate and governance statement were given and RP and KMR signed the documents. There were no questions about the accounting statement which RP and KMR also signed.  The publication date for the accounts was agreed upon as 3rd June - 14th July.  RP is to list his address due to the change in clerks and will put the notice on the village notice board on KMR’s behalf.  
c) Payments were made to the village hall for the hire of the hall for the meeting, to BDC for grass cutting, to RP for the algae and moss remover for the play area and to KMR for clerking.
25.05 Playing Field 
a) The agreement for grass cutting at the playing field has been signed with BDC for the next year.  RP has cut the conifers at the entrance to the playing field.  It was agreed the orchids should be protected as in previous year.  The zip wire has been tightened by NGF.
b) RP thanked everyone who helped with the working party at the play area.  RP is to spray the surface with algae and moss remover.  Tony Couling had expressed concerns about the seat of the zip wire, but the safety report says that as long as no metal is exposed the seat is in order.  Given the replacement cost is £118 it was agreed to leave it until it needs replacing.  VO is to check there are no rough bits of plastic on the seat.  
25.06 Village Hall
a) Huge thanks were expressed to Julie Matthews and the committee for their work on the garden.  Thanks were expressed to LC for succeeding in getting the old bags of salt removed by BDC.   
b) The lease has now been registered but not the sub lease.  
25.07 Highways
a) SS currently has 8 pot holes at the edges of roads reported.  OP is to requests verge cutting at dangerous junctions as per last year.  
b) OV has reported the broken bridge on footpath 21, and the broken slat in the bridge on the footpath 17.  
d) The street cleaning agreement has been submitted to BDC together with the report for last year.  The 50% increase in hours for litter picking appears to be making a big difference.  
25.08 Neighbourhood Watch and Police
Nothing has been mentioned regarding Ashen.  
25.09 Village Amenity
There were 23 responses to the telephone box survey, 16 supported the PC acquiring the box for the village, 7 opposed it.  7 people offered to volunteer, and 5 have responded to Caroline’s follow up email.  Responses from the coffee morning were also positive.  RP noted that the current budget does not allow for the expenditure on the refurbishment of the telephone box, and to do so would risk the reserves.  The offer of adopting the box for £1 from BT is open and not restricted in time.  SS suggested that the box should not be adopted until it is established if a grant is available, such as Cllr Iona Parker’s, which was agreed by all.  It was decided to defer the decision to allow for consideration of fund raising. OP agreed to oversee this in conjunction with Caroline Wiseman. Maureen Rigg is to mention this in the newsletter.  
25.10 Administration to include:
a) Clerk & Councils was put on the notice board.  
b) Following the interview it was agreed to offer the position of clerk to Jemma Ide.  She is to attend the New Clerk’s Course on 29th July and KMR is to liaise with her to organise a handover.  
25.11 Planning Matters to include:
a) The appeal for 24/02713/OUT for land at the rear of Hope Cottage has been dismissed.  KMR is to ask BDC for a copy of the appeal decision.  
b) The Local Plan is with the committee and the Ashen sites will be discussed on 12th June.  No further representation is needed at this stage.  
25.12 Parish Plan
a) The action points have been updated.  
b) SS reported that the village Facebook group now has over 300 members and that she is policing it to ensure compliance.  
25.13 Matters raised by the Community Agent.
There was nothing from the Community Agent.  
25.14 Other Urgent Business  
LC said that whilst the defibrillator is working perfectly, there is no light to make it easy to find in the dark.  She is to check with the fitter why this should be.  
RP thanked KMR for her service over the last 19 years.
25.15 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council meeting Tuesday 28 th August 2025 at 7.15 pm in the village hall.  

