
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Thursday 28th August 2025 at 7.15pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  Cllr O Palmer (OP)
		  			
Public:	4 members of the public were present 
In attendance: Jemma Ide, Clerk to the Council (JI)

RP opened the meeting to the public. RP informed all those present that the meeting will be voice recorded for the purpose of the minutes, all in attendance agreed and the recording was started. 
RP addressed concerns from a member of the public regarding the frequency of verge cutting within the village, advising that this is a County Council matter and that it is covered in their policies, this would be discussed further in the highways 25.22 section of the agenda.
25.16 Apologies for Absence
All were present.
25.17 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest. 
25.18 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 13th May 2025
The minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed. 
25.19 Financial Matters
a) The interim accounts have been circulated. No questions were raised and the accounts were approved. 
b) All the supporting documents for the AGAR exemption have been submitted. Email acknowledgement has been received by the auditors. Notice of public rights has been published on the noticeboard and website, no objections were raised. 
c) Payments were made to the village hall for the hire of the hall for the meeting and a grant contribution towards the running costs of the hall and electricity for the streetlight to the PCC for the cost of maintaining the church yard and to JI for clerking.
The draft online payment policy was also discussed. This was agreed. It was also agreed that RP and JI would be the current two authorised signatories on the account with the other councillors being added at a later date. The new online banking policy will be uploaded to the council website by JI. It is agreed that any payments made through online banking will be made by JI with the prior approval of RP or SS in the absence of RP, with all other councillors being copied into the approval request email and other relevant emails. 
25.20 Playing Field 
a) It was agreed that Paul Chinery would be asked to do the hedge cutting VO mentioned that Rita Marder expressed concern regarding a bordering tree that is shedding seeds over her garden and drive. SS suggests that this could be looked into by the working party once a date is arranged. VO will follow up by confirming the tree which is causing the issue. LC mentioned that the table by the pagoda had been moved to behind the goal, RP will look into getting this moved back to its original position.
b) RP will circulate dates to arrange a working party for winter pruning and grass cutting. 
c) RP noted that a new zip wire seat had been fitted and that a safety inspection is booked for September.
25.21 Village Hall
a) Huge thanks were expressed to Julie Matthews from the council for all her hard work running the village hall and an acknowledgement made that she will be stepping down from the role on December 31st. Julie Matthews thanked the council for the grant towards running costs. She reported that following damage to the village hall carpet, she will be claiming on the insurance and having a new carpet fitted. 
b) No further communication regarding the sublease extension has been received. 
25.22 Highways
a) Following a three year trial by the county council, they have reverted to their original policy of a twice yearly cutting of the verges as opposed to the previous once per year and twice only on dangerous junctions. There have been concerns about the impact this could have on wildlife and biodiversity in the area. SS said that single track roads can become too overgrown and that it would be much safter to have more regular cutting. After discussion it was agreed that the Council should respond asking that the spring cut should generally be limited to a single cutter width with the cutter set to its highest setting while the autumn cut should be a full cut. SS has reported local potholes, and these are being investigated. 
b) VO reported that footpath 21 has been repaired. VO had raised concerns that footpath 17 needed an inspection because of the dangerous culvert, RP said that the duty is with the County Council to ensure the path is safe. VO will follow up on the matter by seeking an assurance from the footpaths officer to ensure that this is done. VO mentioned fly tipping on the Green Lane, RP suggested that photographic evidence should be taken and it should be reported to Braintree District Council. 
c) RP reported that the County Council have consulted the parish council regarding structural repairs required to Stoke Bridge. Four options were put forward ranging in cost and length of time. Concerns were raised regarding environmental pressures put on other roads whilst the work is taking place, due to road closures. SS suggested shutting the road at the top of Ashen Hill to prevent cars attempting to go through the road closure. Once the works are completed SS proposed maintaining the current weight restriction on the bridge with the current exceptions and extending the weight restriction along Lower Stoke Road. These suggestions will be put forward to the County Council. 
25.23 Neighbourhood Watch and Police
Nothing has been mentioned regarding Ashen. RP thanked Julie Matthews for her support with the neighbourhood watch and reported that he is currently searching for a replacement following her stepping down from the role.
25.24 Village Amenity
a) OP has been investigating the possibility of a local amenity grant for the running of the telephone box; however, he had not identified any available funding. It was noted that ongoing liability and maintenance costs could be considerable, even with a one off grant. After discussion it was agreed that the parish council would not take on responsibility for the telephone box. However, the offer of the box for adoption for £1 remained open for anyone or group to take up if there was sufficient support.
b) Ilona Parker’s community supermarket idea was discussed. Julie Matthews had attended a meeting regarding the running of the project and informed the council that Maldon and East Essex council currently ran the project and that it would run approximately once a fortnight to help rural communities with limited access to amenities and with the cost of living. The project would also be open to surrounding villages. Julie Matthews had suggested adding this facility to the current meet and greet morning at the village hall but this was not supported. RP would like more information regarding running costs etc before making a decision and suggested inviting Peter Everett from the Maldon Community Voluntary Service to the January parish council meeting to provide more details. Julie Matthews is to forward his contact details.
25.25 Administration to include:
a) No nothing on correspondence.
b) JI’s appointment as Ashen Parish clerk on 1st July 2025 was confirmed. JI will investigate a Local Government pension scheme on the advice of the pension regulator. It was agreed that once an appropriate scheme was agreed the scheme will be offered to JI – it was agreed that this can be done by email and should in any event be completed by 2nd December in accordance with the regulations. 
c) RP received an invoice from BALC but informs that Ashen parish council have always been a member of EALC. Following further investigation, RP informs that subscribing to BALC is not applicable and suggests remaining with EALC, all councillors agree. 
25.26 Planning Matters to include:
a) The Local Plan is with the committee, and Ashen was discussed on 12th June and the officers’ recommendation supported the line taken in the Council’s representation. No further representation is needed at this stage. It is planned that the preferred options will be published for consultation in November. 
b) There has been an email from a member of the public regarding private land off Ashen Road being used for wild camping. They have submitted a complaint to Braintree District Council (BDC). It was agreed to wait for a response from BDC before commenting further. JI is to reply to the member of the public thanking them for their concern and asking if they could keep the council informed of any response from BDC.
25.27 Parish Plan
a) The action points have been updated. 
b) SS reported that she is continuing to police the village Facebook group to ensure compliance. 
25.28 Matters raised by the Community Agent.	
There was nothing from the Community Agent.
25.29 Other Urgent Business  
Nothing reported.
25.30 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council meeting Tuesday 6th January 2026 at 7.15 pm in the village hall. 

