
The Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting was held
on 
Thursday 9th January 2025 at 7.15pm in Ashen Village Hall
 

Minutes

Present:	  Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)
		  Cllr S Simpson (SS)
		  Cllr L Cockburn (LC)
		  Cllr V Ovenden (VO)
		  			
Public:		3 members of the public were present 
In attendance: Karen Melville-Ross, Clerk to the Council (KMR)


RP opened the meeting to the public.  Julie Matthews expressed her disappointment that at the last meeting it was agreed not to proceed with turning the telephone box into a book exchange, especially as there are no longer books in the church.  BT have since put a notice in the box to say that the telephone is proposed to be removed and objections are to be logged by 30th January.  She stated that most other phone boxes in the surrounding villages had been turned into book exchanges or used to house defibrillators.  
Julie asked if she could advertise the salt reserves at the rear of the village hall to the village for their own personal use, which was agreed.  
She also pointed out that the conifer to the right of the entrance to the playing field needs cutting back, as does the hedge.  
Julie has been printing out the Neighbourhood Watch information and publishing it on the village Facebook page but felt that very little of it was relevant to the parish.  It was agreed that posting it on Facebook electronically would be sufficient.

24.37 Apologies for Absence
Cllr  Oli Palmer sent his apologies.  SS apologised for her absence at the previous meeting.
24.38 Declarations of Interest
The declarations are as registered and any additional interests will be recorded as necessary.  RP declared his interest as a church warden in the Church’s finances.
24.39 Approval of the minutes for the Council Meeting held on 17th September 2024.
The minutes of the above meetings were approved and signed.   
24.40 Financial Matters
a) The interim accounts were circulated and approved. 
b) There has been an increase in the maintenance, mainly due to the 50% increase in hours for litter picking, and an increase in the VAT reclaim due to the cost of repairs at the playing field.  
A transfer is proposed to be made from the reserves to keep the precept at 6%.  It was agreed to keep the Village Hall’s grant at £500, and, following RP leaving the room during this item, it was agreed to keep the PCC’s grant to £200 for the fabric of the building.  The proposed budget was agreed.
c) A precept of £6,715 was agreed and RP and KMR signed the form which KMR will return to BDC.  
d)  Payment was made to the village hall for the hire of the hall for the meeting. 
24.41 Playing Field 
a) RP is to inspect the tree and hedge raised by Julie and add it to the next hedge cutting if appropriate. 
b) Thanks were expressed to the working party who tidied up the orchard on 2nd November.  Nothing further has been heard from Mr McGowan or his contractor regarding his access request to replace the burnt hedge.  
c) It was agreed that using a commercial company to clean the moss and algae from the play area would be too expensive.  The zip wire has become slack and needs tightening and it was agreed that NGF should be asked to quote for the job as it has previously proved impossible to do without specialist equipment.  KMR is to contact them and also ask them to check the wire as a whole to ensure that it is undamaged.  LC suggested guards for the bottom of the wooden posts, which she is to look into.  

24.42 Village Hall
a) Thanks and congratulations were expressed to  the committee for the success of the hall in obtaining the grant and for the other improvements carried out. 
b) The lease and sublease which were completed on 23/24 September are currently with the Land Registry.  
c) LC expressed concern at the water in the defibrillator, but it is still in working order, and is obtaining a quote for a new battery.  
24.43 Highways
a) SS has been told that the large pothole by Stoke Bridge cannot be fixed at present as it is full of water.  The remaining 4 of Ashen’s “Top Five” potholes have been repaired.  KMR has been told that the block drain on Upper Farm Road does not meet the requirements for repairs.  It appears that the footpath on Ashen Road, Lower Ashen is not a priority, in spite of Cllr Parkers trying to help.
b) Nothing has been heard regarding the lorry ban consultation.  
c) There was nothing specific to report on footpaths.  
d) OP will hopefully update on the verges at the next meeting. 
e) Extra hours have been allocated to litter picking which will hopefully improve the state of the entrance roads to the village.  
24.44  Neighbourhood Watch and Police
Thanks were expressed and it was agreed that Julie should only publish information of more relevance to the parish.  
24.45 Village Amenity
a) A working party for the Waiver has been organised for 11 am on 25th January.  
b) The matter of the telephone box was raised. SS felt it would be more useful as an amenity if it were to be a book exchange, but expressed concerns about the cost and the liability to the PC.  VO expressed concern about books just being dumped in it and the fact they may become damp.  All agreed that the box itself needs restoring, KMR is to contact BDC initially.  It was also agreed not to object to the phone being removed. It was agreed that the BT consultation should be put on Facebook.  LC is to draft a questionnaire to gauge the opinion of the parish regarding using the box as a book exchange.  KMR is to contact Little Yeldham Belchamp St Paul and Birdbrook  Clerks to get their opinion.  It was agreed to revisit the matter at the village meeting.  
24.46 Administration to include:
a) Clerk & Councils was put on the notice board.  
24.47 Planning Matters to include:
a) The objection to the appeal for 24/02713/OUT for land at the rear of Hope Cottage has been entered.
b) No comment was entered  on 24/02255/LBC for Street Farm.  
c) An additional site in Foxes Road  towards Pannells Ash has been added to the call for sites representation.  The Council agreed that the preferred site was still the brown field site off Foxes Lane.  
d) It was agreed to include the land to the rear of the Village Hall as an Open Spaces asset and to include it in the plan. 
24.48 Parish Plan
a) It was agreed that any changes such as the BT box could be added as supplements – no amendments as such were called for.  
b) The action points table has been updated. No points were raised.
24.49 Matters raised by the Community Agent.
There was nothing from the Community Agent.  
24.50 Other Urgent Business  
It was agreed that the Waste Consultation was a matter for individuals, not the PC.  Cllr Parker has already added it to the Facebook page.  
24.51 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th March 2025 at 7.15 pm in the village hall.  

