
A  Meeting of Ashen Parish Council was held on Saturday 6th March 2010 at 4.50pm in the Ashen Memorial Hall.

Minutes

Present:
Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)



Cllr L Dockerill (LD)



Cllr R Higgs (RH) 

Public:

Five members of the public were present



Richard Ould, Village Agent to Ashen

In attendance:
Karen Melville-Ross - Clerk to the Council (KMR)

9.49 Apologies for Absence

Cllr N McCrea (NM) was absent. 

9.50 Approval of previous minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of 9th January 2010 were approved and signed. 

9.51 Casual Vacancy

There was not sufficient petitioning for an election to be called, so the vacancy can be filled by co-option.  Two people have so far expressed interest in becoming councillors.  In view of NM's absence it was agreed to defer any decision for further discussion to be dealt with at the next meeting, and RP stated that any further applications would be welcomed.  

9.52 Financial Matters 

a) The interim account is up to date and all councillors were happy with the position. 

b) LD is to send KMR invoices for the hiring of the Village Hall.  

c) Confirmation has been received that the Precept will be £1,300. 

9.53 Playing Fields

a)RH reported that Wicksteed are coming to assess the play area next week.  A slide that would take children up to age 16 is a possibility, but RP asked RH to obtain a report if possible to be considered at the next meeting.  Richard Ould kindly offered to get involved, and KMR is to send him a copy of the email she sent to other clerks in similar sized villages.  

b) RH is to email Stephen Norris about the possibility of him trimming the hedges in the playing field (and tidying up afterwards).  With the nesting season about to start, RH is to contact Paul Chinery  is Stephen is unable to do it. 

9.54 Village Hall 

LD reported that the hall had been decorated and cleaned and that a Games Evening had raised sufficient to cover the cost of the materials used by the volunteers.   However non-slip flooring, an extractor fan and fireproof blinds are still needed at an approximate cost of £539.50.  RP asked LD to obtain 3 quotes for each item to support an application for grant (as per guidelines), and for RH to look into grants that might be available.  It is to be noted that the Parish Council supports the work. 

9.55  Highways

a)The Village Hall Committee are still checking the amount to bill the council for the electricity for the street light.  RP asked LD for confirmation before the end of this financial year. A condition of the grant which helped towards paying for the street light was a monitoring report after the first year.  LD felt that the timings of the light going on and off were sometimes unreliable, but that there had been no complaints and that overall it has been a success.  LD is to write a short report to this effect and send it to RP. 

b) LD is meeting with David Wright of Highways in the next few weeks to walk through the village and point out the various problems such as the Foxes Lane sign and the kerb at Bishop's Hall.  

c) LD has it noted to check the salt bins in October.

d) KMR reported that neither the police nor the council are interested in the persistent problem of parking on the pavements unless there is absolute obstruction of the footway.  LD is to speak to David Wright on his visit.  

e) The PPP is now to be reviewed on a one to one basis, and work carried out by a mix of volunteers and contractors.  Colin Hainsworth reported on the paths.  LD it to retrieve the map of the walks from Adrian Lane. 

9.56 Neighbourhood Watch and Policing

LD is unable to attend the Neighbourhood Watch AGM on 20th April, but will ask who is now coordinating our area.  

9.57 Village Amenity 

a) RP is to ask Ian Braddick to clean up the Tilbury Road area.  KMR is to write to Paul Partridge to confirm the payments for the Street Scene partnership with BDC for 2010.

b) Richard Ould, the Village Agent, reported in the Annual Parish Meeting. 

c) KMR has again written to BDC re the muck heap, this time via email, but there is no reply at present.  LD is to raise the matter with David Wright.  

9.58 Administration

KMR confirmed there has been no further communication from Mr. Bonnage.

It was agreed that BDC's use of electronic plans is sensible, and that KMR should email them round when the time arises.  

Details on how to apply for public housing were to be placed on the Village Hall table. 

9.59 Planning

a) RP has  drafted an agreement regarding the Airfield and will inform the Council of progress.

b) There is nothing to report on the LDF.

c)There is no update on the NATS consultation or Stansted. 

d) It was felt the heritage consultation was not relevant.  

e) KMR is to circulate the application for “Nettles”. 

9.60 BDC Activity Day 

This has been confirmed and LD is to book the hall for the 20th August.   

9.61 Shopper Bus Service 

Dealt with by Richard Ould in the Annual Parish Meeting. 

9.62Cluster Meetings

It was confirmed that there will be no more Cluster Meetings.

9.63 Village Survey 

LD thanked Collin Hainsworth for organising the Easter Monday walk. RP asked LD to reserve the hall for the last weekend of August for the Church barbecue in case of bad weather.  

9.64  Forward Plan 

This was reviewed and confirmed that all the actions planned had been effected or were in hand. 

9.65 Other Urgent Business 

KMR is to check if there will be no further green waste collections now that wheelie bins are being used.  .

9.66 Next Meeting

The next meeting (the Annual Parish Council Meeting) will take place at 9.30am on Saturday 15th May 2010. 
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