A  Meeting of Ashen Parish Council was held on Saturday 28th March 2009 at 9.45am in the Ashen Memorial Hall.





Minutes





Present:	Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)


		Cllr L Dockerill (LD)


		Cllr N McCrea (NM)


		Cllr R Higgs (RH) 


		Cllr A Lane (AL)





Public:		No members of the public were present


				


In attendance:	Karen Melville-Ross - Clerk to the Council (KMR)





8.32 Apologies for Absence


All were present.





8.33 Approval of previous minutes


The Minutes of the meeting of 10th January 2009 were approved and signed. 





8.34 Financial Matters 


a) RP thanked AL for bringing the discrepancy on the historical balance to the Council's attention.  This has now been resolved. 


It was decided that the £12.50 fee to cancel KMR's missing wages cheque was prohibitive, and a new cheque was issued.  


b) Payments were made as per invoices.  LD handed KMR the grant cheque for the street lighting to pay into the bank account. 


c)The budget was approved at the previous meeting.  





8.35 Playing Fields


Paul Chancery has renewed his agreement to maintain the playing fields and to tidy the Waver in the spring.  RP has sent a letter on behalf of the Council regarding his daughter's riding accident. 


RH and AL reported a problem with drainage in the middle of the field.  AL thought that heavy rolling might resolve the problem.  RH is to ask Steven Norris if he would be willing to roll it. 


It was agreed to leave the ramp children have made for mountain biking, and to consider any need for a half pipe in the future. 





8.36 Village Hall 


RP sent the report on the roof to the council this morning. 


AL expressed surprise that the street light did not go off at midnight as planned.  LD confirmed this is because it is on a sensor, rather than a timer.  KMR is to contact Cartledge to see if it would be possible to install a timer (with an over ride), so that it would come on by sensor but turn off on timer.  LD reported that there had been no complaints from parishioners about the light. 





8.37 Highways


a) The sign at Lower Stoke Road has been replaced.


b)Lighting has been discussed in 8.36.  The grant cheque has been received. 


c)RP is to speak to Colin Hainsworth regarding what is happening the Parish Paths Partnership Scheme.  





8.38 Neighbourhood Watch and Policing


a)KMR responded to the parking consultation and is to forward the email correspondence to RP. 


b)KMR reported on a letter from Highways regarding the necessity of licenses for any items that infringe on public highways, such as banners, hanging baskets and lights. 


c) NM and  LD reported on the damage to Ashen Hill (left hand side as you go down the hill).  Rain has washed away the shoulder of the surface and near the footpath (again on the left as you go down the hill) a manhole cover is now protruding dangerously.  There is also a large pot hole after the corner at the bottom of the hill.  KMR is to contact Highways.  


d)RP expressed his concerns regarding 2 reports of suspicious behaviour around the church, especially in light of recent thefts of lead from the roofs of other churches.  LD is to bring this to the attention of parishioners, and ask them to report any further suspicious behaviour.  





8.39 Village Amenity 


a)The waver will be tidied in the spring.


b) Ian Braddick's litter picking agreement has been renewed. 





8.40 Administration


KMR reported on a letter confirming the roll out of wheelie bins for the parish in October.  NM has a meeting on 23rd April regarding this and will report back with an update. 


It as agreed that is was not necessary for a Councillor to attend the inspection of the Greenfield's Housing. 





8.41 Planning


a)The proposed no fly zones for the airfield have been received.  The objective is now to check the technical claims – what is possible and acceptable.  NM considered that an agreement should be achieved if possible.  AL expressed his willingness to monitor the flight logging in the future.  It was agreed that the Council is content to support AJAG's proposals as a basis for negotiation.  RP is to draft a reply and send it to KMR.  


b) There are no outstanding consultations.


c)NM attended a meeting regarding the LDF on 16th March.  There is nothing to report as yet on the core strategy, but there will possibly be more information in the late summer.  RP took the information on the sustainability appraisal, but felt there would be few comments.  The allocation DPD , which will be announced later in the year, will be of more interest to Ashen. 





8.42 NATS 


a)NATS have accepted that they should redo their initial consultation and there will therefore be a new consultation in the summer. 


b)Due to the involvement of the Competition Commission, a decision on the second runway has been deferred, and there is a strong expectation that BAA will not proceed with the runway at all. AL was thanked for dealing with the PC’s representation.





8.43 Forward Plan 


RH is looking in to the ownership sign for the play area. 


NM is to follow up with Mick Galley regarding grants for litter picking.


KMR to forward a note of her conversation with Mick Galley regarding the muck heap to RP and LD is to find the document concerning ownership of the land. 





8.44 Other Urgent Business 


RH is to attend the next cluster meeting on 28th April.


RP is to produce a draft village survey to help produce a draft strategy for next year for consideration at the next meeting.  


AL is liaise with Colin Hainsworth regarding a map of the parish footpaths to be displayed in the village.  


LD asked about incorrect telephone directories for the area.  It was decided this was a matter for individuals to take up with Oftel.  





8.45 Next Meeting


The next meeting will take place at 11am on Saturday 16th May.  


