A  Meeting of Ashen Parish Council was held on Saturday 16th May 2009 at 11.00 am in the Ashen Memorial Hall.

Minutes

Present:
Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)



Cllr L Dockerill (LD)



Cllr N McCrea (NM)



Cllr A Lane (AL)

Apologies:
Cllr R Higgs (RH)

Karen Melville-Ross - Clerk to the Council (KMR)

Minutes taken by AL.

Public:

Two members of the public were present

9.00
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from RH and KMR.

9.01
Election of Chairman and Vice –Chairman

RP was proposed by NM and seconded by LD and duly elected Chairman.

Due to RH absence the election of Vice-Chairman was postponed to the next meeting.

9.02
Declarations of Interest

There were no changes to the existing Declarations. Members were reminded of their duties in this respect.

9.03
Approval of minutes for Council meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting both held on 28th March 2009.

The Minutes of the Council meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting held on 28th March 2009 were both approved and signed. 

9.04.
Financial matters:

a.
Approval of the accounts for 2008/9 together with confirmation of relevant controls and signing of the return

The approved accounts, that had been audited by Tony Couling, were approved as a true record and agreed by all.  The Council considered the questions on p 3 of the annual return and agreed to all of the questions where relevant.


b.
Current financial position

There has been no change of materiality since that reflected on the accounts


c.
Payments

Cheques for KMR wages and the hall hire were signed by RP.

9.05
Playing Field:


a.
Grass cutting and maintenance

It was agreed to increase the fees for Paul Chancery to maintain the playing fields from £45 to £50. He has also agreed to tidy the Waver in the spring



RH to confirm that the playing field had been rolled.

9.06
Village Hall

a
Report on repairs/grant

A Grass Roots grant for £5,000 may be available for repairs to the rear wall of the Village Hall. The current quote is for £4,885 plus VAT.  It was agreed that the Village Hall would pay the difference if the Grant is approved.

9.07
Highways:


a.
Street lighting to include timing control and electricity consumption;

An estimate for a lighting switch was between £100 and £200 plus labour for installation.  It was estimated that the running costs for the light would be approx £1 per week.  It was therefore decided to monitor the costs and to defer any upgrade.  An Invoice from the Village Hall is required to allow the Council to pay the costs.


b
Parish paths partnership scheme and footpaths

The Council welcomed Colin Hainsworth after his recent operation and thanked him for his continued work.

We now have a sign up pack covering the Parish Paths Partnership Scheme.  Colin reported that the Bridge had been repaired, footpath 11 had been cleared and the routing for footpath 21 had changed slightly in one of the fields.  This will be reviewed at the end of the summer when the crops are harvested.


c
Ashen Hill

David Wright (District Officer) reported via email that the large pothole at the bottom had been repaired and indicated that Ashen Hill is due for surface dressing and maintenance to the edge of the road surface during the Summer 

NM raised the issue of hedges extending into the line of sight for traffic at the top of Ashen Hill, causing a potential safety issue.  NM to informally discuss with the residents concerned.

9.08
Neighbourhood watch and police

Nothing to report.

9.09
Village amenity


a.
Street cleaning agreement with BDC;

Following discussions between RP and Ian Braddick it was proposed that his hourly rate be increased to £8.50 per hour based upon 3.5 hours per 4 weeks, this would equate to £386.75 pa.  The BDC grant would be £592.51 allowing a contingency for ad hoc additional cleaning and other related maintenance.

RP will post a notice on the Noticeboard showing the program for Channel Sweeping Programme.

9.10
Administration

a.
Report on correspondence

Nothing to report.

9.11
Planning matters

a.
Airfield

There have been some constructive meetings between AJAG and EGC.  A “Hush kit” will be fitted to the Tug Plane (subject to confirmation in writing), with agreement that the Green land should be allocated to extend the area for winch launching.  The No Fly Zones have been agreed subject to safety requirements.  It was agreed to monitor the situation this year and review in September.

b.
Rifle Range

Comments from the Councillors have been reported back with regard to the Planning Application. The majority were opposed.

c.
LDF

Nothing to report

d.
Stansted

Decision again postponed.

9.12
Cluster Meeting Report

Nothing to report – postponed to next meeting for RH to report.

9.13
Village Survey

AL had reformatted and slightly modified the survey proposal circulated by RP.  It was agreed for Alex Lane to distribute this version to all properties in the Parish, at a cost of £15.  It was agreed not to put a copy on the Website.

9.14
Forward Plan

a.
Confirmation of past year’s plan

b.
Approval of plan for 2009/10

Plan for 2009 / 10 approved.  Reformatted (landscape) version to be sent to RP by AL.

9.15
Other urgent business

Nothing to report

9.16
Next meeting

The next meeting will take place at 9.30am on Saturday 3rd October 2009.  
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