
A Meeting of Ashen Parish Council was held on Saturday 27th September 2008 at 9.30am in the Ashen Memorial Hall

Minutes

Present:
Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)



Cllr L Dockerill (LD)



Cllr R Higgs (RH) 



Cllr A Lane (AL)

Public:

4 members of the public were present

In attendance:
Karen Melville-Ross - Clerk to the Council (KMR)

8.17 Apologies for Absence

Nigel McCrea sent his apologies.   

8.18 Declarations of Interest

These remain unchanged. 

8.19 Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2008 were approved. 

8.20 Financial Matters 

a) There is a £35 discrepancy in the interim account – KMR has passed the accounts to RP for him to check. (Post meeting note by RP – this has now been corrected).  The audit was submitted but there has been no communication from the AC so far. 

b) The current financial position is satisfactory.

c) Grant payment cheques were signed for the Village Hall and the PCC.

The meeting was adjourned to take questions from the floor.  Colin Hainsworth asked about recycling, which RP informed him would be dealt with later in the meeting.  The meeting was then resumed. 

d) RP had negotiated a 15% discount for the annual insurance on the basis of membership of the EALC. 

8.21 Playing Fields

a) Paul Chinery is now cutting the grass in the playing fields. LD reported that Steven Norris has offered to cut the hedges.  RH is to email him to check if payment will be required and subject to that the offer should be accepted. 

b) The annual inspection of the play area took place on 26th September.  KMR is to circulate the report summary when she receives it. 

c) The bin at the entrance to the playing fields has been damaged and removed.  It was agreed just to have the one in the play area. RP had also removed the posts on the road side to enable the mowing to include that area.  There was placed at the side of the field should anyone have a use for them.

8.22 Village Hall  

LD had been told there was a 20 year guarantee on the work to the Village Hall roof.  In the event this is only for 10years.  The contractor was not prepared to do anything more about this.  RP reported that the policy in any event was limited in cover and there was nothing in writing to support the term as to provision of a 20 year insurance.  It was decided that litigation wasn't justified, and that any problems should appear with in the 10 years in any event. 

8.23 Highways 

a) No further action is required from the Council regarding Lower Stoke Road. 

b) Further to RH securing a grant of £1,403.66, KMR has ordered the street light from Cartledge and work should be commencing soon. 

c) Colin Hainsworth reported that he has informed ECC of the inaccessibility of path 11 due to over grown hedges.  He is also checking that path 24 will be reinstated following the ploughing of the field.  He will also raise again the dangerous state of the steps for the northern style on path 10. A copy of the footpath map is to be kept on the parish council file for public inspection. 

d) Doctors Lane is about to be resurfaced and the hedges cut. 

e) LD reported that by the bridge on Lower Stoke Road the sign has disappeared from the pole.  LD is to check in 2 weeks and if ECC have taken no action, to inform KMR.

f) KMR reported that the inhabitants of 5 Ashen Road, Ovington have a problem with the overgrown footpath destroying their fence.  KMR is to ask them to put the matter in writing and enclose a plan showing the location.  

8.24 Neighbourhood Watch 

a) Tony Howlands the new community warden spoke to KMR and reported only litter problems.  

b) LD is to put up a notice concerning Essex watch for caravans to prevent theft.  

c) LD and AL reported on the removal of a suspicious car from behind the village hall. The police commended AL’s son who had reported the incident, something supported by the Council.

8.25 Village Amenity 

a) In view of other nearby villages having new recycling schemes with wheelie bins, KMR is to inquire as to the future for Ashen.  

b) KMR is chasing up the possibility of a street cleaning grant from BDC.

c) Although the Waver is not the PC's responsibility, come the spring RP is to ask Paul Chinery to tidy up round its edge, if it has not already been done by ECC or another party.  

8.26 Administration 

a) Following her reelection, Councillor Lady Newton is to be invited to a suitable future village event.   

b) KMR is to thank Mrs Cockburn for her information about the Suffolk Preservation Society and inform her that her request to join is being considered.  

c) KMR reported on her visit to the House of Commons and her meeting with Brooks Newmark.  

8.27 Planning

a) RP expressed his thanks to AL and RH for attending the Airfield meetings on 24th and 30th August on the Council’s behalf.  RP was present, but representing AJAG. (as the Council representative on AJAG). 2 options are being put forward: a hush kit to reduce the noise of the air tug launch over the villages, or excluding air tugs, which requires additional land to enable winch launching in all wind directions. The Council considered the letters from EGC and AJAG and concluded that it should support the line and reasons in the AJAG letter.    The council agreed that aero tows should be stopped.  KM-R is to send a letter as approved by the Council.  

b) The consultation system is working well. 

c) There is no change in the LDF at present, although the core strategy is due imminently. 

d) RP declared his interest concerning Stansted in that he was instructed to represent an objector to the proposal and took no part in the discussion or decisions on this item.  AL, who had agreed to lead on the Council’s response, has registered a formal objection to the 2nd runway and requested the opportunity to give oral representation at the formal inquiry meeting next year.  He will also try to attend the procedural pre-inquiry meeting.  AL suggested the Parish Council joining the Stop Stansted Expansion group, at a cost of £10 This was agreed.  KMR to send off the application.  Al has also registered with the Planning Inspectorate.  

8.28 NATS

We are still awaiting the outcome.  

8.29 Forward Plan

This was considered and it was agreed that all actions were in hand.

8.30 Any other business 

There was no other business. 

8.31 Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Ashen Parish Council will take place on Saturday 10th January 2009 at 4pm.
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