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A Meeting of the Ashen Parish Council was held on Saturday 29th September 2007 at 9.30am in the Ashen Memorial Hall.

Minutes

Present:
Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)



Cllr L Dockerill (LD)



Cllr N McCrea (NM)



Cllr R Higgs (RH) 

Apologies:
Cllr Colin Hackshall (CH)

Public:

5 members of the public were present

In attendance:
Karen Melville-Ross - Clerk to the Council (KMR)

Mr & Mrs Cockburn raised concerns about possible development outside of the village envelope.  NM informed them that at present there are no planning applications.  

8.1 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Colin Hackshall 

8.2 Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2007 were approved and signed by RP.  Page numbers are to be added.  

8.3 Financial Matters

a) The accounts for last year have been audited.

b) The current financial position to 31st August 2007 was agreed.  

c) Payments to the PCC and VHC were agreed to be made and it was agreed to continue with the litter picking which had been a success.   

8.4 Playing Field

a) The new teenage village is being used, and no antisocial behaviour had been reported. RH is to source a new “No Dogs” sign after the previous one was vandalised.   

b) The annual safety inspection was due in September and a report is expected imminently.  

c) David Gotts is keeping the area tidy, but another cut may be necessary, depending on the weather.

8.5 Village Hall

a) The survey of the Village Hall roof supported the retention of the hall and a new roof.  

b) A grant for £8,500 has been obtained from the Community Initiative Fund, and a further £5,000 is to be applied for from the Rural Community Development Fund.  LD and Graham Howard are to look into other grants.  RP was given the authority to apply for all relevant grants on behalf of the PC. NM is to email the survey results to the councillors and KMR, who will then add it to the website.  

8.6 Highways

a) There appear to be no badgers at present in the sett on Hollow Road

b) RP thanked Steven Norris for allowing the Permissive Rights of Way over his land.  More notices are being put up to inform people of the routes.  KMR is to add the information to the website. 

c) Lower Stoke Road is currently fine, the remainder will be resurfaced sometime this financial year. 
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d) Ridgewell byroad is being monitored.

e) The full results of the speed survey have been received and no excessive speeds were shown through the village and therefore there are no grounds for the CC to take further measures.  

f) Street Lighting was deferred to a future meeting.  

g) Hollow Road was dealt with above.

h) The repair signs have been removed. 

i) RP reported that the drains appeared to be in order.  CH to raise the matter directly with the CC if he feels further action is necessary.  

j) A volunteer is needed for the Parish Paths Partnership Scheme.  Certain paths are impassable, such as the route past Ashen House.  KMR to contact the CC. 

8.7 Neighbourhood Watch and Policing

a) LD was thanked for her work with Neighbourhood Watch.  A conference is to be held on 25th October at BDC, but LD will be on holiday.  Anyone interested in attending in her place should contact LD.  The electronic grouping has been set up and is in operation.  Any one wishing to be added should contact LD

b) CH had reported an incident at the airfield, but it was agreed that generally the situation is better.  

8.8 Village Amenities 

a) It was agreed earlier in the meeting to retain the litter picking service.

b) It was agreed to arrange for a lorry to be in the village for 3 to 4 hours on a Saturday for large items of waste to be collected on a trial basis to see the response.  NM to arrange and email details to KMR.  

c) It was agreed that the recycling facilities are acceptable.  

d) The notice board has been replaced.  

8.9 Administration 

KMR to email RP with the email address of the individual requesting information about Edith Cavell.  

8.10 Planning 

a) RP is to copy RH on the airfield consultation.  

b) Steven Norris is to distribute the consultation documents for consideration at the next meeting.  

8.11 Forward Plan 

All matters have been dealt with.  

8.12 Other Urgent Business 

There was no urgent business. 

8.13 Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Saturday 8th December at 9.30am in the village hall.  

