The Annual Parish Meeting of Ashen Parish Council was held on Saturday 28th March 2009 at 9.30am in the Ashen Memorial Hall.





Minutes





Present:	Cllr R. Purchas (Chairman) (RP)


		Cllr L Dockerill (LD)


		Cllr N McCrea (NM)


		Cllr R Higgs (RH) 


		Cllr A Lane (AL)





Public:		No members of the public were present


		County Councillor David Finch was present


		


In attendance:	Karen Melville-Ross - Clerk to the Council (KMR)





RP thanked Cllr Finch for attending.  Cllr Finch then summarised his annual parish report, which is attached below.  





LD asked Cllr Finch about the possible restriction in use of bus passes which she had heard on the radio.  Cllr Finch was not aware of any restrictions but agreed to look into the matter and send his findings to KMR.





Cllr Finch confirmed that the County Council has not invested in any Icelandic banks due to them not meeting treasury criteria and therefore had not lost money.  





RP concluded that the lack of attendance at the meeting might be an indication of a lack of discontent in the parish.  





NM proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Finch for all he has done in his time in office and wished him luck for his reelection in May.  





The meeting closed at 9.45am. 






























































Annual Parish Update 2008/9


�
 


�
ECC has continued to provide excellent services and secure the future of the county over the last year as it works towards our goal of providing the best quality of life in the UK: 


  


            Finances 


  


1.9% increase in council tax for 2009-10 is the lowest ever increase since the tax was introduced nearly 20 years ago. 


Due to a stringent review process we have identified £73 million of savings and efficiencies to allow us to redirect resources to our priorities. 


We are seeking a strategic partner to help us to fundamentally change the way that public services are delivered in Essex. This transformation is intended to redeploy £200 million per annum away from unwieldy and burdensome support processes and into front line services.


  


Adults, Health and Community Wellbeing (for which Cllr David Finch is the Cabinet Member) 


  


For the second year running our adult social care services were awarded the highest star rating possible (3 stars) by the regulator. 


By January 2009 on track to exceed our EssexWorks pledge to increase tenfold the number of adult social care users – 300+ - in receipt of personal budgets; providing those people with real choice and control about how best to meet their own social care needs and the outcomes that they want to achieve. 


Cllr Finch recently pledged £4 million “to offer Telecare equipment and support to all Essex residents over the age of 85 and other vulnerable groups enabling them to live safely and independently in their own home” during 2009/10 thereby furthering ECC’s committeemen to support freedom of choice and independence and prevent dependency amongst these groups.


  


NB Telecare describes any service that brings health and social care directly to a user, generally in their homes, supported by information and communication technology. It covers social alarms, lifestyle monitoring and telehealth (remote monitoring of vital signs for diagnosis, assessment and prevention). 


  


Telecare covers a wide range of equipment (detectors, monitors, alarms, pendants etc) and services (monitoring, call centres and response).  


  


Telecare equipment is provided to support an individual in their home and tailored to meet their needs. Telecare services range from a basic community alarm service that is able to respond to an emergency and provide regular contact by telephone to an integrated system that includes detectors or monitors (ie motion, falls, fire and gas) that trigger a warning to a response centre 


  


Transport 


  


12 ‘congestion busting’ schemes – one in each district in the county -have been delivered and have helped to reduce delays by: better use of existing road-space, creating more capacity through localised widening, or through technological innovations such as congestion activated signals. 


96% of principal roads across Essex are maintained in good condition, the numbers killed and seriously injured on Essex roads are the lowest for 25 years and there is increased use of public transport – passenger numbers having increased by over 3,650,000 since 2003-04. 


Lobbying by Cllr Finch has resulted in Highways extending the salting of rural roads so that all villages with more than 50 houses have their principal entry and exit roads salted in bad weather and ensured that potholes are dealt with in a more timely manner. 


We will continue to reduce congestion and improve journey times for highways users and to increase already high levels of passenger transport use and service satisfaction. A continued reduction in the numbers of people killed and seriously injured on Essex’s roads is also a high priority.


  


The Economy 


  


In November 2008 we announced a suite of measures, unique in the public sector, designed to support the local economy and offer assistance to all Essex citizens affected by the economic downturn, including:


  


We will spend upwards of £220 million this year in partnership with over 1,620 local suppliers – awarding contracts to local businesses 


We have attracted over £1.5 million of new funding to support research and development for small and medium-sized enterprises. 


Creation of a 'Bank of Essex', a special delivery vehicle to increase lending to small and medium sized enterprises in Essex. 


Direct financial assistance in the form of a lump sum payment to around 30,000 of the county’s most vulnerable households– equivalent to £100 off council tax bills. 


Creation of a county wide Apprentice' scheme.


  


Crime 


  


We have invested over £1 million in shared community safety priorities have contributed to reducing crime and the fear of crime; exceeding our Public Service Agreement crime reduction target, with an overall reduction of 13,017 key crimes since 2003-04.


  


Waste 


  


We are recognised as a leader in the field of waste management and our strategy of reducing dependence on landfill by both minimising the amount of waste produced and increasing the re-use of waste by recycling and bio treatment is proving successful. 


38% of household waste was recycled or composted in 2007-08 (up from 36% in 2006- 07) and we are on track to deliver our EssexWorks pledge to increase recycling to over 40% in 2008-09.


  


Community Leadership 


We have campaigned vigorously against post office closures and opened the first local authority funded Post Office in the country in November. 


We set up the Essex Rural Commission to build on our Post Office activity and address the issues affecting the 90% of our county that is rural.


  


Sport 


  


Working to support young people in Essex to fulfil their sporting potential and have invested in sports facilities and are on track to offer financial support to 70 talented athletes by the end of the financial year.


  


Trading Standards 


  


Ongoing investment by the County in Trading Standards has resulted in one of the best services nationally:


  


Cllr Finch has encouraged a focus on rural issues: lorries breeching the 7.5 ton limit on rural roads. 


Focus on unwanted doorstep callers to protect the elderly and vulnerable


  


  





