
Established since 1970

THE ALRESFORD ADVERTISER
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2024

For further information 
Contact:

Chris James on 07977 495382 or
Allyson Salmon on 07742 918062

ADMISSION INCLUDING 
REFRESHMENTS £3.00

FRIDAY 22nd NOVEMBER  
at 7.30pm

At Alresford Village Hall

ALRESFORD WI

EDINBURGH WOOL MILL

Warmly invite you to a

FASHION SHOW
BY

RAFFLE

MOVIE NIGHTS
Will be starting up again in 

Alresford Village Hall
See page 3 for details

Please use main entrance & not via football club

BYO or BAR AVAILABLE

ENTRY FEE £3.00 PER PERSON
MAX 6 PER TABLE

DOORS OPEN 7PM FOR 7.30 START

ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL

FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER

QUIZ NIGHT
QUIZMASTER: ROY OPENSHAW

CONTACT NICK PACE TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE ON 07799076626

PLEASE SEE PAGE 2 AND THE BACK PAGE FOR OTHER EVENTS COMING UP IN DECEMBER
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St Andrew’s Church

ST ANDREW’S REFLECTIONS 
Our youngest grandchild, aged 15 months, has just started to 
climb.  A year ago she was lying on the floor, smiling benignly 
(halcyon days).  Last week, one second she was toddling 
across the carpet, and the next she was ON TOP OF THE 
DINING TABLE.  Progress is a wonderful thing.  She’s 
obviously des�ned for great things on the north face of the 
Eiger, via Oakfurnitureland.com.  It made me consider why 
MY progress is somewhat less dynamic.  Twelve months has 
less to show for itself at my, hmm, mature age.

Is there an age we reach when we think we’ve had our 
moment to grow, and now is fallow �me? I’m stunned to 
read of people who do great things at great ages, par�cularly 
when it’s a new venture.  Mary Wesley wrote her first novel 
when she was 70, and went on to write another twelve.  
Harrie�e Thompson, an American classical pianist, took up 
running post-cancer when she was 76, and ran her fi�eenth 
aged 92, in 7 hours 15 minutes.

I’m pre�y sure I’ll never run a marathon; I peaked at 5k ten 
years ago.  A book? That would be nice, but I’m no J K 
Rowling.  Maybe there are other facets to our lives which 
could do with some polishing… I could be be�er at phoning 
friends, or at listening.  I could definitely improve in my 
generosity, or my pa�ence.   We are told that we were 
created in the image of God, so maybe I should be honing a 
few of the characteris�cs which the Maker displays: love, joy, 
peace, pa�ence, kindness, goodness, gentleness, humility, 
self-control.  We’re never too old to begin!

Julie Thompson

www.tenpennyvillages.uk
Find us on    
ParishChurchesofAlresfordElmsteadThorrington-
TennpennyVillages
Informa�on about our Services can be found on our no�ce 
sheet at h�p://tenpennyvillages.uk

St Andrew’s - not just for Sundays

Friendship Circle 10:30 to 12:00
1st and 3rd Monday
Although we are a bereavement group, we welcome 
anyone who is lonely and is seeking company for a chat, 
coffee and cake.

Memories 14:30 to 16:00
1st Monday
Do you or anyone you know have memory problems?  If 
so, you are very welcome to join us for a time of 
reminiscing and refreshment. If you would like to join us 
please contact Jeanette Downing on 01206 825008

Tuesday Tots 10:30 to 12:00
Weekly term-time
Somewhere to bring your little ones to play and 
somewhere to meet other parents and carers.

Knit and Natter 14:00 to 15:30
Tuesday Fortnightly
Bring your latest craft project or just come along and 
natter over tea and cake.

Start-up Café 10:30 to 12:00
2nd and 4th Wednesday
The Church transforms into a café to meet old and new 
friends over tea, coffee and cake, borrow a book or jigsaw 
and take part in a quiz!

Relax and Renew 13:45 to 15:00
3rd Thursday
Learn relaxation techniques and enjoy some 
refreshments

Ministry for Men 19:30 to 21:30
4th Thursday. 
Meet at St Andrew’s, Elmstead Green or Thorrington for 
a lift to the venue.  Put the world to rights over a drink 
and support our local pubs and other venues

Tenpenny Villages Benefice of Alresford, Elmstead, 
Frating with Thorrington.
More details on our website www.tenpennyvillages.uk 
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Do you run a club or society?  If you would like 
something included in the Alresford Adver�ser, 
please email alresfordadver�ser@gmail.com

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES NEWS

1st Alresford & Elmstead Market 
Scout Group

All you need to get in contact with us
Sec�ons, age groups, mee�ng places & contact details.

Beavers
Boys & girls aged 6 - 8 years
Meet on a Tuesday evening, 6.30pm - 7.30pm at Alresford 
Village Hall
alresfordbeavers@outlook.com

Cubs
Boys & girls aged 8 - 10 years
Meet on a Wednesday evening, 6.15pm - 7.45pm at 
Elmstead Community Centre
karl@elmsteadscouts.org

Scouts
Boys & girls aged 10 - 14 years
Meet on a Wednesday evening 7.45pm - 9.15pm at 
Elmstead Community Centre
chloe@elmsteadscouts.org

MOVIE NIGHTS
Will be starting again in Alresford Village Hall

Our �ilm for October is “Keeping Mum”,  a light-
hearted �ilm starring Maggie Smith and Rowan 
Atkinson amongst some well know other actors. 
Please note - this �ilm evening is on October 18th NOT 
as previously advertised the 25th October 

On 29th November the �ilm is “Ryans Daughter” 
starring John Mills, Sarah Miles, Robert Mitchum, 
Christopher Jones and Trevor Howard.
This �ilm is approx. 3 hours long so it will be 
commencing at 7pm with doors open at 6.30pm 

On  December 13th Movie Night becomes Music Night 
with lots of your favourite songs and music brought to 
the big screen. 

Monies raised on this evening will be donated to 
MacMillan and the East Anglian Children’s Hospice 
(EACH)

Alresford VH Management Committee

Alresford VH Management Committee

This is a no cost - non ticket event but donations 
will be very welcome for the teas and coffees

MOVIE NIGHT
At Alresford Village Hall

Friday 18th October 2024

Film starts at 7.30 - doors open at 7.00pm

Alresford VH Management Committee

This is a no cost - non ticket event but donations 
will be very welcome for the teas and coffees

MOVIE NIGHT
At Alresford Village Hall

Friday 29th November 2024

Film starts at 7.00 - doors open at 6.30pm
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ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL 
REGULAR GROUPS

MONDAY
• Mindfulness Yoga meet Monday mornings
• Alresford Indoor Carpet Bowls Club meet

Monday a�ernoon/Evening.
TUESDAY
• Alresford Lunch Club meet every Tuesday

morning and early a�ernoon
• 1st Alresford Scout Group (Beavers) meet

Tuesday Tea�me.
• Dog Training Classes Tuesday evening.
WEDNESDAY
• Tai Chi meet every Wednesday morning.
• Alresford Women’s Guild meet every other

Wednesday a�ernoon.
• Pilates every Wednesday evening
THURSDAY
• Exercise Classes (Extend) meet every Thursday

morning.
• Alresford Women’s Ins�tute meet the second

Thursday evening of the month
• Sound & Gong Bath meet on the fourth Thursday

evening of the month
FRIDAY
• Alresford Calligraphy Group/Art Club meet every Friday 

morning.
• Simply Singing meet every other Friday a�ernoon

September to May
SATURDAY
• Alresford Cra� and Farmers Market on the first

Saturday morning of the month (February to
December)

• Li�le City on the 2nd Saturday morning of the month
• Alresford Colne Rangers Football Club 

(using the Pavilion at the rear of the hall)

If more informa�on is needed for any of these groups, please 
visit: h�ps://e-voice.org.uk/alresfordvillagehall/ or contact 
Russell Milburn on 01206 825739

LUNCHEON CLUBS
TUESDAYS at ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL: 

12.30 - 2.30pm

FRIDAYS at BRIGHTLINGSEA COMMUNITY CENTRE: 

12.30 - 2.30pm

2 Course Meal including Tea / Coffee - £7.00
Transport, door to door, if needed - £4.00

Raffle - £1.00

We welcome back all past members and 
newcomers.   

It is not too late to join us for these friendly meals.

For any further enquiries, please contact:

Alresford 

Mrs Wendy Bates on 
07582603816 or 01206 826757

Brightlingsea

The Autumn Centre, 1 Osborne Court, 
Victoria Place, Brightlingsea CO7 0EB   

Or telephone 01206 303702

Or email theautumncentre@outlook.com

SIMPLY SINGING
It has been proven that singing is possibly one of the best 
ways of offse�ng the nas�es of advancing years so could 
the singing group help you?

Our new season will commence on Friday 4th October at 
2pm so we hope to see you all again then. Please men�on 
us to friends, family, neighbours etc. emphasising we are 
not a choir but a group of people, male and female, who 
enjoy ge�ng together for a sing song and a great social 
a�ernoon.

Other dates:

18th October

1st, 15th & 29th November.

Please come along and give it a try - we normally meet 
twice monthly on Friday a�ernoons between 2 and 4pm, 
cost is just £2 per a�ernoon which includes refreshments.

For more details, please contact Jeane�e on 01206 825008 
or Chris on 07484 334698

Alresford Village Hall
Ford Lane CO7 8AT

9am - 12 noon

A variety of food & 
craft stalls

Free Admission
Free car park and disabled facilities

For updated information, please check our FB page

5th October
2nd November
7th December

ALRESFORD CRAFT & 
FARMERS MARKET

2024 DATES
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ALRESFORD ANGLING ASSOCIATION

Patron: Sir Bernard Jenkin MP

ALRESFORD GARDENING CLUB
Since the last report, a number of our members took 
advantage of the free entry �ckets available to the club to 
visit the RHS gardens at Hyde Hall for their annual summer 
show.

Our guest speaker for September was Mr Brian Thurlow, who 
related a story of The Perennial Mr Po�er. This fic��ous 
story told of a young boy in a small village outside Bury St 
Edmunds and his growing up to become the head gardener 
at a large country house called The Glebe.

Brian dressed himself for the part and his talk was made 
more realis�c by a po�ng shed display of old garden tools 
and garden artefacts. His narra�on was both informa�ve, 
humorous and given in such a way that one could almost 
imaging you were there at the �me. Brian lives in Clare and 
he bought a wide variety of po�ed plants from his garden for 
people to purchase.

This year is the 50th anniversary of Alresford Gardening 
Club, formerly the Hor�cultural Society. It all started with a 
few people with a keen interest in plants and gardening 
coming together, growing into one of the best a�ended 
clubs in the village.

Sadly this season has seen a drama�c fall in members 
a�ending and based on current and expected future 
member numbers, the cost of visi�ng speakers, hall hire, 
Insurance and other fees, regre�ably the commi�ee has 
made the decision to close at the end of this season.

Therefore our mee�ng for October with a talk by Dr Chris 
Gibson will be our last. The annual quiz originally planned 
for November 15th has been cancelled.

Any residual funds held by the club will be donated to 
projects within the village and the commi�ee will be 
discussing this a�er this season closes. A future edi�on of 
the Adver�ser will detail how the funds have been 
distributed.

I extend many thanks to my fellow commi�ee members for 
their �me in running the club, and to past and present 
members who have supported the club over the years.

Chris Sanderson

The Mobile Library visits every: 3 weeks

Day of visit: Thursday  
Time of Visit: 11.55am to 12.25pm

10th and 31st October 
21st November
12th December

Hopefully you have all enjoyed a relaxing and produc�ve 
summer of fishing. All the lake levels have remained up, 
despite the long dry spell during August.

The amount donated to St Helena Hospice was £500 in 
total, which included raffle money raised from the charity 
angling match and further dona�ons made by the club and 
members toward this worthy cause. A big thank you to all 
involved. 

The Arthur Bareham Lake at Alresford has had an influx of 
small Carp supplied Tony Wignall of Houchins Farm Lakes. 
Tony has large Carp and Ca�ish in his lakes and the fish 
supplied came from a stock pond. There was a selec�on of 
Commons, Mirrors and Fully Scaled Mirrors. All the fish 
were inspected by the Environment Agency and will make 
a welcome addi�on to the lake’s stock and should start 
showing next year onward.

The club has introduced a Close Season for Pike in the 
Alresford lake. This will stop all pike fishing from 15th March 
through to the 15th October but will be dependent on 
weather condi�ons. An early Spring could result in the 
season ending early and a late summer could result in the 
season star�ng later. The rules surrounding Pike fishing are 
displayed in the web-site and also on the club’s Clubmate 
page.

The maintenance team will soon be commencing repairs to 
swims and access paths along with trimming back 
vegeta�on and shrubs. Volunteers are always welcome 
and whatever task you take on will be well within your 
capabili�es. The Club has been in contact with the Essex 
Nature Partnership to gain advice and assistance with the 
increase of wildlife and habitat around our lakes as an 
ongoing project.

Please ensure you clear up behind yourselves and take any 
li�er away that has been le� by others. The car park at the 
top of the Alresford Lake seems to be a hot spot for 
dumping plas�c bo�les and containers. This is not le� by 
anglers but picked up by them!

As always, enjoy your fishing, stay safe and look out for one 
another

Tight Lines.
Mike Day (Hon. Secretary) 

ALRESFORD WI
The speaker for October will be Gary Egerton talking about 
the Houses of Parliament and in November Rob Butcher tells 
us about the history of Alresford.

On the 22nd November we will be holding a Fashion Show by 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill in the Village Hall.  Further details 
about this can be found on the front page.

We meet on the second Thursday of each month in the 
Village Hall.  Mee�ngs start at 7.30p.m.

For further informa�on please contact:

Chris James 07977 495382
Hilda Newbold 01206 823477
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ALRESFORD COLNE RANGERS F.C
On the 27th of July, an Alresford team 
travelled to Bromley Road, home of Gas 

Rec as holders of the Chase West Memorial 
Cup. The match is held in memory of a lovely 

y o u n g man taken from us in tragic circumstances.  In a 
compe��ve game Alresford retained the cup a�er a penalty 
shootout with the ever-dependable Peter Spencer, top cat on 
the day.

With the new season star�ng on 10th August for the men’s 
teams and the Ladies and youth teams star�ng in September 
an air of excitement swirls around the club. The pitches look 
amazing, the teams in their new kits look amazing with 
thanks to all the sponsors that have made this possible. 

With the commi�ee working hard the club looks to be 
moving in the right direc�on.

The first game was against East Thurrock, a club that ceased 
a few years ago and is now reborn, the interest they have 
needed a coach to transport all their supporters to Ford Lane 
for the game.  ACRFC won 2-1 and to date have con�nued a 
successful start winning four, drawing one and losing one of 
their first six fixtures.   

Alas the Reserves have not been so successful, drawing one 
and losing two up un�l the 7th of September.,

We look forward to seeing you over at Ford Lane and 
everyone is welcome to have a cup of tea, make new friends 
and enjoy the fresh air.

Do you want to get involved in helping run the club, 

WE WOULD LOVE INTEREST ON HELPING IN THE BAR……

So please give us a look, come speak to us and you might just 
catch the bug.

Brian Mar�n
The Ranger

THE CHARITY BAG
STAMPS for Bone Cancer Research (un�l there is a cure)

S�ll collec�ng stamps and postcards for Bone Cancer 
Research.  ½” around each stamp please.

5 black sacks have been taken to the collec�on point in 
Benfleet.  On return we were met by more bags of albums, 
used stamps and a coin collec�on.  The coins have been 
donated to the Autumn Centre in Brightlingsea for their 
fund raising pot.  I do not normally take in coinage.  

Kev and Terri Bush from Benfleet kindly collected the 
stamps, it was lovely to meet up for the first �me.  
Apparently details are on Facebook.

Thank you so much for your input, the stamps and albums 
will be boxed up and sold at auc�on.

KNITTING

A very generous input this month of newly kni�ed 
garments.  

A few large sacks of new wool from a re�red professional 
kni�er, with appropriate pa�erns, needles and banded 
wool.

Thank you for your though�ulness from those who cannot 
thank you personally.

Wool and needles are available with delivery and collec�on 
daily.

Take care always un�l next �me.
Chris S�mpson
2 Coach Road, Alresford (opposite the surgery)

ESSEX LIBRARIES
Volunteering feels good! Volunteering with us isn’t just 
about the tasks you’ll do—it’s about the impact you’ll have. 
When you volunteer at your local library, you’re not just 
giving your �me — you’re being a part of  your community. 
Whether you have a few hours each month or more, join us 
as a volunteer at Essex Library Service.
For further informa�on, please see: h�ps://libraries.essex.
gov.uk/digital-content/volunteer-at-your-local-library
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FULL

ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL
Charity Commission Number: 301233

Website: h�ps://e-voice.org.uk/alresfordvillagehall
 h�ps://www.facebook.com/Alresfordvillagehall/

An online calendar is available via the website to allow 
visibility of when the VILLAGE HALL or PAVILION is available 
for hire. Bookings will s�ll need to be made via email or 
telephone with a booking /security deposit now required to 
confirm the booking. Hirers are encouraged to pay deposit/
fees using BACS and a�er the hire the deposit is quickly 
refunded assuming the hall/pavilion is le� as the contract of 
hire defines.

Email: alresfordvillagehall@gmail.com
Contact No:  07548 742796

Please see the website for all news and updates regarding 
hire �mes, fees, booking process and advice as to end of 
session �mes and clear up including vaca�ng the hall

Defibrillator and CPR Training - UPDATE

The training will be held over  two sessions on Saturday 19th

October at the Village Hall. The places are now full so please 
do not turn up on the day it is unlikely there will be space 
unless you have already booked.

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

At last. The oven has been repaired a�er many issues with 
parts and late appointments. Thank you to Trustee Sue 
Dukelow for seeing this through to a successful conclusion.

Unfortunately, another Trustee has had to stand down. David 
Bright who has been with us a good few years is resigning due 
to increased work and personal commitments. We thank 
David for being part of the Management Commi�ee during 
the last few and some�mes par�cularly challenging years.

We move forward with the solar panel project with 
compe��ve quotes now received. There is a small amount of 
structural work that is required internally, and it is planned to 
do this over the Christmas shut down period. Also, it is hoped 
to use this opportunity to improve the main hall ligh�ng at 
the same �me.

The Simply Singing and Film evenings will commence in 
October and November, please see the dates and �mes in this 
Alresford Adver�ser.

We have recently lost another long-standing regular hire 
group, The Carol Gale Dancing School who met on a Thursday 
a�ernoon. This leaves hire sessions during day�me that have 
not been available for many years due to high usage. 
However, a Palates class has now started on a Wednesday 
evening and the Sound Bath Yoga con�nues once a month. 
Also, there is a Games evening that is to start in October on a 
Friday evening, again see Alresford Adver�ser for further 
details.

HEALTH AND SAFETY/FIRST AID

If you are hiring the Village Hall, please make yourself aware 
of the Health and Safety procedures, including the Accident 
book and the emergency procedure in the event of a fire, 
these can be found in a file in the hall foyer area.  A First Aid 
kit is provided for hires and is located in the kitchen; respect 
for this would be appreciated.  Regular user groups/clubs 
should also provide their own First Aid kit. 

Russell Milburn 
Chair AVHMC  01206 825739

HEARING LOSS
In 2023 I wrote a short ar�cle on being hard of hearing, at 
that �me I only had 16% hearing which made my life very 
difficult.

I was referred by my GP to the local ENT department at the 
Primary Care Centre, and following a consulta�on I was 
referred to Addenbrookes Hospital in Cambridge.  Here I 
was given numerous hearing tasks to assess my hearing 
levels, it was at this stage I was iden�fied at having lost 84% 
of my hearing.  This was quite a shock.  My hearing loss was 
then discussed at a later mee�ng of ENT Consultants and 
Audiologists, where it was agreed I would benefit from a 
Cochlear Implant.  These implants are costly, approximately 
£20,000 per implant but are available on the NHS.  There is 
no age limit to these, children and adults of all ages are 
considered.  Some 90 plus year olds have benefited. 

The surgery is a day case,  Two weeks a�er my surgery I had 
my implant ac�vated, for the first �me in a very long �me I 
could hear speech quite clearly.  Four further appointments 
took place following ac�va�on, where my implant was fine-
tuned as I began to adapt to hearing once again.  It takes 
the brain �me to relearn hearing; ass a result of this, I now 
have 78% hearing.  Not perfect but it has given me my life/
confidence back. 

I can now hold conversa�ons and not have to rely on 
someone helping me.  Telephone calls are now my latest 
challenge and finally it will be music.  I will always have 
areas where my hearing could be be�er, but I am grateful to 
have 78%.  It all takes �me and pa�ence.

As stated in my previous ar�cle, please seek help, it really 
can improve your quality of life and those around you.
It is a health problem and nothing to be ashamed of.

Jill

TRUSTEES WANT
ED

Are you old or new to the village?
We are looking for Trustees to join our 

Management Committee for the Village Hall.
If you are interested, please give me a call on 

01206 825739 
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ALRESFORD BIKERS -
RACKING UP THE MILES IN THE SUN

Following the Spring we had, and all the rain that seemed to fall every day, the weather has improved drama�cally lately.  Our 
ac�vity was a li�le suppressed at the �me, owing to the constant monsoons.  But, recently it has been nice, sunny, and hot, 
so we’re out riding!  

We have enjoyed a number of Sunday Rides, and some midweek rides for those of us not at work (re�red).  We call them 
“Shirkers not Workers Rides”.  We some�mes use these to check out places kindly suggested to us by friends as poten�al 
Sunday Rides, so that we don’t turn up in numbers and find them unsuitable.  Almost always they are lovely places and we’ve 
found some really nice hidden gems, but just occasionally there is somewhere with too many issues for our riders - for 
example a great place but nowhere to stop and park half a dozen bikes, or worse.  I myself checked out a cafe recommended 
to me, some way away, that receives great reviews on line, and it would have been great except that just before the place 
itself, there was a ford, full of green slime and weed, with no grip at all.  No problem in a car, out and out lethal on a bike.  
Dang, that water was cold too!  Several of us have just today returned from another Shirker’s Ride, via a previously unused 
route (not lost, “exploring”), and what a lovely ride that was!  Bacon s�ck, with the bread baked this morning in Lavenham, 
not to be missed!  

A few Sunday Rides ago we visited Parham Airfield too, where there is a museum jam packed with so much stuff we’re going 
to have to have a repeat visit.  A great place, lovely ride to it, and the tea and cake were lovely too!  
Another lovely surprise one Sunday was at Orford, where we were moseying to the tea room (make that bee-lining!) across 
the car park when in drove a completely unrestored Model T Ford!  Its number plate said 1913 on it.  It was lovely and drew 
a crowd in no �me, including us.  

We try to ride out to places and events of some kind every week, and last weekend as I write this was Copdock Bike Show.  
An annual event, there is something there for everyone, and even non-bikers would probably have a great �me.  Several of 
us went, early in the morning just to avoid the crowds later.  The show itself has grown massively since it started more than 

30 years ago, and this year was even bigger than last.  

A photographer was taking pictures of everyone as they arrived, for sale 
online.  

There were traders of all sorts, and everything that you can imagine was 
available for sale.  There is literally everything anyone could ask for, with 
a suitable variety of food outlets, bike dealerships with all the latest 
machines, displays and exhibi�ons of classic and modern machines, stunt 
riders, trials display riding, riding school demonstra�ons with “have a go” 
bikes.  Imagine thinking to yourself “I want to ride a bike” and having the 
opportunity to have a quick try out?  Doing that with 5,000 riders 
watching takes some nerve!  I watched a young lady have her first ever 
ride; the instructor guided her around in a big circle several �mes, she 
started and stopped several �mes, she didn’t fall off, and I could see the 
smile on her face inside the helmet from a hundred yards away.   For my 
friend Chris and I the place took so long to walk round that we had to stop 

a couple of �mes for ahem, tea, homemade sausage rolls, etc.  Rumours of me hi�ng the Pie and Cheese van twice in a day 
are quite untrue.  It was three �mes.  Anyway, it was a great day, and every �me we go to that event the sun comes out, and 
we have a great �me.

So, what’s next?  We have Sunday Rides, some to the seaside, some away from it to avoid the tourist conges�on.  We s�ll have 
Shirker’s Rides to do, and we s�ll have our mee�ngs.  So, if you want to join in, or just talk about bikes, bikers, biking, or 
anything related, just turn up!  We meet on the second Friday of every month in HQ, The Pointer Inn, where we are always 
welcomed by our hosts Neil and Sam.
Al Gillard

THANK YOU FRANK!

I would like to thank Frank (Belgrove) for his prompt 
ac�ons and help ge�ng the bridleway cut, as a sec�on 
was completely impassable causing a danger for all 
equine to access it. 

It’s now fully accessible and lovely and wide, thank you 
Frank.

Louise and Phoebe

BEFORE AFTER
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ALRESFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING 
JULY/AUGUST 2024

Pages 9 & 10
01/07/2024 - 29/07/2024

RECORDED CRIMES: 12

CRIME TYPES: Assault without injury x 2 - Harassment x 4 - 
Malicious communica�ons - Public order x 4 - The�

INCIDENTS REPORTED: 17

TYPES REPORTED: Abandoned 999 - Animal - Assault x 2 - Call 
on - Domes�c x 3 - Harassment - Missing Persons - 
Obstruc�on - Other x 2 - Suspicious circumstances x 2 - 
Threats x 2

29/07/2024 - 23/08/2024

RECORDED CRIMES: 8

CRIME TYPES: Aggravated burglary - Assault (ABH) - GBH - 
Other criminal damage - Sec�on 4A Public Order x 2 - The� 
from vehicle x 2

INCIDENTS REPORTED: 20

TYPES REPORTED: Abandoned 999 - Abandoned vehicle 
(road legal) - Assault - Assist other agency - A�n to - Burglary 
x 2 - Civil dispute - Concern for welfare x 4 - Driving complaint 
- Informa�on - Nuisance - Other  - Suspicious circumstances x 
3 - The� from a vehicle

TRUCAM (SPEEDING): 
Trucam will be deployed on a regular basis in the village.  

July 2024: 30mph zone
3 vehicles exceeding the speed limit - Top speed 46mph

August 2024: 3 sessions in a 30mph  zone
1. 11 vehicles exceeding the speed limit - Top speed  41mph
2) 8 vehicles exceeding the speed limit - Top speed 39mph
3) 5 vehicles exceeding the speed limit - Top speed 45mph

TOTAL FOR THE MONTH - 24
The 30mph signs were checked before and a�er deployment 
and were clearly visible. 

Please drive with due care and a�en�on .  There is no excuse 
for poor driving!

Thank you to those abiding by the legal safe limit.

CONSIDERATE PARKING INCENTIVE TICKETS (CPI)

July 2024: 2 CPIs were given out in the village during this 
month

August 2024: 1 CPI was given out for pavement obstruc�on

Drivers are reminded not to park on junc�ons and footpaths, 
this causes obstruc�on and danger to the safety of others.  
These are both offences under the Highway code, which 
should be common knowledge to any driver.

Thank you for parking safely.

WHO TO REPORT TO FOR PARKING ISSUES/ VEHICLES

DVLA: Report an untaxed vehicle - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Deal with Vehicles with No MOT OR TAX on the public 
highway.  DVLA can remove them.  
Police will intervene when the vehicle is being driven with a 
fixed penalty no�ce.

PARKING EAST- parking.east@colchester.gov.uk
PARKING SERVICES - parking@tendringdc.gov.uk
01255 686969
Bad parking under the highway code.  
Police will intervene if the vehicle is a danger to the highway, 
i.e a complete block likely to cause an accident, where other 
vehicles etc cannot pass.

Dangerous driving caught on dash cam
If you capture dangerous driving on your dash cam, you can 
submit it to:
Essex Police - Extra Eyes (egressforms.com)

THEFT OF TOOLS - August 2024
There were 2 incidents of tools the� from vehicles this 
month,  currently under inves�ga�on.
For safety please remember to remove any tools from your 
vehicle overnight and do not leave valuables in sight.

OPERATION STRONGHOLD - August 2024
Patrols were conducted along with chairman Frank Belgrove 
for the yearly Opera�on Stronghold.  Various places of 
interest were patrolled where there has been previous 
an�social behaviour and problems etc.

Plenty of community engagement took place.  No concerns 
were raised and it was a pleasure to meet so many lovely 
residents.

BURGLARY - August 2024
An aggravated burglary was reported this month, which was 
more of a concern where 2 males entered a house with the 
door le� open.  This raised concerns around the village.  The 
males were later arrested

FRAUD/SCAMS
Fraud/blackmail/scams take place all the �me, everywhere.
A lot of these calls can just be random, where they don’t even 
know where you live.
For safety – If you are using online pla�orms like Facebook, 
Instagram etc always check your privacy se�ngs, so that a 
stranger can not see who is on your friends list and other 
informa�on that they could use to make you think they know 
you and fool you into paying them.

If you have any doubt of a possible  scam and just need 
advice,  please contact me Julia.brandon@essex.police.uk
I am more than happy to chat with you, no ma�er how silly 
or small you believe it is.

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH BOOK CAFÉ
As many of you may know, there is a coffee morning at St 
Andrew’s Church on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month. 
This is a welcome for all to pop in and have a chat with  others 
in the community over a coffee and slice of cake. They are 
such a lovely friendly group.

I will be in a�endance on the following date if you have any 
concerns in Alresford, or just want to pop along to say hello.

WED 23rd October 2024: 10.30 - 12.00 hours

PCSO ACTIVITIES (A few)
• Village parking patrol
• Missing person search
• Liaising with parking services and other agencies



10

• Numerous intelligence has been gained and submi�ed
• Patrolling of hot spot areas in the village
• Monthly knife sweeps/drug paraphernalia have been 

conducted in various areas
• Welfare visits/checks were conducted on elderly/

vulnerable residents and vic�ms of crime
• Trucam is ongoing and deployed as part of “you said we 

did”
• Community engagement a�ending various arranged 

func�ons, sessions etc
• Advice given to a few residents
• Trying to head off a presumed motor bike riding along 

the creek - turned out to be the farmer in the field with 
a quad bike to catch the calves for ear marking

• Search for missing dog around the creek area - thankfully 
the dog was located by the owner.

• 
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES
If you see anything that does not look right, report it.  Try and 
get as much informa�on as you can, including registra�on 
numbers, which are key to a lot of ac�vity. The more you 
have, the more chance we have of a posi�ve inves�ga�on, 
with results.                                               

REPORTING INCIDENTS THE CORRECT WAY
Residents are s�ll not repor�ng incidents when they happen.
It is vital that incidents are reported at the �me to the above, 
so the right team can be assigned with a be�er chance of 
progress.

To report an incident please ring 101 or for Emergency 999
Or report it online h�ps://www.essex.police.uk/do-it-
online/report-a-crime/

A unique, local and conscious service helping
you to resell and buy quality pre-loved clothes.

Commit to a long-term relationship with
clothes, it’s one of the most effective ways to

fight fast fashion.

www.consciouslyclothed.co.uk
info@consciouslyclothed.co.uk

07708 441176

ALRESFORD SALE TRAIL
What a busy day it was, there were over thirty 
par�cipa�ng households, the weather helped too and 
made it a lovely event.

There were visitors from many places including as far 
afield as Harwich and Tiptree.  I would like to thank 
everyone who took part and look forward to running 
another event in the Spring. 

A dona�on will be given to the 
swimming pool fund.

Samantha Jordan.
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ALRESFORD PARISH CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
October/November 2024

Update on Projects
In the last report (August/September) in the Alresford 
Adver�ser I men�oned that the Parish Council had applied 
for an £8,000 grant from the Rural England Prosperity Fund 
in order for our Solar Panel project for the Pavilion building 
to proceed. We now have that grant and the Council thanks 
our Proper Officer, Mr Ma� Cooke, for his work on the 
applica�on documenta�on. Genera�ng our own electricity 
for the community building will save the local taxpayer 
money in the long term.

The other project we wish to progress is the installa�on of a 
publicly accessible modular toilet block for the playing field 
and the Council has instructed a specialist company to lay a 
new sewer in prepara�on for delivery of the toilet bock. 
Again, we are fortunate to be able to use grant money 
towards the preparatory works.

Maintaining our facili�es on the playing field to a high 
standard is so important and in this regard the Council is 
considering upgrading the fenced hard-court area. The 
playing surface needs replacing, and equipment requires 
upgrading. A Council Working Party will discuss op�ons and 
report back to the Council. The inten�on is to use Planning 
Gain monies for these works.

Highways.
The Parish Council has intervened twice to carry out 
kerbstone repairs in the Coppice Road area (although it has 
no duty to do this) and we have now formed a Council 
Working Party to carry out inves�ga�ons into what progress 
can be made at County level on this issue. 

Essex Highways has received Government money and has 
purchased new machinery for roadside hedge and 
vegeta�on cu�ng and is to undertake a comprehensive 
programme of roadside hedge cu�ng across Essex. 
Hopefully this will improve roadside footpaths for 
pedestrians in Alresford . In the case of hedges owned by 
landowners (farmers etc) one le�er will be sent by Highways 
giving no�ce to trim any obstruc�ve hedging – if the 
landowner does not comply then Highways will cut the 
hedge and send invoices to the landowner. The Parish 
Council has voted to also instruct our Clerk to send advice 
le�ers to landowners if  hedges are not a�ended to. We do 
not send le�ers during the off season for landowner hedges. 
September to March are the months farmers and other 
landowners roadside hedges should be cut back. 

Li�er and Li�er Bins
During the summer months it was apparent that at �mes 
some of the li�er and dog waste bins were not being 
emp�ed in a �mely manner. Tendring District Council (using 
Veolia contractors) carries out the majority of bin emptying. 
There is an issue on the Staunton Gate estate due to the 
protracted hand-over period and once the Parish Council has 
full oversight of the area we hope to organise bin emptying 
more promptly. It is disappoin�ng that some residents leave 
waste on the ground when bins are full.

The Parish Council con�nually presses for a be�er service 
but thanks our Handyman, Jason, for his interven�ons to 
clear overflowing bins.

A replacement bin has been installed at The Creek as the 
previous bin was fire damaged by vandals. We hope visitors 
use the bin.

There are some amazing volunteers including parents with 
children that carry out li�er picks in the community and we 
are all so grateful for this, how good it would be though if 
everyone respected our village and did not drop li�er in the 
first place!

Horse Riding
We only have one bridleway unfortunately, and so in the 
main, riders are using the roadways and lanes for their rides. 
Safety is so important and the Council has been approached 
to see if improvements can be made. Signage  can help with 
awareness and the Council is looking at possible sites where 
they would be useful. In addi�on, the Council will posi�on 
advisory posters asking vehicle drivers to be horse rider 
aware. It is so good to see horse and rider out and about but 
they do need other road users to treat them with cau�on – 
so low speeds and no sudden noises!

Policing
The PCSO/Policing page of this magazine deals with all 
policing ma�ers however as a partnership worker with the 
police Parish and Town Councils have significant input into 
law and order. There have been one or two recent events 
that have caused concern – an�-social behaviour and 
aggravated burglary have been reported on more than one 
occasion. It is worth no�ng though that arrests have made 
and charges have followed. We are grateful for the work our 
PCSO does and thank Essex Police for their recent 
interven�ons.

Planning
When considering a home extension or other major building 
work it is o�en worthwhile discussing the ma�er with the 
owner of any nearby property that might be impacted, this 
can save �me, money and peace of mind in the future. 
Planning consultants will assist with the design and legali�es 
but so much can be smoothed over by a neighbourly 
discussion. Alresford Parish Council is contacted by the TDC 
Planning Dept for comment on most planning applica�ons 
and we hopefully give fair and lawful considera�on to 
planning applica�ons. Issues though that can lead to legal 
challenges later between par�es could o�en have been dealt 
with by a friendly chat over the garden fence!

Allotments
Those on the wai�ng list for Staunton Gate allotment plots 
have all been contacted and the first eighteen residents 
listed will soon be allocated plot numbers now that the site 
has been laid out. Although formal handover to the Parish 
Council has not happened yet the Parish Council has started 
managing the allotment area.

In conclusion
The Parish Council does what it can to maintain and improve 
facili�es and the public realm of the village. If anyone has 
sugges�ons for further improvements or indeed if some 
ma�er needs addressing then please contact a Councillor or 
the Clerk. A public forum at the start of each main Parish 
Council mee�ng is useful for long term ma�ers but for most 
maintenance ma�ers or general queries an e-mail  or phone
call to a Councillor or the Clerk should be adequate, and the 
ma�er will be responded to.

Councillor Frank Belgrove
Chairman Alresford Parish Council
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ALRESFORD
VILLAGE SHOP
Colchester Main Road

01206 828169

Extended Opening Hours:
Monday - Saturday: 5.00am- 9.00pm

Sunday: 6.00am - 8.00pm

New, more variety stock available including a
wide range of beers, wines, spirits, groceries,

confectionery, soft drinks etc.
Hot food: sausage rolls & pasties

LOOK OUT FOR OUT SPECIAL OFFERS
MyHermes Parcel Label Printing, Send &

Return Service also Collection Point
Printing Service & Payment Facility

available in Store
Agents for Danes Launderers & Dry Cleaners

Cash Machine
Newspaper Delivery
Customer Car Park

Horses  Dogs  Cats  Small Pets Poultry

01206 827035
The complete range of animal

feeds, bedding and accessories for

Opening:

Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm
Sat: 9am - 4pm

Local delivery available

Email: directanimalfeeds6@gmail.com

Maggie: 07885082281

Unit 3, Heath Farm
Cockaynes Lane
Alresford
C07 8DA
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TREE SURGEON
Reshaping
Reducing

Surgery Work
and Clearance

FULL INSURANCE
For Free Estimate and Advice

TELEPHONE:
01206 825498

Or 07885749934
Roxburgh

Colchester Main Road
Alresford
CO7 8DG

* All occasions catered for weddings, funerals etc

* Quality buffets & homemade dessert

* Delivered to your venue or home

* Afternoon teas delivered to your venue

Blue Onion Catering
FREE delivery in local area

01255 861617
07738 616816 or 07795 441635
www.blueonion-catering.co.uk

blueonioncatering@hotmail.com

Family Run Butchers / Local Delivery Service

Quality Meat / Shop in store or online

07720833207
beckysbutchers@gmail.com

beckysbutchers.co.uk

Badley Hall Farm, Great Bromley,
Colchester, Essex CO7 7UU

Open Wednesday, Thursday Friday and Saturday
9am - 4pm

Local Beef, Lamb, Pork, Chicken and Game

Award Winning Sausages / Handmade Pies

BBQ Meats / Frozen Fish

Eggs, Jams and Chutneys

Christmas Turkeys and much more
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Hypnosis Centres
What We Do: At Anthony Wilson Hypnotherapy, we

specialise in transforming lives through expert
hypnotherapy. With over 35 years of experience, we're

dedicated to helping you overcome challenges and
achieve a balanced, fulfilling life.

Services: Specialising in phobia treatment, self-esteem
enhancement, confidence building, anxiety and stress

relief, depression management, smoking cessa�on, and
weight loss programs.

Why Choose Us: Unlike our compe�tors, we combine
decades of experience with a personalised approach,

ensuring each client receives tailored treatment for their
unique needs.

Innova�ve Techniques: We use cu�ng-edge
hypnotherapy techniques to ensure effec�ve and las�ng

results.

Personalised Care: Each session is customised to
address your specific goals and challenges.

Friendly and Personable: We're not just
hypnotherapists; we're your partners in

wellness, right here in Essex and Suffolk.

Appointments available in Alresford

Please contact us on 07775630085 or
www.anthonywilsonhypnotherapy.com

conversionsSj

07899045847
01206824752

stuartjohnbush@gmx.co.uk

Builder

EXTENSIONS
LOFT CONVERSIONS

NEW KITCHEN FITS
NEW BATHROOM FITS
GARAGE CONVERSIONS

Free Estimates

ALRESFORD POST OFFICE 
& CONVENIENCE STORE

55 Station Road, Alresford
Essex, CO7 8BX

Opening Times:
Monday - Saturday 8am - 7pm

Sunday 8am - 4pm 

FREE BANKING SERVICES
Cash withdrawals, cash and cheques deposits for the 
following Banks:  Barclays, Halifax, HSBC, First Direct, 
M & S Bank, Lloyds, NatWest, Smile, Santander, The 

Co-op Bank, TSB, Royal Bank of Scotland, Cahoot, Bank 
of Ireland, Clydesdale Bank, Yorkshire Bank, CAF Bank

Cash withdrawals ONLY: Nationwide

DON’T FORGET….Your local Post Office offers 
many other services including: 

‘One4all’ multi-store cards

EVRi and Amazon 
Returns/Customers Drop Off Service
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WALKER
WORKS

Garden and General
Maintenance

Services

Ryan Walker
01206 824080
07887 746399

FOOT CLINIC
Trish Parker MAFHP MCFHP MINA ●17 Years Experience
Foot Prac�oner of Year Winner 2019

CONSULTATIONS ● CLINIC OPEN IN BRIGHTLINGSEA
5 DAYS A WEEK ● DIABETIC PATIENTS WELCOME

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENTS COVERING ALL FOOT DISORDERS
Removal of Corns ● Hard Skin ● Ingrown Toenails ● Infect ions
Fungal Infect ions ● Athlete’s Foot ● Thickened/Deformed Nails

Verruca’s ● Cracked and Painful Heels ● Fallen Arches

Call Trish Now To Book
An Appointment Prices From Only £20

01206 307884 ● 07808 938563
Clinic Held at: 66 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea
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Elite Bathroom
Installations
Ltd

Bathroom
Installations

Jack 07818 034032
Chris 07990 667039

Plastering / Decorating
Electrical Work
Flooring / Tiling
Carpentry
Plumbing

All work undertaken
References available
Fully Insured
Full fitting Service

Elite bathroom installations Ltd is a partnership of JFS & CW Building Services

Friendly and Trustworthy
Local Engineer
Please Call Jack on
01206 820599
07818 034032

17 Heath Road
Alresford

Essex
CO7 8DT
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SMALL SCALE SKIPS
1½ & 2 YARD MINI SKIPS

COMPETITIVE RATES

WE DELIVER

SAND    BALLAST    STONE    MOT TYPE I & II
SOIL    CRUSHED CONCRETE

01206 822770 OR 07802 265712
PHONE ANYTIME
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ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
CONTACT DETAILS

The Parish Office, The Pavilion, Ford Lane
Alresford CO7 8AT

Council mee�ngs are held at the Pavilion on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm.  Public and Press 
are welcome.  Agenda & Approved Minutes on website

Website: www.alresfordpcessex.uk/
Facebook: Alresford Parish Council (Parish Council 
only)/The Pavilion & Playing Field - Alresford Essex

Twi�er: @alresfordessex

Chairman: Cllr Frank Belgrove - 01206 823739
Vice-Chairman: Cllr Ernie Osborne

Cllr Linda Belgrove
Cllr Simon Clark
Cllr Gary Sco�

Cllr Ann Wiggins
Cllr Vincent Dalzell

Cllr Bina Swash 
Cllr Julia Claremont-Brown

Cllr Courtney Muller
Cllr Kristen Doulai

District Council Tendring
District Councillor Ann Wiggins - 01206 825153

Email: cllr.awiggins@tendringdc.gov.uk 

District Councillor Gary Sco� - 01206 820769
Email: cllr.gsco�@tendringdc.gov.uk

County Council Essex
County Councillor Alan Goggin - 01206 308023

Email: egog@b�nternet.com

Parish Clerk - The Proper Officer
Ma� Cooke - 01206 615117 (Answerphone 24/7)

Email: alresfordpc@outlook.com

Responsible Finance Officer & Assistant Clerk
Angela Baxter - 01206 615117 (Answerphone 24/7)

Email: rfopcessex@outlook.com

USEFUL CONTACTS
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH CONTACTS
Rector: Rev Andrew Fordyce  - 01206 920848 

Email: rector@tenpennyvillages.uk

Associated Priest: Rev Pauline Hart  - 01206 826318
Email: assocpriest@tenpennyvillages.uk

Curate: Janine Wilde
Email: curate@tenpennyvillages.uk 

Churchwarden: Lyn Bull  - 01206 827146
Email: stachurchwardens@tenpennyvillages.uk

Bookings for the Hub: Meg Burdus  - 01206 820618

VILLAGE HALL
Chair: Russell Milburn

Email: alresfordvillagehall@gmail.com

Contact No:  07548 742796

COPY DEADLINE
The editorial and adver�sing deadline for the 

August /September 2024 edi�on will be:
8th November 2024

ALRESFORD ADVERTISER CONTACT DETAILS
EMAIL: alresfordadver�ser@gmail.com
TELEPHONE: 01206 825739
ADDRESS: 22 Sta�on Road, Alresford, CO7 8BT

POLICE
PCSO: Julia.brandon@essex.police.uk

To report an incident please ring: 
101 or for Emergency 999

To report a crime online:
h�ps://www.essex.police.uk/do-it-online/report-a-crime/

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE A BIRTHDAY 
COMING UP?

WHY NOT TAKE A LOOK AT ALRESFORD 
VILLAGE HALL?

Weekend sessions available, 

08:30 - 12:30 or 13:00 - 17:00

There is room for a 12ft x 15ft bouncy castle

For further information, please email 
alresfordvillagehall@gmail.com

or telephone 07548 742796 

Over 1250 copies delivered to every household & business in Alresford, also available online in colour via the Parish 
Council & Village Hall websites: www.alresfordpcessex.uk & https://e-voice.org.uk/alresfordvillagehall/

mailto:alresfordvillagehall@gmail.com
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The Alresford Fete Organising Group have been informed by
the elves of the North Pole that Father Christmas is going to

be visiting Alresford Village Hall!

Father Christmas is coming to

Alresford!

  2PM - 4:30PM
SUNDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2024

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW
Please follow our Facebook page

“Alresford Fete Organising Group - AFOG”
 for more information or 

call Courtney on 07535707002

Alresford Village Hall, Ford Lane, CO7 8AT

DISCLAIMER
Submission of material does not always guarantee inclusion within the publica�on, and adver�sements and editorials are published in good faith.  The editor cannot 
be held responsible for the accuracy of any adver�sements placed by adver�sers.  Editorial material does not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the editors 
and neither editorial nor adver�sements are to be read as recommenda�ons on the part of the editor.

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y  T H E  A L R E S F O R D  F E T E  O R G A N I S I N G  G R O U P

Decorate a window, a tree, your house or front garden
for Christmas to help spread some festive cheer

around the village.

JUDGING DATES  AND  MORE

DETAILS  TO  FOLLOW 

! !FREE ENTRY!!
To enter, email your name

and address to
AlresfordFOG@gmail.com

or call Courtney on
07535707002

P R I Z E S  
T O  B E
W O N

ARE YOU OR YOUR PARTNER 75 OR OVER?
ALRESFORD FETE ORGANISING GROUP

Invites you to a 
 Christmas Tea & sing song 

at Alresford Village Hall
On Wednesday 4th December 2024 

 2pm - 4pm

Carols sung by children from 
Alresford Primary School

Please contact Becky King 
on 07482 478834 or 

Russell Milburn on 01206 825739
no later than the 

24th November to book a place

This event will be on a 
first come, first served basis

There is no charge for the afternoon

DON’T FORGET

This will be our last market of þe  year.
Some stalls are yet to be confirmed but þere will be 
lots of Christmas fare for great gifts, cakes, mince 
pies etc. Our raffle table will be þere of course, wiþ 
stall holders donating a gift wiþ þe proc�ds as 
always donated to a group in þe village who n�ds a 
bit of extra support.

Alresford Craft & Farmers Market
Christmas Market

Saturday 7þ December
Village Hall

9 am - midday

We look forward to welcoming you


