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www.alresfordchurch.net

Find us on fb: ParishChurchesofAlresfordElmsteadandThorrington-TenpennyVillages

SERVICES
Sunday Morning Services: 11am with crèche for
under 3s & Sunday Clubs for ages 3-15s.  Also an 8am
service on 1st Sunday of month.
Sunday Evening Services: as advertised
Mid-Week: Morning Prayer every day Monday – Friday
except Thursday which is Communion: 9am in the
Sanctuary.

REGULAR GROUPS
http://tenpennyvillages.uk/calendar.html

Children, Young People & Families
Powerpack for ages 3-8: Sunday mornings during
main Sunday service (not 1st Sunday – All-age Worship
instead).
Bumps ‘n’ Babies: Tuesdays in term-time 10.30am to
12 noon in the Hub.
Scramblers for under 5s and their carers: Mondays
in term-time 1.45 to 3pm in the Hub.
Razmatazz for primary aged children: Mondays in
term-time 3.30 to 4.30pm in the Hub.
Distinctive for ages 9-15s: Sunday mornings during
main Sunday service (not 1st Sunday – All-age Worship
instead)
Hangout@theHub: Youth Group for years 6 upwards
– Thursday evenings in term-time 6.30-8pm in the Hub.
Messy Church:– for the whole family – 3rd Friday of
the month 4.30pm in the Church & Hub (19th April,
17th May)
Adults
Home Groups: Tuesday evenings, Wednesday
afternoons & evenings.
Internet & Book Cafe: fortnightly on a Wednesday
10am to 12noon in the Church: (3rd & 17th April, 1st,
15th & 29th May)
Memories Cafe: 1st Thursday in the month at 2-4pm
in the Hub (4th April,  2nd May)
Friendship Circle:  2nd Monday in the month
10.30am - 12 noon (8th April, 13th May) in the Hub.
Relax & Renew: Relaxation group 2nd Friday in the
month 1.30 to 3pm (12th April, 10th May)
Knit ‘n’ Natter: Alternate Tuesdays in the Hub at
2pm (9th & 23rd April, 7th & 21st May)

CONTACTS:
Please contact the Associate Priest Rev. Pauline Hart
(01206 826318 or assocpriest@tenpennyvillages.uk)
for information about services, groups or any church
activities – also baptisms, weddings & funerals

Other Contacts:
Youth and Schools Worker: Charlotte Day (Charlie)
youthworker@tenpennyvillages.uk
Churchwardens: Wendy Wilson (01206 825040)
Lyn Bull (01206 827146)
stachurchwardens@tenpennyvillages.uk
Bookings for the Hub: Meg Burdus 01206 820618

LENT & EASTER 2019
Sunday 14 April – Palm Sunday:

9.30am: St Mary Magdalen Church Thorrington
10.00am: On the Green at Elmstead and
procession to Trinity Methodist Church
11.00am: St Andrew’s Church Alresford

Holy Week Reflections:
Monday 15th April 7.30pm:

Weeping over Jerusalem
St Mary Magdalen Church, Thorrington

Tuesday 16th April 7.30pm:
Anointing of Jesus

St Andrew’s Church, Alresford
Wednesday 17th 7.30pm:
Washing of the disciples’ feet

St Anne & St Laurence Church, Elmstead
Thursday18th 7.30pm:

Last Supper
St Andrew’s Church, Alresford

Friday 19th April – Good Friday:
10.00am: Good Friday Workshop

St Anne & St Laurence Church, Elmstead
Easter themed activities for all the family.

11.00am: Good Friday Reflective All Age Service
 St Andrew’s Church, Alresford

2.00pm: Quiet Hour at the Cross
St Mary Magdalen Church, Thorrington

4.30pm: Messy Church - Easter
St Andrew’s Church, Alresford

Saturday 20th April – Holy Saturday:
7.30pm: Easter Fire Service

St Anne & St Laurence Church, Elmstead
Sunday 21st April – Easter Day:

5.30am: Sunrise Communion Service
St Andrew’s Church Alresford

9.30am: St Mary Magdalen Church Thorrington
10.00am: St Anne & St Laurence Church Elmstead

11.00am: St Andrew’s Church Alresford
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The Alresford Advertiser will celebrate 50
years of publication in May 2020.  Over the
next year we will include some of the articles
and photos from past editions culminating
in a ‘Special 50 Years Edition’ to be included
in the April/May 2020 magazine.
The Alresford Advertiser was founded in May 1970
as a free village news sheet by the Rev Andrew
Halliday-Smith, soon after he became Rector of
Alresford.  Started as a monthly news sheet
sponsored by St Peter’s Church, the early editions
were smaller than now and contained no
photographs. It remained monthly until the end of
1972, when it became quarterly for a while. The last
quarterly edition was in November 1978, after
which it was produced on a bi-monthly basis - the
first covering December 1978/January 1979. It
continues as a bi-monthly magazine to date.
In addition to paid adverts, the Church continued
to sponsor the magazine until October 1973. From
November 1973 onwards, the Advertiser was
funded by the paid advertisements within it and
donations from villagers; currently the revenue
from  advertising is it’s only funding.
Following the Rev Halliday-Smith, other editors
have been:
Mrs E Cain
Mr Brian Briggs
Mr David Clarke
Mr Michael Hester
Ms Allison Wade and Mrs Hayley Milburn (current)
From May 1970 to date, there have been many
people assisting in the production and distribution
of the magazine; without their wonderful support
and work, as well as all of those who have
advertised over the years, there would not be a
magazine.
The information above has been gleaned from
previous editions of the magazine and therefore
in some part may be incomplete; if you have any
information or previous copies (especially the
earlier editions) that you would like to share,
please contact Allison or Hayley at
alresfordadvertiser@gmail.com

Saturday 6th July 2019
3 ‘til Late

Loads of Stalls, Activities & Attractions
including:

Tombolas, Cake & Plant Stalls, Beauty
Treatments, Candles, Jams/Chutneys,

Coconut Shy, Punch & Judy,
Face Painting, Pony & Trap Ride,

Carousel Rides, Lego Treasure Hunt
Falconry, Dog Show, Talent Show

Refreshments, including a Barbeque,
Candy Floss, Tea/Coffee/Cake, Ice Cream;

there will also be a Bar
Live Music from Band ‘Sound Of Sirens’

Lucky Programme Draw & Raffle
More information coming soon…..

If anyone would like to be involved please
contact Russell Milburn 01206 825739

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY
COFFEE MORNING

This annual coffee morning will take place in the
Hub on Saturday 13th April 10 am - 12 noon.
There will be bring and buy, cake and card stalls
and a raffle. As usual, this is an opportunity for
box holders to have their boxes emptied. Please
come and support this worthwhile cause which
supports vulnerable families and children
including runaways in the U.K.
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Food Served
Tuesday ~ Saturday 12pm-3pm

Friday ~ Saturday 6pm-8pm
Our Sunday Roast 12pm-3pm

Roast Beef, Pork or Lamb,
served with fresh vegetables &

all the trimmings from £7.95

BOOKING ADVISABLE -
DON’T MISS OUT

www.thepointerpub.co.uk

ALRESFORD
VILLAGE SHOP

New look refurbished store
under the Premier name

Colchester Main Road
01206 828169

Extended Opening hours:
Monday - Saturday: 5.00am - 8.30pm

Sunday: 6.00am - 8.00pm

New, more variety stock available including a
wide range of beers, wines, spirits, groceries,

confectionary, soft drinks etc.
NEW “Delice de France” bakery products,
Jam Doughnuts, Croissants, French stick,

Hot sausage rolls etc.
LOOK OUT FOR OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

Newspaper delivery
Agents for Danes Launderers

& Dry Cleaners
Cash Machine

MyHermes ParcelShop
Customer Car Park

The Pointer Alresford
Wivenhoe Rd, Alresford, CO7 8AQ

01206 824378

Events
Saturday 20th April

Live music with “Sammi B” - from 8.30pm
~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday 21st April
Live music with “Kinni Lee” - 5pm til 9pm

~~~~~~~~
Sunday 5th May

Live music with
“The East Coast Shakers” Band - 5pm til 9pm

~~~~~~~~
Saturday 18th May

Live music with “Sax & The Voice - from 8.30pm
~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday 26th May
Live music with “Ticket 2 Ride” Band - 3pm til 7pm
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ALRESFORD WI
Alresford WI started the year on a musical theme with
songs from duo Jenny and Chrissie in January,
followed in February by a fascinating talk from Pip
Wright on the Whistlecraft family of Rickinghall in
Suffolk, with Mr Wright taking on the character of one
of its most notorious members, a noted poacher and
general 'bad lot', and making us believe we were in
the presence of a lovable rogue! We've also enjoyed
two trips to the Mercury Theatre, to see the musical
'Annie' and now we know whodunnit in the Mousetrap
– but mustn't tell! In March we went up in the world
somewhat, learning about Couture Millinery with
Capelli di Oggi, and held our Annual Quiz, hosted by
Chris Sanderson.

On Thursday 11th April, the committee will stand
back from organising the meeting and hand
everything over to the members. Our excellent
speaker will be Gary Egerton whom  we have
welcomed before, this time telling us about 'Hidden
London' – but what else will happen we won't know
until the evening, although tea and cake are almost
certainly involved (I hope!).

On Tuesday 30th April we will be joining with five
other local WI's in our Annual Group Meeting. This
year it is hosted by Brightlingsea and will be held in
St. James's Church, and is open to members and
non-members of the WI. The speaker will be Steve
Scruton talking about 'My Life in Radio', and we will
be entertained by the Colchester Military Wives
Choir. It is always lovely to meet colleagues from
other WI's and hear what they are getting up to.

On Thursday 9th May, we will hold our AGM and
discuss the resolutions which will be taken forward to
the National Annual Meeting to be voted on. One of
these will be chosen as the basis of a National
Campaign by the WI and some of these have been
very influential in the past. This year the subjects
include plant biodiversity, using trees to improve the
landscape, campaigning against the loss of local bus
services, menstrual health, and encouraging women
to take a smear test. So as well as offering fun and
friendship, the WI takes a lively interest in a wide
variety of issues.

On Friday 31st May, we will be hosting another
Fashion Show for Edinburgh Woollen Mill, to which
everyone is welcome. Doors open at 7.00pm for
7.30pm, entry is £1, to include tea and biscuits. The
lovely ladies of Alresford WI will be modelling, and
the lovely ladies from EWM will have items for sale
and take orders on the night. Come along, have a
chat over a cup of tea and maybe treat yourself too!

We hold our meetings on the second Thursday of the
month in Alresford Village Hall, beginning at 7.30pm
and are always pleased to welcome visitors. We also
arrange occasional meals out, day and theatre trips.
For more information, contact our Secretary Jan
Stewart on 01206 825184.

ALRESFORD
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Our first meeting of this year was our Annual General
Meeting on 4th March. Over 50 people attended and
became members for 2019 and enjoyed the post
meeting buffet. The Committee were gratified by the
enthusiasm shown by members for extending their
tenure for another year. Nevertheless, if anyone is
interested in joining the committee please contact
Martin Wood on 822877.
I would like to remind society members that our
annual plant sale will be at the June meeting. As you
tidy up your garden, splitting plants, taking cuttings
and sowing seeds please consider potting some up for
the donations table.
We are currently organising the purchase of tickets
for the Little Bentley Show on 1st  to  2nd June and a
day trip to RHS Gardens Wisley on 16th June. If you
are interested in attending either of these events
please bring your payments to April’s meeting. A day
trip to the Blickling Estate in Norfolk is also being
considered for September.
The society meets at Alresford Village Hall on the
first Monday in March, April, June, July, September
and October at 7:30pm. On 1st April Marion Cable will
be taking us through Spring/Easter flower
arrangements.
Whether you are a novice or an experienced gardener
you are sure to find something of interest at our
meetings so please do come and join us.
Cathy Patel

THE CHARITY BAG
KNITTING
Christian Hope International are calling on all of our
faithful knitters to rise to the challenge.
They would like blankets, made up of 25 squares i.e.
5 x 5 8 inch squares to celebrate the 25th anniversary
since the Charity was founded.
Some of these will be displayed at the A.G.M in the
autumn. Every blanket they receive will be given to
those in need. An anniversary pattern is available in
print form - do pop in.
Thank you for all the donated wool, knitted items
and support. Bless you.

STAMPS
Another 3.5kg (7.7lb) of stamps have been delivered,
together with a monetary donation to the Bone
Cancer Research Trust. A thank you card has been
received. They think we are doing a “great job” and
just wish they had more support from other
communities like ours.

So my gentle nagging did work them!

Take care until next time.

Christine Stimpson
2 Coach Road (opposite the Doctor’s surgery)
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COLNE VIEW DENTAL SURGERY LTD
53 Ladysmith Avenue, Brightlingsea

Essex CO7 0JD
01206 302307

Piers Lambert Bchd (Leeds 1992)
MODERN FRIENDLY FAMILY PRACTICE

FREE ON-SITE PARKING
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS AND DISABLED FACILITIES

ONLY WHITE NON MERCURY FILLINGS
CEREC  1 VISIT CROWNS NOW AVAILABLE

COSMETIC WORK - TOOTH WHITENING
NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY

EMERGENCIES WELCOME
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT - www.colnedental.co.uk

Major card payments accepted
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SIMPLY SINGING GROUP
It is very pleasing to report that Jeanette Downing's
idea to start a singing group has been a great success.
The Simply Singing Group as it is called, had its first
session on 22nd February when 35 people turned up
to "have a go".
The group is not a choir, but just people who enjoy
gathering together to sing songs that in many cases
go back some 50 to 60 years and which hopefully will
be sung for many years to come.
The group meets fortnightly on Friday afternoons in
the Village Hall between 3 and 5 pm. The cost is £3
per afternoon which includes refreshments.
Any surplus funds from the singing group are to be
 donated to the village hall for special projects that
provide facilities for the benefit of all its users.
If you require any further information including
future dates etc.  please contact Jeanette on 01206
825008 and do come along as judging by the reaction
of those who have attended so far,  you should have
a very enjoyable time.

WIVENHOE BOWLS CLUB
GREEN REOPENS

Spring has arrived and the Green at Wivenhoe Bowls
Club will be reopening at the end of April. Over the
winter, further work has been carried out on the
Green as part of our 3 year renovation plan and the
club bar has been refurbished.
Wivenhoe bowls club has approximately 60 bowling
members. As well as social bowling, we have ladies’
and gentlemen’s teams who play in leagues in the
Tendring Hundred area. We also enter teams in the
Essex Group 1 and have a number of county players.
Our winter programme includes short mat bowls,
darts, table tennis, cribbage and other Saturday night
events. More information is available at
www.wivenhoebowls.club
We have members from Alresford and would like to
invite anyone else from the village who is interested
in finding out more about our club or lawn bowls to
attend our open day on Friday May 3rd from 4pm
onwards. If you wish to try bowling, you will need to
bring some flat soled shoes without heels. You will
find the club just behind the garage in the centre of
Wivenhoe. The car park entrance is opposite St
Monica’s Church.

ALRESFORD FETE
ORGANISING GROUP (AFOG)

The Annual General Meeting on March 5th, 2019
formally accepted the nominated representatives
from Village groups as Committee.
The Chair, Secretary and Treasurer were then
elected and are as follows:
Chair - Russell Milburn
Secretary - Kevin Hoskins
Treasurer - Ian Dimmock
The Treasurer presented an opening Financial
Statement for AFOG and details of the Insurance
cover now put in place to cover all village events
organised by this group.
The Constitution of AFOG allows for additional
representatives to be co-opted on so if anyone
wishes to become involved with AFOG, please
contact the Chair on 01206 825739.
The AGM was formally closed and a meeting on the
AFOG followed with top of the Agenda being the
Family Fun Day on Saturday 6th July 2019. If you
wish to be involved in anyway with this Fun Day
please contact the Chair.

INTERNET & BOOK CAFÉ
@ St Andrew’s Church

ALTERNATE WEDNESDAYS
10AM TO 12 NOON

Bring & swap children’s or adult’s  books, puzzles
& DVDs, access & advice for the internet
& just a chance to meet up with friends

for a coffee & a chat
(and enjoy the home baked cakes)

3rd & 17th April
1st, 15th & 29th May

Everyone Welcome!
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COCKAYNES WOOD
AND NATURE RESERVE

WORK DIARY

UPDATE
Out with the old; in with the new!
As I write (4th March) we have already had some
lovely, unseasonably warm spring conditions last
week. I say “conditions”; of course, it wasn’t
actually Spring by anyone’s standard measure – yet
still, there were some springy things happening! The
first sounds of singing  Chiffchaffs  – one of our
first spring migrants – were heard last week and
butterflies were on the wing. Brimstones are usually
amongst the first to emerge, with the bright yellow
males patrolling woodland rides from late morning.
Southerly winds have indeed brought in some early
spring migrants. It will be interesting to see what
another blow might do.
Look out at this time of year on your bird feeders
for wintering finches such as  Bramblings,
Siskins  and  Redpolls  feeding up before the
northward push. Putting on weight is critical so they
are much more likely to be seen in gardens where
meals are easy. Look out for Wheatears on more
open areas as they pass through.
Great White Egrets and Ravens would have been
unheard of just a few years ago, but both are
spreading across the UK. Look out for a large, rangy
crow with a diamond-shaped tail and long “fingers”
on their wings – often heralded by a deep-pitched
“cronk” call as they fly past. Great White Egrets
are huge, slightly bigger than a Grey Heron and
easily distinguished at distance by their long, black
legs trailing behind in languid flight.
By the time I write next, I’ll be sharing some spring
delights and I might even ask for some help raising
money for Colchester Food Bank as I embark on a
sponsored bird watch!
Watch this space!
Glyn

If you would like to know more about what is
going on in Cockaynes nature reserve and see
more photographs of the wildlife and events

taking place, please have a look at:

      Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/Cockaynes

Website:
www.cockaynes.org.uk

Great White Egret

Brambling

Wheatears

Thank you to everyone who came along to Alresford
Village Hall on February 17th for our open meeting.
We had lots of site pictures on hand to view. Roger,
our chairman and site warden talked us through the
ongoing management of the site before handing
over to our guest Chris Gibson. Chris' speech gave
us a whole new perspective on watching wildlife and
stopping to view the smaller things you might
otherwise miss. All in all it was a great afternoon.
If anyone wasn't able to make it but has any
questions about the site, please drop us a message
via our Facebook page.
It was a lovely sunny, if somewhat chilly day for our
February work party and we continued with the
Hazel coppicing in Villa Wood. We also had to deal
with a very large Alder that had reached the end of
its life and fallen during the week before.
Towards the end of February we were lucky enough
to video one of the lesser seen fauna of Cockaynes
– a buck Muntjac, seen just before 9am (you can
view this on our Facebook page); we also managed to
catch at least one doe on another video.
On February 26th the first of the Colletes
Cunicularis bees could be seen emerging on the
sandbank colony. Hopefully, and with more sun, we
will see lots more soon and then we will hear the
continuous drone around the colony.
We have been continuing to clear more of the birch
scrub before the start of the Bird nesting season.
The raking of this area will help the ground flora to
develop and we are looking forward to seeing if any
new species of wild flowers appear where the
surface has been scrapped. We’ve found Celery-
leaved Crowfoot where the bulldozer went through
which is a member of the Buttercup family.
Sightings over the last week or so have included
some springtime baby bunnies, a Goldcrest bathing
at Cockaynes, a Linnet in Villa Wood, and one of our
local Buzzards cruising low over the trees also in
Villa Wood.
This year our annual family friendly activity day will
be on June 30 Sun 11 AM - more details will follow
soon. See our advert on pg 23 for Work Party dates
Roger & Val (Wardens)
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M.D. Spackman Building Services

Brickwork~Groundwork~Extensions
Fencing~ Paving~Maintenance

Certified  Digger /  Dumper Driver

CSCS Registered

Call Mark on 07811 869316 or 01206 827995
Email: the spackmanhouse@btinternet.com

Alresford, Colchester, Essex
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ALRESFORD BIKERS
BE CAREFUL OUT THERE

Here we are, the summer is coming fast now, and the
season is well under way. Dusty bikes and cob-webby
riders are coming out to play. Time for riders to be
careful!
Throughout the winter, as every year, I note that
we’ve disappeared off many a driver’s radar, and
that becomes a problem for all of us when we start
mingling with other road users.  Simply put, it is
because everyone has become unused to seeing us.
So, as riders, we have to be even more ultra-careful
than normally. We need to ensure that we are always
in a position where we can, and will, be seen. Let’s
not forget the many distractions that car drivers
especially have to contend with. If you’re out riding
and come upon obviously distracted drivers, give
them time, give them space, and be patient. They
have a habit of doing something totally random; they
may have spotted something in the road that you
haven’t, like a critter, or an obstacle.  So, take your
time, live in your mirrors, and listen and look for
hazards, because they are there, and they bite. Other
road users can help avoid incidents too. Drivers
demisting their windows and using mirrors would be
a great place to start! I’d love to take another non-
biking person for a ride as an observer. It’s like
putting on a Star Trek cloaking device. Honestly, car
drivers, please use your mirrors!  I know bikers are
not perfect, far from it, all too often. There are idiot
bikers out there who bring us all into disrepute, and
that’s one of the reasons for Alresford Bikers to be
here – to promote all that is good about biking, while
discouraging hooligan behaviour, and to set a good
example. We try very hard too.
Just one more thing for us all, but especially car
drivers when caught up in traffic: filtering. Filtering
is legal!  In some circumstances, it is encouraged. On
my advanced test (tests, I’ve done it three times) you
can lose points for NOT overtaking, and that includes
filtering in traffic. Riders, be careful, take your time,
remember your cloaking device is on, you are
invisible, try not to get wound up too much by people
in cars who don’t even know you are there. Note too
that truckers almost always know you are there. They
are so much better at observation but their high
platform helps a lot, but don’t assume they have seen
you. More on trucks another time!  But there are
certain, for the moment nameless, types of vehicle
owner who take great joy in deliberately impeding
bikes. Their bored to death, once in a blue moon gaze
into a mirror is followed quickly by a jerk towards the
centreline, so as to close the gap between lanes. How
sad is that? Petty jealousy because their tank is
standing still drinking petrol, and they simply cannot
bear to be overtaken. It happens every day, in
queues.  So I say this to them: put your phone down,
use your mirrors and get out of the way. Just because
you are stuck, doesn’t mean we have to be. And we’ll
always get past you. Always. And every bike that
passes you is one less car you are stuck behind – you
are not stuck in traffic – you ARE traffic. We’re not.
And when I actually am filtering, I keep the relative
speed right down; because there is another type of
vehicle user who is blissfully unaware of anyone
outside their vehicle, and who are often surprised
when I appear next to them. But seriously, it is as
dangerous for bikes to filter much too fast as it is for
car drivers not to see you. And the ensuing accident

will be worse. So riders, do your part, and show some
care.
Finally, visibility! We’re invisible, we know that. Most
of us take the care to dress up like an illuminated
Christmas tree to be seen by other road users. We
know we’re nimble and much nippier than others too.
We know we can be in and out of vision in a second,
and we know drivers can’t, and sadly some don’t try
to, keep an eye on us. One of the issues for us is
simply that – we can see ten times further and better
than most other road users, hear what’s going on
better, and are in short, hugely more aware of our
surroundings. So, we have to allow for the fact that
the other road users are not aware of us most of the
time, and to be extra careful, right now, as the
season commences.
If you want to gather more first hand, real life
experience, or just chew the fat with some every day
bikers, why not pop along to the Alresford Bikers
monthly meeting in the Pointer at 8pm on the second
Tuesday of every month.
Al Gillard

Alresford Lunch Club
Registered Charity No. 1066579

A two course meal plus tea or coffee is
served every week at a cost of £6.00
The food is prepared and cooked on the
premises and the kitchen has recently
been awarded a 5* hygiene rating by
Tendring District Council

Transport can also be provided at an
additional cost of £3.50

- please contact Franky:

The Autumn Centre,
1 Osbornes Court,Victoria Place

Brightlingsea CO7 0EB
Telephone:- 01206 303702
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ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL
UPDATE

THE VILLAGE HALL WEBSITE:
http://www.alresfordvillagehall.co.uk

THE VILLAGE HALL FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/Alresfordvillagehall/
The Village Hall Facebook page can be used to
advertise local groups and any fund raisers.
Likewise, the Village Hall website can also be used to
advertise your groups/events. Please contact Russell
Milburn for further details.

Alresford Village Hall Management Committee
(AVHMC)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday 15th April 2019 @ 7.30pm

Venue :THE MUNSON ROOM,
ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL

NEWS
It has not been possible to obtain full funding towards
the provision of a permanently mounted digital
projector in the hall and the refurbishment of the hall
floor. To this matter the Trustees have decided to
continue with the floor refurbishment and to delay
the projector until further funds are found. It was
also decided at the recent Trustees meeting that
funding obtained at last year’s Shop’n Treat will be
used to progress the floor and projector projects and
the oven renewal will be revisited later in the year

with possibly user groups making contributions
towards the purchase.
Blackout blinds on the all windows in the hall have
now been installed and have met with favourable
comment.
A new 3-year deal with Utility suppliers has been
agreed and smart meters installed.
Work to improve the drainage from kitchen sinks is
now also completed.
Monday morning, Friday afternoon and Friday evening
every other week are the only sessions that are not
booked for regular hire during the school term time.
The Munson room can be hired separately and has
room for a small group of 10-15 people with toilet and
tea making facilities.
The hall offers excellent facilities at very reasonable
rates and I encourage those who do not know the hall
to arrange a visit and acquaint yourselves with the
building.
Please see current hire charges below.

CONTACTS
Chair: Russell Milburn  01206 825739
If you have any issues with regards to the hall would
you, please address them to the cleaner firstly and
then the Chairman. The contact details are on the
hall notice boards.

HALL/PAVILION HIRE
The Pavilion/Bar is now available for hire either
individually or as well as the Hall.
All enquiries should be via the
Village Hall booking clerk, Pat Burmby on 01206
823983.
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Village Hall continued…
These are the regular hire groups currently using the
hall facilities:
Village Hall

- Alresford Indoor Carpet Bowls Club: Monday
afternoon and evening
Alresford Horticultural Club: First Monday

 of the month (March to November)
- Alresford Lunch Club: Tuesday lunchtime

1st Alresford Scout Group (Beavers):
Tuesday Teatime
Dog Training Classes: Tuesday evening

- Tai Chi: Every Wednesday morning
Alresford Art Club: Every other Wednesday
afternoon
Alresford Women’s Guild: Wednesday
evening

- Exercise Classes (Extend): Thursday morning
Alresford Camera Club: First and third
Thursday evening of the month
Alresford Women’s Institute: Second
Thursday evening of the month
Dog Training Classes: Fourth Thursday
evening of the month

- Alresford Calligraphy Group: Friday morning
Alresford Singing Group: Every other Friday
afternoon
Alresford Indoor Carpet Bowls Club: Every
other Friday evening

- Craft and Farmers Market: First Saturday of
each month (February to December)

Pavilion
- Alresford Colne Rangers Football Club:

Under 8s, Under 14s, ladies and mens
- Dog Training Classes: First, second and third
 Thursday evening of the month

If more information is needed for any of these
groups, please visit Village Hall website or contact
Russell Milburn 01206 825739.

IT IS YOUR HALL
Of course, we could do things differently at times and
anyone who has new ideas or concerns can contact a
Trustee at any time.  Please let the Chairman Russell
Milburn or any of the Trustees know of any ideas you
have that can improve the hall.

Russell Milburn AVHMC
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ALRESFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD
POLICING TEAM

Neighbourhood Police Officer:
PC Dan Heard
Police Community Support Officer:
Julia Brandon

CONTACTING THE POLICE:
TO REPORT AN EMERGENCY - DIAL 999
TO REPORT A NON EMERGENCY - DIAL 101
Essex Police Website: www.essex.police.uk

JANUARY REPORT
INCIDENTS:
04/01 - Domestic.
05/01 - B1027 - Car driving erratic.
07/01 - Concern for welfare.
08/01 - Fraud by telephone.
10/01 - Male looking in residents bushes.
10/01 - 3 horses loose/concern for safety.
12/01 - Domestic.
16/01 - Ford Lane - Sus circs.
21/01 - Coach Road - Level crossing failure.
CRIME REPORTS:
31/12 - Possession of cannabis - Street warning.
04/01 - Domestic.
06/01 - Theft of number plate.
07/01 - Ford Lane - Indecent exposure.
12/01 - Criminal damage/domestic.
12/01 - Assault without injury.

PCSO REPORT:
The speed gun will be active in the village on a
regular basis.
January monthly result - Alresford 49 - top speed 59
Total  213
The speed signs shown clearly on the roads are the
maximum speed for the safety of the road.
Residential area are usually 30mph unless showing
otherwise.
It is your responsibility to drive within the conditions
of the law.
The speed gun is set at a generous amount and if
exceeding this you may get a course/fine/points.
Flood - The flood problem on Tenpenny Hill is now
being addressed and a drain is/has being fitted.
Please take care when driving in that location.
Naked Male - Reports of a naked male have been
reported around the Ford Lane area, near the fishing
lakes.
Security - For extra security, it is a good idea to
install motion sensor lights at the front and back of
your property. CCTV is an added benefit which gives
you peace of mind knowing when someone has been
near your property. Many cameras have a smart
phone app, so you can stay informed when you are
aware from home.

FEBRUARY REPORT
INCIDENTS:
01/02- Neighbour dispute.

02/02- Missing Person.
02/02- ABAND 999.
03/02- Main Road- Possible burst pipe.
06/02- Main Road- Loose Horse.
07/02- Insecure premises.
08/02- Malicious comms.
10/02- Domestic.
10/02- ABH.
15/02- ABAND 999
CRIME REPORTS:
02/02- ABH Domestic.
10/02- Criminal damage/assault.

PCSO REPORT:
February monthly result - Alresford 86 - top speed
48
The speed signs shown clearly on the roads are the
maximum speed for the safety of the road.
There has been an overall difference in figures of 60%
speeding reduction in Alresford/Gt Bentley since first
active in April 2018.
Good News - The drain work due to the flooding
water from the field is now complete alongside the
stables entrance on Tenpenny Hill.
Vehicle lights- Please check vehicle lights on a
regular basis- I have noticed and spoke to a few
drivers in the village with defective lights.
Security- For extra security, it is a good idea to
install motion sensor lights at the front And back of
your property. CCTV is an added benefit which gives
you peace of mind knowing when someone has been
near your property. Many cameras have a smart
phone app, so you can stay informed when you are
aware from home.

If residents have any concern on suspicious
vehicles or activity in the village, please feel free
to contact me, with as much detail as possible,
including contact details so I can investigate.
Email- julia.brandon@essex.pnn.police.uk
Tel - 101 Ext - 440222

Book Club/Coffee Morning
I will be attending the

St Andrews Church Book Club
on the 21st February

10.30am-12.00pm
Pop along if you would like to have a chat or
talk about problems/concerns in the village

and enjoy the warm welcoming
with a slice of cake and coffee.
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ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Cllr Frank Belgrove

The object of this report is to keep residents up to
date on the current key projects, plans and decisions
of Alresford Parish Council. For full Council meeting
minutes please see the Parish Council website, view
them on social media or visit the Parish Council office
(by prior appointment with the Clerk). Meeting
agendas are published on the website, social media
and on the two village notice boards.

Parish Council - grants recently awarded to local
groups:
Each year Alresford Parish Council budgets a sum of
money - currently £5000, so that village organisations
can apply via a grants scheme to obtain much needed
funding. The process is tightly controlled and all
application forms are scrutinised to make sure that
precept money destined for grants is spent wisely.
The latest round of grant funding approved by the
Parish Council is as follows: £2000 awarded to the
“Luncheon Club” (provides a weekly communal
cooked meal for senior citizens in Alresford). £150
awarded to the Alresford Fete Committee (to assist
with fete insurance costs). £1000 was given as a grant
to the Village Hall towards a digital projector and
other improvement. £524.94 awarded to Alresford
pre-school for educational play equipment. Alresford
Colne Rangers received £400 for Women’s football,
£400 for Youth football and £500 for grounds
maintenance equipment.

Parish Council – grants recently received:
£7000 from Essex County Council: towards the cost of
employing a village maintenance person.
£7000 from Brett Aggregates and Brett Concrete:
towards a Vehicle Activated (speed) Sign on the
B1027.

Highways and Street Lighting:
Alresford Parish Council has responsibility for many
streetlights in the village and is continuing the
process of changing all tungsten lights to more
efficient LED lighting units. Lighting owned and
maintained by Essex County Council is also being
upgraded; however there have been significant faults
with some of the ECC lighting. In Wivenhoe Road, for
example, a number of streetlights have not
functioned for many months and the Parish Council
has been lobbying County Hall to prioritise repairs to
these lights. If residents note a faulty streetlight
please report it to the Parish Council Clerk.
The breaking away of kerbstones from roadway edges
is a real problem on many roads in Alresford. Some
repairs are scheduled as a priority for Orchard Road
and it is accepted by Essex County Council that many
of the surrounding roads need similar attention but
due to the relatively small maintenance budget the
work is unlikely to be extended to other locations for
many months. A significant pothole in Coppice Road
has at long last been repaired and so there is at least
some positive news to report as regards highway
repairs.

Three highways safety matters have been submitted
to the Local Area Highways Panel for consideration,
these are Cockaynes Lane (request for a 20mph speed
limit), B1027 where it passes through Alresford
(request for a 30mph speed limit), Wivenhoe Road
(request for investigation into further traffic calming
measures).
The problems of adequate weekday parking
availability in Station Road are to be considered by
the Council and a working party meeting is to be held
with the Tendring District Council member
responsible for parking enforcement. The fading of
yellow safety road markings outside the school is also
to be considered, a recent request for renewal of the
markings was unfortunately not given prioirty status
by ECC.

Environment:
Littering and fly tipping are prevalent issues in many
communities, including at times in Alresford. The
Parish Council will seek prosecution of anyone caught
fly tipping or littering within the Parish. We
encourage parents to train their children to use litter
bins (there are ample bins!) as the nature of the litter
found in the centre of the village indicates it was
mainly dropped by children, smokers dropping
cigarette butts and empty packets adds to the
problem. The new bins installed have a provision to
extinguish and dispose of cigarette butts. In the
outskirts of the village takeaway litter jettisoned
from cars is a problem…...if anyone sees this then
please jot down the vehicle registration number. The
Parish Council is grateful for the many volunteers
who carry out litter-picks and to our litter contractor
who deals mainly with the playing field and
community car park.  Fly tipping in Cockaynes Lane
and along Brett’s private road has increased lately
and we ask that residents report this straight away
either directly to Tendring District Council or to the
Parish Council.
Due to the exceptionally mild winter, with record
breaking February temperatures, the grass areas of
the village required attention earlier in the year than
usual as grass and weed growth hardly slowed
through the winter months. The grass cutting season
may have to be permanently extended in future years
as the climate seems to be rapidly changing.
Footpaths and other Public Rights of Way in the
countryside are the responsibility of the Landowners
and the County Council but Parish Councils have
powers in this regards also. As devolution of highways
responsibilites to Parish Councils begins Alresford
Parish Council will take a more active role in
managing our rural footpaths. There have been
complaints and observations by Councillors, residents
and visitors that some footpaths are not well
maintained and not properly marked by signs…..these
matters will be attended to.

The Playing Field:
Safety fencing and a steel access ladder has now
been installed at the outfall from a culvert area at
the edge of the village playing field, a safety
inspection had flagged up possible dangers. A number
of repairs will soon be carried out to the Skate park,
continued overleaf
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Full Locksmith, Burglary Repairs
& Board up Service - 24/7

Tradesman with 25 years
experience specialising in the
REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT for:

 
UPVC, Wood & Aluminium

 
Misted or cracked sealed units

 
Broken locks, hinges & handles

 
Servicing to Conservatory Doors
& Windows

 
Garage Door Repairs

 
Key cutting

 
Free Consultation & Diagnosis

 
No call out charge, No VAT

 
All areas covered

10% OFF WITH THIS  ADVERT

Tel: 07977 720369
THE WINDOW DOCTOR
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Alresford Parish Council continued:
fencing around the play area and to play equipment.
The Parish Council appreciates the work carried out
by volunteers from the football club who help
maintain the pitches and keep the field looking so
good.

Your Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan:
We are fortunate in Alresford to have Parish
Councillors with a diverse range of qualifications,
skills and life experiences - this diversity is so useful
in dealing with the many issues that crop up from
time to time. It is important though that residents
realise that the powers of a Parish Council are set in
law and that the Parish Council can only do what the
law allows it to do. A Parish Council has a surprisingly
long list of powers at its disposal but in planning
matters Parish Councils currently have no direct
powers – a Parish Council is not a planning authority,
it is however a statutory consultee and can give an
opinion to the Local Planning Authority…...that
opinion though must be based on planning legislation.
When the Alresford Neighbourhood Plan is in place
not only the Parish Council but the whole community
will at last have a lawful say in the future of planning
and development in the village – whilst policies in the
Plan cannot block development that is already part
of the Local Plan they can shape where that
development will go and what it will look like. The
Neighbourhood Plan will be an immensely important
document for the future of our village and as
Chairman of the Parish Council I thank the Alresford
Parish Council Planning Committee and the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group for their
continuing work on the project to produce a
Neighbourhood Plan for Alresford.

ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
- CONTACT DETAILS:

The Parish Office, The Pavilion, Ford Lane,
Alresford CO7 8AT

Council meetings are held at The Pavilion on the first
Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm.
Public & Press are welcome.
Agenda & Approved Minutes on website
Website: http://www.essexinfo.net/alresford/
Facebook: Alresford Parish Council (Parish Council
only) / The Pavilion & Playing Field - Alresford Essex
Twitter: @alresfordessex

Chairman: Cllr Frank Belgrove – 01206 823739
Vice Chairman: Cllr Ernie Osborne – 01206 822168
Cllr Linda Belgrove 01206 823739
Cllr Simon Clark 01206 827884
Cllr Charlotte Day 07960 072137
Cllr Sue Hammick 01206 618659
Cllr John Housden 01206 827118
Cllr George Martin 01206 820801
Cllr Gary Scott 01206 820769
Cllr Ann Wiggins 01206 825153
District Council Tendring.
District Councillor Gary Scott – 01206 820769
Email: cllr.gscott@tendringdc.gov.uk
County Council Essex
County Councillor Alan Goggin – 01206 308023
Email: egog@btinternet.com
Parish Clerk – The Proper Officer – 01206 615117
(Answerphone 24/7)
Email: alresfordpc@outlook.com
Responsible Finance Officer & Assistant Clerk -
01206 615117 (Answerphone 24/7)
Email: rfopcessex@outlook.com

Alresford Village Hall
Ford Lane CO7 8AS

 available
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...\WINDOW D...

10% OFF WITH THIS ADVERT
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COMMUNITY CORNER

THE
IMPORTANCE

OF
TREES

Alresford has lost many trees in the last few
years. Sometimes the removal is necessary
due to the wrong tree in the wrong place or
it has become dangerous. Other times it is to
make way for progress. Trees are vital to our
well- being and that of our environment so
I'd like to start an appreciation of trees in
Alresford and plant more.
Trees are invaluable :
• they absorb carbon dioxide which helps
combat climate change
• they absorb odours and pollution,  and filter
the air through their leaves and bark
• they produce oxygen
• they provide shade for our streets, cooling
the air and slowing down evaporation from
the soil, as well as  giving protection from UV
light.
• they help reduce water run off and soil
erosion.
• they provide food and habitat for the birds,
insects and wildlife.
• they improve the look and feel of the village
and mark the change of our seasons.
So lots of reasons to love and appreciate
trees. Over the summer it would be great if
you could be especially mindful of the
Alresford environment on your walks and as
a community pick out places to plant
appropriate trees throughout the village.
They could be trees that have a meaning for
you, for shade, food, their blossom or the
fruits that they bear.
Get thinking and I'll be writing in a
further Alresford Advertiser to ask for
all your ideas.
Sue Hammick
Tree Warden

HELP REQUIRED AT
 ST PETER’S CHURCHYARD

Many in the village and indeed those with
connections to Alresford will appreciate the
wonderful setting that offers all those who visit St
Peter’s an experience of connection with their
loved ones or a place to just enjoy peace. St
Peter’s Church and Churchyard never fail to leave
an impression on all visitors where the history, a
place to pay respect to those departed, to take in
the rural beauty or on occasion to meet and talk
to others who are visiting.

The ruins and churchyard have, over the past 33
years, been lovingly attended and maintained by
Ray Giles. Many will have met Ray over these years
and would have not only enjoyed a word or two in
general conversation but on occasion would have
benefited from Ray’s pastoral care that results
from his deep rooted faith.

Ray has now decided to retire from this labour of
love and we, on behalf of Alresford, would like to
pay tribute and offer gratitude to Ray for his
services to the people of our village.

St Andrew’s Church is now looking for help to carry
on the work that Ray has done, and we are looking
for volunteers. The work required is generally
grass cutting, strimming in the more delicate
areas, keeping a general standard of order with
respect to tidiness in and around the graves and
occasionally pruning of shrubs and trees.

Whether it is Winter, Spring, Summer or Autumn
this is a truly wonderful place to spend one or
two hours just pottering and if you think you
would like to be involved or would like to
know more then please contact one of the
Church Wardens; Wendy Wilson 01206 825040
or Lyn Bull 01206 827146
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We would like to thank all who supported this
appeal with donations of completed boxes,
individual items that go towards making up
boxes and donations of money. A van collected
115 completed boxes plus additional items for
fillers. The boxes went to Belarus, a country
that is still struggling with the aftermath of
Chernobyl. We were waiting to find out the
destination of the boxes, which is why this
thank you is so late. Many of these children
have very little or even a present. This helps us
to reflect on the meaning of Christmas by giving
a personal box of love.
This coming year, due to various import
regulations, toothpaste and sweets will not be
permitted.
Thank you again for the love shown
Zanne Friston and Penny Dimmock

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
BREAKFAST EVENT
SATURDAY 27th APRIL

9.15am for 9.30 start
There will be a delicious buffet breakfast with
guest speaker, Vivienne Wiggins.  Vivienne is the
CEO of Beacon House, Colchester and will be
speaking about its work with homeless and
marginalised people since starting in 1996.
Beacon House seeks to relieve poverty and
sickness for those who are homeless or at risk of
becoming so.
A minimum donation of £3.00 per head is
requested and any proceeds, after expenses, will
be donated to Beacon House.
Everyone is welcome!  For queries or to book a
breakfast place, please contact Carol Day on
01206 823312

On Tuesday July 16th
Jenny White is running a coach trip to

“Suffolk Farmhouse Cheeses”
at Creeting St Mary, then onto

Bury St Edmunds for the afternoon,
leaving Bury at 4-30pm

The coach leaves the Village Hall
at 9-00am.

The cost is £15pp
plus £5 admission to the farm

To book a place please ring 825317
or call at 5 Cox Road

For the whole family
@ St Andrew’s Church Alresford

www.alresfordchurch.net
Messy activities & crafts …leading into a short &

informal story time & songs …
and ending with tea!

Friday April 19th - MESSY EASTER
Friday May 17th

4.30pm
at St Andrew’s Church & Hub

Everyone Welcome!

Spring is nature’s way of
saying, 

Robin Williams
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