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Alphamstone & Lamarsh Parish Council

Chairman: Clir Mark Brewer
Clerk: Kevin B. Money 7 Roach Vale Colchester Essex CO4 3YN
alphandlampc@gmail.com
https://wordpress.com/pages/alphamstoneandlamarshparishcouncil.wordpress.com

Dear Councillors
You are hereb reuested to attendthe fonhcommg meeting of Alphamstone & Lamarsh Parish Council at

| » THURSDAY 10'". APRIL 2025

t 72 for the purpose of transacting the following business:
RBHoney - Kevin B. Money Parish Clerk / RFO to the Council — 4. April 2025

FULL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

019/2025 Apologies for Absence

020/2025 Declarations of Interest
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary interest relating to items on the agenda

021/2025 Minutes
To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6. February 2025

022/2025 Essex County Councillor Report

023/2025 District Councillor Report

024/2025 Public Forum A total of 15 minutes is allowed for all public participation
025/2025 National Grid — Bramford to Twinstead Reinforcement

026/2025 Lamarsh Village Hall - To receive an update

027/2025 Alphamstone Village Hall - To receive an update

028/2025 Planning - including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response
25/00284/VAR - Clovelly Henny Road Lamarsh

Variation of Condition 2 (Approved plans) of approved application 22/02627/HH granted 27.10.23 (Allowed at
appeal) for: First floor extension, garage conversion, materials and fenestration changes, with double carport.
Variation would allow:- Lean-to added within sheltered area with relocated door and new window to side
elevation. Balcony removed & glazing moved forward to front elevation with Juliet Balcony. Window reduced in
height to rear elevation. New flue to rear elevation

A&LPC responded to this planning application on 14™". March 2025. Their comments can be found at

https://publicaccess.braintree.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SRM50WBFGDG00

25/00342/ELD - Store At Kings Farm Bishops Lane Alphamstone Essex CO9 2NY

Application for an existing lawful development certificate - Use of site as Class B8 Storage & Distribution
A&LPC responded to this planning application on 14™. March 2025. Their comments can be found at
https://publicaccess.braintree.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SRZI93BF GJ200

25/00499/HH - Clees Hall Goulds Road Alphamstone

Replacement of existing store and water treatment plant house with new oak framed cartlodge.
Documents can be found at

https://publicaccess.braintree.qov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=SSXSNMBF GWO00

030/2025 Decisions made by BDC affecting either Alphamstone or Lamarsh villages
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031/2025 Finance

1) To receive the Bank reconciliations as at 31%. March 2025

2) To receive the comparison of Actual to Budget 2024/25

3) To approve the payment of Accounts for March and April 2025 and to agree a transfer of funds to
meet the Parish Council’s financial requirements.

032/2025 2024/2025 Annual Return

1) To Receive the Internal Auditors report for 2024/2025
2) To Receive and, if agreed, sign Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement of AGAR 2024/2025
3) To Receive and, if agreed, sign Section 2 - Accounting Statement of AGAR 2024/2025

033/2025 Update on drainage works to cure flooding in Alphamstone Road, Lamarsh, Lamarsh Road.
Alphamstone and bottom of Dark Lane, Lamarsh

034/2025 County Broadband — Update on Agreement - Wayleave across Village Green

035/2025 Speed Limits on Road from Middleton Via Henny Street and Lamarsh to Bures Hamlet
036/2025 Items for next agenda

037/2025 Date of Next Meeting - To set the date for next meeting
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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 6". February 2025 at 7pm in Lamarsh Village Hall

Present: Clir M. Brewer (Chair), Clir S. Nichols, Clir S. Willis, Clir S. Pitman, BDC Clir D. Holland and
Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk). There were no members of the public present.

001/2025 Apologies for Absence were received from ECC Clir P. Schwier and Clir B. Twinn

002/2025 Declarations of Interest
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary interest relating to items on the agenda
Clirs S. Willis & S. Pitman declared an interest in the National Grid item on the agenda.

003/2025 Minutes
To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12™". December 2024 All Agreed

004/2025 Essex County Councillor Report. No report was given.

005/2025 District Councillor Report

Devolution — The Government published a White Paper on 16" December on devolution and local
Govermment reorganisation in 2 tier areas (i.e. areas with county and district councils). Devolution would see
powers in areas such as transport, skills, housing and economic growth given to local authorities. Local
Govermnment reorganisation would see the abolition of District and County Councils (in this case Colchester
CC, Tendring DC and Braintree DC), which would be replaced by unitary authorities and a mayor. At an
extraordinary Council meeting on Friday 10" January, Essex County Council decided to submit an expression
of interest to the Government in the Devolution Priority Programme and to commit to a reorganisation of local
Government in Essex. ECC also included a request to postpone the ECC elections due to take place this May
until May 2026 with the new structure starting in 2027; resulting in Clir D. Holland being the last District
Councillor for these villages.

The Government has accepted Essex County Council onto Devolution Priority Program. In the light of this
decision further cost and expenses will be incurred. He recommends that any consultation from the
Government should be responded to by the A&LPC.

Planning/land allocation — The Government launched a consultation on 31% January on its strategic
approach to managing land use in England, which runs to 25" April. As part of the Government's plan for
change this explores the land use changes implied by commitments to restore nature, support food production,
improve climate resilience and deliver new housing and infrastructure. He recommended that A&LPC look at
the consultation.

Braintree District Council 2025/26 budget — The BDC budget for 2025-2026 is in the process of being
finalised. It is scheduled to go before full council in late February, which is expected to increase a band D
property by 11p per week or 2.96% or £5.72p p.a.

Waste/residential recycling — Legislative changes have come into force requiring Councils to collect more
recyclable material at the kerbside. Essex County Council has also introduced a new waste strategy with a
tiered approach aimed at increasing recycling and reducing the amount of waste going to landfill. This strategy
has been adopted by Braintree District Council. As a result of these changes, Braintree District Council has
been conducting a review of our waste collection. There have been three areas of focus; aspiration to increase
recycling (our current recycling rate has flat lined and compares poorly with other councils), impact on BDC
Council finances and ease of use for residents. The review has looked at a number of options and has
resulted in a preferred option. The most significant changes in the preferred option are that the grey bin will be
collected every 3 weeks and the recycling sacks will be replaced by two bins, one for paper and card and one
for other recycling including bottles which will be collected on an alternate 2-week cycle. A consultation on the
proposal has now launched and ends on 2™ March. | would be grateful for your help in publicising this
consultation. No decisions have been made and we are keen to hear the views of residents on the proposal.
The consultation can be found on the main Council website www.braintree.gov.uk/wasteconsultation.

Medium term financial strategy (a 4-year period) — This was considered by the Scrutiny committee (of
which Clir D. Holland is a member) and the Cabinet at meeting in the beginning of December. The Council is
facing a budget gap of £731k for 2025/26 and a cumulative gap over the 4-year period of just over £3m. This is
subject to clarification on Government funding. The MTFS is made up of many items of expenditure and
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income. The Councillor Community Grants Scheme is proposed to continue for 25/26 and there will be no
increase in charges for garden waste. The Council has already instigated a transformation programme to
address the budget gap over the medium term based on 4 work streams; agile and flexible working, service
reviews, asset management reviews and shared service and partnerships to look at reducing cost and
increasing income.

006/2025 Public Forum A total of 15 minutes is allowed for all public participation.
No questions were asked

007/2025 National Grid — Bramford to Twinstead Reinforcement

Clir D. Holland gave a comprehensive review of the work being undertaken at the Butlers Wood substation —-
the first transformer is in place, all footings for other equipment have been completed, the base for the second
transformer is completed, the rebar for the ceiling end compound is seemingly ready for pouring concrete. As
for construction work within the parish, ALPC understands that landowners were sent Heads of Terms in late
2024, however, no formal contracts have been sent to landowners that the PC is aware of.

008/2025 Lamarsh Village Hall - To receive an update. No update was given.
009/2025 Alphamstone Village Hall - To receive an update. No update was given.

010/2025 Bell Hill Layby and Bench — Clir S. Willis

A resident emailed the Parish Council regarding rubbish that has been collected mainly on or around the
bench at the view point on the southeasterly end of Bell Hill and on the property to the north of the road,
reporting that a car wheel now had been fly-tipped. The resident said that he/she had written to the PC already
about providing a bin (we currently have no bins in Lamarsh) and suggested that the PC would be mindful of a
reply or action regarding this matter if they had this amount of regular rubbish dumped on their properties.
Having also discussed this issue informally at the September PC meeting, Councillors agreed that there was
not the budget to install a bin at the location or fund the cost of regularly emptying such a bin. Councillors
agreed that some of the rubbish left at the site constitutes a clear public health and environmental issue that
needs to be addressed and resolved. It was agreed that the matter would be raised with Clir P. Schweir and to
understand also who owns the piece of land in question and/or bench at the site.

Councillors reminded residents that they can report fly tipping to Braintree District Council
www.braintree.gov.uk/streets-transport-parking/report-fly-tipping - once the report is received, BDC will
generally remove fly-tipped waste within 1 working day.

011/2025 Planning Application/s

24/02635/HH - Magnolia Barn Goulds Road Alphamstone Essex CO8 5HP
Conversion of part existing cartlodge, including associated alterations, to provide annexe accommodation
ancillary to the main dwelling. Application Granted 21%. January 2025

25/00127/HH - Bramleys Pebmarsh Road Alphamstone

Single storey rear extension and replacement porch

RESOLVED: This response was sent to BDC on 5". February 2025

Alphamstone & Lamarsh Parish Council has no comment on this planning application

25/00033/NMA - Clovelly Henny Road Lamarsh Essex CO8 5EU

Non-Material Amendment to permission 22/02627/HH granted 27 October 2023 for a First floor extension,
garage conversion, materials and fenestration changes, with double carport. Amendment would allow a lean-to
added within sheltered area with relocated door and new window to side elevation. Balcony removed and
glazing moved forward to front elevation. Window reduced in height to rear elevation. New flue to rear
elevation. In respect to the above application,

BDC write to inform A&LPC that they have received an application for a Non-Material Amendment to a
previously approved application. Details of the application are displayed on the BDC’s website. Please note
that this is for information only and due to the type of application we don’t seek your comments.
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012/2025 Decisions made by BDC.

24/02635/HH - Magnolia Barn Goulds Road Alphamstone Essex CO8 5HP

Conversion of part existing cartlodge, including associated alterations, to provide annexe accommodation
ancillary to the main dwelling. Application Granted 21, January 2025

013/2025 Finance

1) To receive the Bank reconciliations as at 31%t. January 2025
Councillors noted the Bank reconciliations as at 31%. January 2025

2) To receive the comparison of Actual to Budget 2024/25
Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budget 2024/25

3) To approve the payment of Accounts for January & February 2025 and to agree a transfer of funds to
meet the Parish Council’s financial requirements. All Agreed
The RFO informed the meeting that the Parish Council is now on Internet Banking with NatWest Bank.
Councillors agreed the need for the Parish Council to have a “NatWest Bankline” account so that authorised
payments require dual signatures - Clir M. Brewer to apply for Bankline.

014/2025 Failure of March 2020 drainage works to cure flooding in Alphamstone Road, Lamarsh,
Lamarsh Road. Alphamstone and bottom of Dark Lane, Lamarsh

Drainage works are currently being carried out on Alphamstone Road (3-13 February). Dark Lane gullies are
scheduled to be cleaned/jetted on 25", February 2025. Drainage at the bottom of Dark Lane needs addressing
still. No date has been set by Essex Highways to undertake this works.

015/2025 County Broadband — Update on Agreement - Wayleave across Village Green
No further update has been received.

016/2025 Speed Limits on Road from Middleton Via Henny Street and Lamarsh to Bures Hamlet

In January 2024 an application was submitted to Essex Local Highways Panel (LHP). In November 2024, Clir
D. Holland requested an officer review it although had to immediate response. By end December 2024, email
received from the LHP officer stating absolutely nothing has been done. Given the lack of activity, it is quite
probable that this project will not be delivered before the disbandment of the LHP. The Parish Council
requested that Clir D. Holland ask for Speed surveys to be undertaken at three locations along the .5 mile
stretch of road between Bures Hamlet and Middleton to verify the claims of excessive speeding along this
narrow road; Lamarsh Hill, midway between Lamarsh Hall and Daws Hall on the Henny Road and on Orchard
Ley (between Gatehouse Farm and Meadow View.

017/2025 Items for next agenda

The Clerk to book village hall for meeting dates

Grit bin by Daws Hall

ClIr S. Pitman proposed creating a map of landowners in the villages so that the PC was positioned to
understand the make-up of the parish.

018/2025 Date of Next Meeting Thursday 10'". April 2025 7pm at Alphamstone Village Hall

The Chairman then closed the meeting at Opm.

Signed 10", April 2025
Clir Mark Brewer - Chairman




- BANK RECONCILITION

Financial year ending 31.03.25 | |
Bank Balance as at . 30.04.24 | 31.05.24 30.06.24 | 31.07.24
NatWest Bank - Current a/c £ 299007 £ 111963 £ 1,079.81 £ 2,406.41
NatWest Bank - Reserve a/c £ 1,746.85 £ 324912 £ 325273 £ 1,755.62
Saffron Building Society a/c £ 251787 £ 251787 £ 2,517.87 £ 2,517.87

Total: £ 7,2564.79 £ 6,886.62 £ 6,850.41 £ 6,679.90
Less Unpresented cheques S |£  232.30
Total of unpresented cheques | £ - £ - £ - £ 23230
Net Bank Balances as at £ 7,254.79 £ 6,886.62 £ 6,850.41 £ 6,447.60
CASH BOOK | ‘
Balance as at 01.04.24 £ 470621 £ 470621 £ 4,706.21 | £ 4,706.21
Plus Receipts £ 254858 £ 2550.85 £ 3,172.06 £ 322535
Total £ 7,25479 £ 7,257.06 £ 7,878.27 £ 7,931.56
Less Payments £ - | £ 37044 £ 1,027.86 £ 1,483.96
Grand Total £ 725479 £ 6,886.62 £ 6,85041 £ 6,447.60
Difference £ - | £ - £ 0.00 £ -

R B S A B e B B T B S R B S,
3ank Balance as at . 31.08.24 | 30.09.24 31.10.24 | 30.11.24
NatWest Bank - Current a/c £ 212641 £ 384611 £ 3,846.11 £ 3,846.11
NatWest Bank - Reserve alc £ 1,755.62 £ 1,759.87 £ 1,759.87 £ 1,759.87
Saffron Building Society a/c £ 251787 £ 251787 £ 254140 £ 2,541.40

Total: £ 6,399.90 £ 8,123.85 £ 8,147.38 £ 8,147.38
Less Unpresented cheques £ 113230 £ 300.00 £ 300.00 , £ 300.00
Total of unpresented cheques | £ 1,132.30 £ 30000 £ 300.00 £ 300.00
‘ i |
Net Bank Balances as at £ 5,267.60 £ 7,823.85 £ 7,847.38 £ 7,847.38
CASH BOOK :
Balance as at 01.04.24 £ 470621 £ 470621 £ 470621 £ 4,706.21
Plus Receipts £ 322535 £ 577560 £ 579913 | £ 5,799.13
Total £ 7,931.56 £ 10481.81 £10,505.34 £ 10,505.34
Less Payments £ 266396 £ 265796 £ 2,657.96 £ 2,657.96
Grand Total £ 526760 £ 7,823.85 £ 7,847.38 £ 7,847.38
Difference £ - £ 0.00 -£ 0.00 -£ 0.00
Bank Balance as at 311224 | 31.01.25 28.02.25 | 31.03.25
NatWest Bank - Current a/c £ 220570 £ 1,923.56 £ 1,136.42 £ 1,136.42
NatWest Bank - Reserve a/c | £ 1,765.95 £ 1,766.95 £ 1,767.94 £ 1,771.52
Saffron Building Society a/c £ 2,570.07 £ 2)570.07 £ 2,570.07 £ 2,570.07
Total: £ 6,541.72 £ 6,259.58 £ 5,474.43 £ 5,478.01
Less Unpresented cheques £ 100.00 £ 100.00 ?
Total of unpresented cheques £ 100.00 £ 100.00 £ - £ -
Net Bank Balances as at £ 6,441.72 £ 6,159.58 £ 547443 £ 5,478.01
CASH BOOK \ ! ]_
Balance as at 01.04.24 £ 470621 £ 470621 £ 470621 £ 4,706.21
Plus Receipts ‘£ 6,03388 £ 603388 £ 6,03587 £ 6,039.45
Total ‘£ 10,740.09 £ 10,740.09 £ 10,742.08 £ 10,745.66
Less Payments £ 429837 £ 458051 £ 526765 £ 5267.65
Grand Total £ 644172 £ 6,159.58 £ 547443 £ 5,478.01
Difference I-£ 0.00 £ - £ - | £ -




. NatWest

Account type: Business Current
Account number: 52438554

Transactions Sort code: 602103
Account name: ALPHAMSTONE/LAM PC
Your transactions Date: 04 Apr 2025

Showing: 04 Jan 2025 to 03 Apr 2025, All Transactions

Date Type Description Paid in Paid out Balance
Mrs J. Penfold , STREET CLEANING , VIA \

07 Feb 2025  DPC ONLINE - PYMT , FP 07/02/25 10 , £540.00 \\ £1,136.42
10094449814210000N
KEVIN MONEY , CLERK PAYMENT , VIA \

07 Feb 2025  DPC ONLINE - PYMT , FP 07/02/25 10 , £247.14 £1,676.42
13093604353685000N
KEVIN MONEY , CLERK PAYMENT , VIA N

24 Jan 2025  DPC ONLINE - PYMT , FP 24/01/25 10 , £247.14 £1,923.56
31151522726613000N

21Jan2025 D/D ICO , ZA091324 N\ £35.00 £2,170.70

€ National Westminster Bank plc, downloaded from the NatWest online transactions service on 4 April 2025. Search 'transactions' on
natwest.com for more information

No. 929027. Registered office: 250 Bishopsgate, London EC2ZM 4AA.
Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation

National V nster Bank ple, registered in England and We

y the Prudential Regulation Authority and regul
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. NatWest

Account type: Business Reserve Account
Account number: 52648435

TI'CI nSOCtlonS Sort code: 602103
Account name: ALPH & LAM PC BR
Your transactions Date: 04 Apr 2025

Showing: 04 Jan 2025 to 03 Apr 2025, All Transactions

Date Type Description Paid in Paid out Balance
31 Mar 2025 INT 31MAR GRS 52648435 N\ e188 AN £1,771.52
28 Feb 2025  INT 28FEB GRS 52648435 \ EL70 £1,769.64
31Jan2025  INT 31JAN GRS 52648435 N\ £1.99 £1,767.94

vnloaded from the NatWest online transactions service on 4 April 2025. Search ‘transactions’ on

and Wales No. 929027. Registered office: 250 Bishopsgate, London EC2M 4AA,
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation
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Saffron House

ran
Saffron In branch 1a Market Street
Building 0800 072 1100 Saffron Walden
Society saffronbs.co.uk : Essex
CB10 1HX

ALPHAMSTONE & LAMARSH PARISH COUNCIL
7 ROACH VALE

COLCHESTER

CO4 3YN

UK

Date: 04 April 2025
Account No: 106361660

Transaction Statement
The Transaction Statement below provides a breakdown on your account.
Key terms include:
Debit - This shows the gross interest and other debits charged to the account during the statement

period.
Credit - The amount that we receive.

Date Description Payment Due | Debit Credit Balance
Opening balance % £2,570.07
Closing balance \) £2,570.07

If you have any questions, please call us on 0800 072 1100 from 09:00 to 17:00 Monday to Friday
(Wednesday from 09:30) and 09:00 to 13:00 Saturday, or visit your local branch; opening times
are available online.

Yours sincerely,

7
s

Colin Field
Chief Executive Officer




A&LPC ACTUAL AGAINST BUDGET REPORT

Total
Income / Left in
Agreed |spend to Mar Budget as
2024/25 '25 ~ at Mar '25
Income |Precept 5092 | £ 5,092.00
Other Income 0 £  200.00
Bank Interest <) £ 79.45
Street Cleaning Grant 618 £ 617.60
VAT Refund 40 £ 50.40
TOTAL, 5755 |£ 6,039.45
Exp. ‘
Salary 2835 |£ 263388 | £ 201.12
Office expenses 220 £ 71.18 £ 14882
Audit Fees 130 [£ 130.00 | £ -
Donations 150 £ 150.00 £ -
Street Cleaning 720 | £ 72000 £ -
Fees & Subscriptions 200 £ 192.57 | £ 7.43
Insurance 268 £ 26762 £ 0.38
Alphamstone Village Hall 200 £ 200.00 £ -
Lamarsh Village Hall 200 £ 200.00 £ -
Alphamstone PCC 200 £ 200.00 £ -
Lamarsh PCC 200 £ 200.00 £ -
Training 20 £ - | £ 20.00
Dedham Vale AONB 100 £ - | £ 100.00
Election costs 50 £ - | £ 50.00
Projects / Repairs 100 £ - £ 100.00
VAT 50 b 50.40 £ 0.40
Lottery/Defibs 252 £ 25200 £ -
TOTAL 5895 | £ 5,267.65 £ 627.35




A&LPC ACTUAL AGAINST BUDGET REPORT 2025-2026

Total
Income/ = Leftin
Agreed  spend to Apr Budget as
2025/26 '25 -~ at Apr'25
Income |Precept 5301 £ -
Other Income 0 £ -
Bank Interest 50 £ -
Street Cleaning Grant 618 £ -
VAT Refund f 0 £ -
TOTAL 5969 | £ -
Exp.
Salary 3102 | £ 494.28 £ 2,607.72
Office expenses 100 £ 50.52 £ 4948
Audit Fees 130 £ 120.00 £ 10.00
Donations 150 £ - | £ 150.00
Street Cleaning 720 | £ - | £ 720.00
Fees & Subscriptions 200 £ - £ 200.00
Insurance 295 £ - £ 295.00
Alphamstone Village Hall 200 £ - £ 200.00
Lamarsh Village Hall 200 £ - £ 200.00
Alphamstone PCC 200 £ - £ 200.00
Lamarsh PCC 200 £ - £ 200.00
Training 20 £ - £ 20.00
Dedham Vale AONB 100 £ - £ 100.00
Election costs 0 R - £ -
Projects / Repairs 100 £ - £ 100.00
Lottery/Defibs 252 £ - | £ 252.00
TOTAL| 5969 |£ 664.80 £ 5,304.20
VAT Reclaim £ 10.10 |
Total Expenditure £ 674.90




A&LPC FINANCE APRIL 2025 PAYMENTS

'Income:
Expenditure
Inv A&LPC
Chq No. No. |Payee Cost VAT Total Ref. No.

BACS | Kevin B. Money - Clerk salary Mar '25| £ 24714 | £ - £ 24714 1
BACS Kevin B. Money - Clerk salary Apr'25| £ 24714 £ - £ 24714 2
BACS Kevin B. Money - Office stationery 250521 100101 8QBR 3
BACS M. Lawson - Internal Audit 2024-2025| £ 12000 | £ - | £ 12000 4

| TOTAL: £ 664.80 £ 10.10 £ 674.90




