
MINUTES
of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th October 2026
at 7.30pm at the Room in the Rodings.

Present 						
Councillors:	Bruce Stratton (Chair), Chris Markey, Andrew Parmenter, Eleanor Sherwen, Ian Milligan.
Parish Clerk:	Kim Hanley

Four members of the public in attendance. No District or County Councillors in attendance. 

59/26	Chairs welcome
60/26 	Apologies for absence 
                       Cllr Osborn and Cllr Lawrance sent apologies which were accepted.
61/26	Approval of Minutes
Cllrs approved the minutes of the previous meeting held 15th July 2026 as an accurate record and these were signed by the Chair.

62/26	Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items
	No declarations received.

63/26	Public Representation
· Concern was raised regarding the quality of recent Essex Highways road repairs on the B184. It was agreed that the clerk will contact Essex Highways to ascertain who signed off the work. 
· The verges on School Lane are overgrown and causing visibility issues. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Essex Highways about this.
· Agenda item 15 was briefly discussed with a resident and neighbouring parish councillor. It was agreed that the clerk would email the agenda item decision over to the PC clerk when agreed.
· An issue was raised regarding a recent planning application - Planning Application: EPF/1244/26 The Parish Council agreed for the Clerk to enter an objection to the application. 

64/26	Essex County Council Report
	No report received.

65/26	District Council Report (EFDC Rural East)
	No report received.

66/26	Police Report
	A report was received a read out by the Clerk – see Police Report on page 5.

67/26	Clerk’s Report
	The Clerk reported on 6 items – see Clerks Report on page 6.
68/26	Planning

New Applications

	Application
	Details
	PC Objection

	EPF/1530/26
Planning Application: EPF/1530/26
	Elms Farm, CM5 0TE
Ground work to create a hard-standing finished with tarmac plannings.
	No

	EPF/1550/26
Planning Application: EPF/1550/26
	Berners Hall Fishery, CM5 0TB
Construction of a welfare and storage building.
	No

	EPF/1751/26
Planning Application: EPF/1751/26
	Berwick Hall, Berwick Lane
Change of use agricultural building.
	No




Application Decisions

		Application
	PC Objection
	Planning Decision

	EPF/1031/26
Planning Application: EPF/1031/26
	No
	Approved with conditions

	EPF/0078/26
Planning Application: EPF/0078/26
Berwick Hall, Berwick Lane, CM5 0JS  Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 10.
	No
	Approved

	EPF/1388/26
Planning Application: EPF/1388/26
1 Dacre Cottages, Berners Roding Road
	No
	Lawful

	EPF/1455/26
Planning Application: EPF/1455/26
Little Oak, School Lane
	No
	Approved with conditions

	EPF/0880/26
Planning Application: EPF/0880/26
Nether Street Depot
	Yes – entered 25/5/26
	Approved with conditions

	EPF/1296/26
Planning Application: EPF/1296/26
Berwick Hall
	No
	Approved

	EPF/1351/26
Planning Application: EPF/1351/26
Badgers Brook
	No
	Approved with conditions



Enforcement and Appeals

	 Application
	PC Objection
	Objection

	EPF/2200/25 - AP-13668
Land on corner of School Lane/B184
	Yes – entered.
	Appeal dismissed.





69/26	Finances 
	
	a) The Clerk reports the Lloyds bank balances at 1st October 2026
		Current account – £303.79
		Savings account - £13,276.17
		
	Opening Balance 01/07/2026
	 
	 

	Current Account
	 
	£613.21

	VAT Return
	 
	0

	Transfer from savings acc.
	 
	£2,500

	Interest in savings acc.
	 
	£18.98

	July payments
	
	 

	Bank charge
	
	£4.25

	Abbess Roding church grant
	
	£350

	Beauchamp Roding church grant
	
	£350

	Essex & Herts Air Ambulance charity grant
	
	£350

	K Hanley wages
	
	£242.46

	Zurich annual insurance
	
	£241

	August payments
	
	

	80th event invitations
	
	£29.69

	Bank charge
	
	£4.25

	K Hanley wages
	
	£242.46

	September payments
	
	

	Bank charge
	
	£4.25

	K Hanley wages and back pay
	
	£291.06

	80th event food payment
	
	£700

	Closing balance 01/10/2026
	 
	£303.79



b) Cllrs agreed that the finances presented were accurate. Cllr Sherwen signed the current account statement to confirm the balance. 

70/26	Internal Auditor
	To review and agree to appoint a new internal auditor for 2026/27.
	The parish council discussed and agreed to appoint Anchor Internal Audits. The Chair signed 	the terms of engagement letter and the Clerk will return.

71/26	Governance
a) Review and agree the parish council Retention Policy
Approved. The Clerk will implement.
b) Discuss and approve update to website domain.
Approved. The Clerk will implement.




72/26	Report on 80th parish anniversary event
	The event was very successful and enjoyed by all who attended. It was noted that there was 	an amount of food waste which the parish council would like to avoid at future events. Some 	ideas were discussed and it was agreed to discuss further when arranging the next event.

73/26	Abbess Roding USAF war memorial flag pole
	After discussions the parish council agreed that it would be inappropriate to include a British 	flag at the USA war memorial. The Clerk will email the neighbouring parish to advise them of 	the decision.
	
74/26 	Information exchange/next agenda items
· Cllr Milligan advised of concerns over lime trees on the verges needing reducing. He is going to forward details to the clerk to investigate further.
· The clerk will chase up the on the enforcement decisions on planning applications EPF/2200/25 and EPF/0880/26.
· Following two recent road traffic accidents the Clerk will contact Essex Police to find out about operation the speed reducing operation discussed at the 2025 speed meeting held in Fyfield. 
	
75/26 		     Meeting dates
				     The next meeting date will be 13th January 2027 at 7:30pm. 

76/26		Meeting closed 20:40pm 


Approved ………………………………………………………. 13th January 2027
	 




















ABBR Council Report

Crime stats for last 3mth period:
Stats for period 19/07/26 to 19/10/26

25 calls to police, of these calls 6 crimes were recorded. Of those 6 crimes the following are crimes considered to have an impact on community:

  0 Residential Burglaries
  0 Attempted Residential Burglary
  1 Residential Burglaries of Unconnected Buildings (garage or shed break in etc)
  2 Theft of Motor Vehicle 
  0 Attempted Theft of Motor Vehicle
  0 Theft from Motor Vehicles
  0 Attempted Theft from Motor Vehicle
  0 Vehicle Interference (Trying Car Door Handles etc)
 
Stats for period 19/07/25 to 19/10/25 to compare.

10 calls to police, of these calls 0 crimes were recorded. Of those 0 crimes the following are crimes considered to have an impact on community:

  0 Residential Burglaries
  0 Attempted Residential Burglary
  0 Residential Burglaries of Unconnected Buildings (garage or shed break in etc)
  0 Theft of Motor Vehicle 
  0 Attempted Theft of Motor Vehicle
  0 Theft from Motor Vehicles
  0 Attempted Theft from Motor Vehicle
  0 Vehicle Interference (Trying Car Door Handles etc)

The stats show an increase in calls to police and crimes recorded, one of the main reasons for the increase in calls is there is more reporting of the vehicles speeding near School Lane. I have been out myself with a speed gun and I have passed this on to the Roads Policing Teams to ask for their assistance as well. 
I am not concerned by the increased crime numbers, it is an extreme rarity for there to be no crimes recorded all as with the figures for the year previous so it will look worse than it actually is. 




ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP & BERNERS RODING PARISH COUNCIL







Clerks Report – October 2026
	Date
	Reference
	Item
	Completed

	
	
	Thank you emails received from the PC’s charity donations.
	

	
	
	Public Path Diversion Order received diverting a part of footpath 50.
	

	15/07/2026
	43/26
	I forwarded the residents concerns to EFDC regarding expansion of properties. Enforcement confirmed there is a case open (ENF/0147/26) and they will keep us informed as an interested party.
	

	15/07/2026
	51/26a & b
	Both the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations have been implemented.
	Yes

	15/07/2026
	52/26
	PC insurance implemented.
	Yes

	15/07/2026
	54/26
	Sign placement information received from Cllr Markey and an email was sent to Cllr J McIvor for his support with the application. A further 3 chase emails were sent with no response. I have contacted Essex Highways to advise them of the issue and they are going to contact Cllr J McIvor directly on our behalf.
	



