
MINUTES
of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2026
at 7.00pm at the Room in the Rodings.

Present 						
Councillors:	Bruce Stratton (Chair), Chris Markey, Tamsin Osborn, Andrew Parmenter, Eleanor Sherwen, 	 Pip Lawrance, Ian Milligan.
Parish Clerk:	Kim Hanley

District Councillor Balcombe in attendance.
No members of the public or County Councillors in attendance. 

39/26	Chairs welcome
40/26 	Apologies for absence 
                       All Councillors in attendance.
41/26	Approval of Minutes
Cllrs approved the minutes of the previous meeting 20th May 2026 as an accurate record and these were signed by the Chair.

42/26	Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items
	No declarations received.

43/26	Public Representation
	The Clerk read an email received from a resident regarding concerns about expansion of out 	buildings on a local property which was read out. The Clerk has sent the resident the details of 	EFDC planning enforcement to report the concerns and the Council agreed that the Clerk will 	forward the residents’ concerns to EFDC planning enforcement as well. 

44/26	Essex County Council Report
	No report received.

45/26	District Council Report (EFDC Rural East)
	A report was given – see District Council Report at end of this document.

46/26	Police Report
	No report was received.

47/26	Clerk’s Report
	The Clerk reported on 5 items – see Clerks Report at the end of this document.
	




48/26	Planning

Application Decisions
	
		Application
	PC Objection
	Planning Decision

	EPF/0713/26
Planning Application: EPF/0713/26
	No
	 Not lawful

	EPF/0877/26
Planning Application: EPF/0877/26
	No
	Refuse

	EPF/0878/26
Planning Application: EPF/0878/26
	No
	Refuse

	EPF/1031/26
Planning Application: EPF/1031/26
	No
	



Enforcement and Appeals
 
	Application
	Current Status
	Objection

	EPF/2200/25
Land on corner of School Lane/B184
	Appeal on refusal decision. 
	Further information was submitted on behalf of the PC.



49/26	Finances 
	
	a) The Clerk reports the Lloyds bank balances at 1st July 2026 
		Current account – £613.21
		Savings account - £15,757.19

		
	Opening Balance 13/05/2026
	 
	 

	Current Account
	 
	£1,133.63

	VAT Return
	 
	0

	Transfer from savings acc.
	 
	0

	Transfer to savings acc.
	 
	0

	Bank charge
	£4.25
	 

	Clerk wages
	£242.46
	 

	Internal audit invoice
	£27
	 

	Bank charge
	£4.25
	 

	Clerk wages
	£242.46
	 

	Closing balance 01/07/2026
	 
	£613.21



The Clerk confirmed the current account balance was noted incorrectly on the agenda but is correct above.
b) Cllrs agreed that the finances presented were accurate. Cllr Markey signed the current account statement to confirm the balance. 

50/26	BASICS Essex request for financial support
	The Council discussed and agreed not to provide financial assistance.


51/26	Governance
a) Review and agree the parish council Standing Orders
Approved. The Clerk will implement.
b) Review and agree the parish council Financial Regulations
Approved with a slight amendment to wording. The Clerk will make the necessary change and implement.

52/26	Annual insurance renewal
	The Council reviewed the insurance quotes provided by the Clerk and agreed to accept the 	Zurich quote for £241. The Clerk will implement this by the renewal date of 9th August.

53/26	Community Event 2026
	This event will celebrate 80 years of Abbess, Beauchamp and Berners Roding Parish Council.	The Clerk will look to book the Room at the Rodings for Friday 2nd October. Cllr Osborn has 	arranged the event singer and the Council agreed to provide fish and chips following the 	success at a previous event. The Clerk will create invitations to be sent out 1st September 	with an RSVP date of 14th September. 
	
54/26	Village signs
	The Council discussed and agreed the placement of the signs. Cllr Markey will send these to 	the Clerk who will request licences from Highways.

55/26	Abbess Roding USAF war memorial
	After discussion the Council agreed that District Councillor Balcombe would mention at the 	next Matching parish council meeting that the war memorial is situated in Abbess Roding 	and not Matching. 

56/26 	Information exchange/next agenda items
	Cllr Lawrance mentioned that the verges are very overgrown and have not been cut yet. The 	Clerk will chase up ECC to find out when the verges are due to be cut.
	
57/26 		     Meeting dates
				The next meeting date will be 28th October at 7:30pm. 

58/26		Meeting closed 20:09pm 


Approved ………………………………………………………. 28th October 2026
	 










Planning powers removed from Epping Forest District Council
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has stripped Epping Forest District Council of the sole local right to determine major planning applications.
The designation under section 62A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 comes after the council breached government limits on the number of planning refusals overturned at appeal.
Why this matters locally
District councillors are the voice of local residents. Taking away their power to determine major planning applications is an attack on local democracy and accountability.
Epping Forest District is over 90% Green Belt. We understand the pressure from government to build more houses, but we also represent the interests of residents who already live here.
Councillors support good planning applications, but there is often a fine line between meeting the ambitions of developers and meeting the needs of the community.
We have done everything in our power to balance both sides. Unlike many councils, Epping Forest District has a strong, up-to-date local plan, and some town and parish councils have developed their own neighbourhood plans too.
We operate according to planning policy and law. Often that makes us very unpopular with our own residents when we are compelled to grant planning permission for developments we would rather not have.
That makes it all the more important that we are able to refuse applications that simply do not meet the tests of acceptability. Just over 10% of those refusals have been overturned at appeal, marginally breaching the government target. The government has decided that is not good enough and has made it possible to bypass local democracy.
What this means for residents
Housing schemes larger than 10 homes, or on sites larger than half a hectare, no longer need to apply to Epping Forest District Council for planning permission.
The same applies to buildings over 1,000 square metres and to other developments on land over one hectare.
Instead, applicants can now apply directly to the government-appointed Planning Inspectorate. There will be no local control or local right of appeal.
The Planning Inspectorate will also receive the planning application fees, even though the council will still be required to help administer applications by putting up site notices, writing to neighbours and hosting any public hearings.
The council retains the power to determine small-scale planning applications, including householder improvements.
A briefing on this will take place on Teams for all members of the council and town and parish councillors. I understand the invite was sent out this afternoon.
Fly-tipping enforcement
Fly-tipping remains a problem across the country and within Epping Forest District. The council is looking at ways to tackle it through fines, prosecutions and a more efficient process for clearing fly-tips quickly.
From 1 April, penalties for fly-tipping increased from £400 to £1,000. These new penalties are intended to deter the illegal dumping of rubbish in and around the district.
Recent news releases on the EFDC website show that the council has already issued two successful £1,000 fines.
Bell Hotel update
Last month, the Home Office confirmed that it is terminating its contract with the Bell Hotel in Epping as asylum accommodation. It will cease to be used by 11 July, and all service users have been notified of the closure and relocated to other parts of the asylum estate.
This follows repeated attempts by Epping Forest District Council over the past 22 days to ascertain the situation at the site. The news came as a complete surprise, but it is a welcome one because it brings an important opportunity to concentrate on rebuilding a community that has been severely impacted and divided by the damaging events of the past year.
Waste service

During the recent extreme weather, our TVS Limited refuses and recycling crew soldiered on with their regular rounds in Epping Forest district plus making sure missed collections were completed without any suspension of service.
Many local authorities chose to suspend some of their waste collection during the extreme heat but with determination and resilience our cruise carries on delivering an excellent service for our communities welfare of our refuge collection cruise is taken various seriously particularly during periods of extreme heat.

In other good news, the council’s waste service has been shortlisted for two national awards for excellence in recycling and waste services.
I am pleased to say that the service finished in the top three for the first award and won the second award.
Cllr Ray Balcombe
ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP & BERNERS RODING PARISH COUNCIL








Clerks Report – July 2026

	Date
	Reference
	Item
	Completed

	20.05.2026
	9/26
	Congratulatory emails were sent to Cllr J McIvor and Cllr K McIvor on behalf of the parish council.
	Y

	20.05.2026
	16/26
	The AGAR Certificate of Exemption Form 2 has been submitted and receipt confirmed. Relevant paperwork has also been uploaded to the website.  
	Y

	20.05.2026
	17/26
	The Room at the Rodings has been booked for Friday 18th September for the ABBR PC event.
	Y

	
	
	EPF/2200/25 - Land on corner of School Lane/B184 appeal to refusal decision. Further information provided by the PC was submitted.
	Y

	
	
	I have passed my CiLCA qualification.
	14.07.26






