ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP & BERNERS RODING PARISH COUNCIL




MINUTES
of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2026
at 7.30pm at the Room in the Rodings.

Present 						
Councillors:	Bruce Stratton (Chair), Chris Markey, Tamsin Osborn, Andrew Parmenter, Eleanor Sherwen, 	 Pip Lawrance.
Parish Clerk:	Kim Hanley

District and County Cllrs not in attendance.
No members of the public in attendance. 

1/26	Election of Chairman
	Cllr Bruce Stratton was nominated, seconded and duly elected as Chair. Cllr Stratton signed the     	acceptance of office witnessed by the Clerk.
2/26 	Apologies for absence 
	Cllr Milligan sent apologies.

3/26	Election of Vice-Chair
	Cllr Chris Markey was nominated, seconded and duly elected as Vice Chair. Cllr Markey signed 	the acceptance of office witnessed by the Clerk.

4/26	Approval of Minutes
Cllrs approved the minutes of the previous meeting 28th March 2026 as an accurate record and these were signed by the Chair.

5/26	Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items
	Cllr Markey declared a non-pecuniary interest in item number 14. 

6/26	Areas of Responsibility
	Cllr Obsorn – Events Co-ordinator - Agreed.
	Cllr Stratton - Berners Roding defibrillator guardian - Agreed.
	Robert Osborn – Abbess Roding defibrillator guardian - Agreed.

7/26	Register of Members interests
	No changes required.

8/26	Public Representation
	No members of the public in attendance.

9/26	Essex County Council Report
No Cllr in attendance. It was agreed that the Clerk would send a congratulatory email to re-elected ECC Cllr Jaymey McIvor on behalf of the PC.



10/26	District Council Report (EFDC Rural East)
	No Cllr in attendance. It was agreed that the Clerk would send a congratulatory email to newly 	elected EFDC Cllr Karen McIvor on behalf of the PC.

11/26	Police Report
PC Shepherd was not in attendance and did not send a report.

12/26	Clerk’s Report
	The Clerk reported on 8 items – see separate report.

13/26	Highways
Reported to ECC/updates since previous meeting:
	
	Reference Number: 2848399
	Issue: Carriageway defects
	Location: Green Hill Road
	Current Status: Works completed.

	Reference Number: 2979312
	Issue: Defective bridge 
	Location: byway 31 
	Current Status: Works completed.

14/26	Planning

	            Application Decisions
	
	Application
	Planning Decision

	Planning Application: EPF/0038/26
Fairlands, Anchor Lane
	Approved with conditions

	Planning Application: EPF/0039/26
Fairlands, Anchor Lane
	Approved with conditions

	Planning Application: EPF/0272/26
Berwick Hall, Berwick Lane
	Approved

	Planning Application: EPF/0355/26
CWS Farms
	Approved



	             Enforcement and Appeals
 
	Application
	Current Status
	Objection

	Planning Application: EPF/0880/26
Nether Street Depot
	Under consultation until 27th May 2026
	The PC agreed to enter an objection. The Clerk will complete this task.



15/26	  Finances 
1. The Clerk reports the Lloyds bank balances at 13th May 2026
Current account – £1,133.63
Savings account - £15,750.93
	
	Opening Balance 29/02/2026
	 
	 

	Current Account
	 
	£80.66

	VAT Return
	 
	0

	Transfer from savings acc.
	 
	500

	 Transfer to savings acc.
	 
	 5000

	
	
	

	Bank charge
	£4.25
	

	APM refreshments
	£30.00
	

	80.66Venue hire 2026/27
	£180
	

	K Hanley wages
	£242.46
	

	Bank charge
	£4.25
	

	EFDC precept
	
	£6,515

	EALC membership fee
	£184.22
	

	Friends of Historic Essex
	£12.00
	

	K Hanley wages
	£242.46
	

	Replacement defib pads
	£62.39
	

	
	
	

	Totals
	£962.03
	£6,515

	Closing balance 13/05/2026
	 
	£1,133.63




1. Cllrs agreed that the finances presented were accurate. Cllr Markey signed the current account statement to confirm the balance. 

16/26	Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/2026
a) To discuss and accept the Internal Audit report. 
Discussed and accepted.
	b) RFO (Clerk) and Chair to sign the Certificate of Exemption Form 2 
	    Agreed and signed off. 
	c) Clerk and Chair to sign Section 1 Annual Governance Statement.
	    Agreed and signed off. 
	d) Clerk and Chair to sign Section 2 Accounting Statement.
	    Agreed and signed off. 

	The Clerk will return the relevant paperwork to the External Auditor by 1st July 2026 and 	publish the required information on the website including advertising the Exercise of Public 	Rights.

17/26	Community Event 2026
	It was agreed to hold an event for members of the parish to celebrate 80 years of Abbess, 	Beauchamp and Berners Roding Parish Council. A date of 25th September was agreed. The 	Clerk will check availability of the Room at the Rodings and Cllr Obsorn will find out details 	for last year’s VE Day event singer.
	
18/26 	Future Project
	It was agreed to look at installing further village signs in Abbess, Beauchamp and Berners 	Rodings. Cllr Markey will pinpoint the locations and the Clerk will find out about the required 	licences.

19/26	Information exchange/next agenda items
	It was agreed that the Clerk will obtain out of hours contact details for District Council 	enforcement team in case of emergency.


20/26 		Meeting dates
			The next meeting date will be 15th July at 7:30pm. 


21/26	Meeting closed 20:36pm 

Approved ………………………………………………………. 15th July 2026
	 






















