
MINUTES
of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 18th March 2026
at 7.30pm at the Room in the Rodings.

Present 						
Councillors:	Bruce Stratton (Chair), Chris Markey, Tamsin Osborn, Andrew Parmenter, Eleanor Sherwen, 	Ian Milligan, Pip Lawrance.
Parish Clerk:	Kim Hanley

District Cllr Balcombe and County Cllr McIvor not in attendance.
No members of the public in attendance. 

117/25  	Chair’s Welcome 
	Cllr Stratton welcomed those present.
118/25 	Apologies for absence 
	All Councillors in attendance.

119/25	Approval of Minutes
Cllrs approved the minutes of the previous meeting 14th January 2025 as an accurate record and these were signed by the Chair.

120/25	Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items
Cllr Markey declared a non-pecuniary interest in point 12 of the agenda. 

121/25	Public Representation
	No members of the public in attendance.

122/25	Essex County Council Report
Cllr McIvor was not in attendance. 

123/25	District Council Report (EFDC Rural East)
	District Councillor Balcombe sent apologies.

124/25	Police Report
PC Shepherd was not in attendance.

125/25	Clerk’s Report
	The Clerk reported on 9 items – see the report on page 5.

126/25	Highways
Reported to ECC/updates since previous meeting:
	Reference Number: 2848399
	Location: Green Hill Road
	Current Status: Scheduling repair works.

127/25	Planning

		        New Applications (since last meeting) 

	Application
	Objections
	Planning Decision

	Planning Application: EPF/0038/26
Fairlands, CM5 0JR
	No
	

	Planning Application: EPF/0039/26
Fairlands, CM5 0JR
	No
	

	Planning Application: EPF/0044/26
East Barn, CM5 0NX
	No
	Refused.

	Planning Application: EPF/0078/26
Berwick Hall, CM5 0JS
	No
	

	Planning Application: EPF/0272/26
Berwick Hall, CM5 0JS
	No
	

	Planning Application: EPF/0355/26
Cws Farms, CM5 0NX
	No
	Approved.



	            Application Decisions
	
	Application
	Planning Decision

	Planning Application: EPF/2483/25
Dillons Barn, CM5 0JJ
	Approved with conditions

	Planning Application: EPF/0044/26
East Barn, CM5 0NX
	Refused



	             Enforcement and Appeals
 
	Application
	Current Status

	Planning Application: EPF/2200/25
ENF/0098/25
Land on corner of School Lane/B184
	Applicant in process of appealing refusal decision.

	Planning Application: EPF/2291/25
ENF/2291/25
Elms Farm Equine Livery Yard
	Applicant in process of appealing refusal decision.

	ENF/0171/25
Nether Street Depot
	Replacement “building” communicated to the planning agent. Awaiting confirmation. 



128/25	  Finances 
1. The Clerk reports the Lloyds bank balances at 13th March 2026 
Current account – £80.66
Savings account - £11,240.60

	Opening Balance 31/12/2025
	 
	 

	Current Account
	 
	£185.89

	VAT Return
	 
	0

	Transfer from savings acc.
	 
	350

	 
	 
	 

	ICO renewal
	£47.00
	 

	Lloyds bank charges
	£4.25
	 

	Cloud Next refund
	 
	£60.00

	Cloud Next refund
	 
	£59.98

	K Hanley January wages
	£242.46
	 

	APM invitations
	£34.79
	 

	Lloyds bank charges
	£4.25
	 

	K Hanley February wages
	£242.46
	 

	Totals
	£575.21
	£655.87

	Closing balance 28/02/2026
	 
	£80.66



1. Cllrs agreed that the finances presented were accurate. Cllr Sherwen signed the current account statement to confirm the balance. 

129/25	Feedback from 2026 Annual Parish Meeting
	Cllr Stratton gave an overview of the APM and feedback he received from residents, of 	which approximately 30 were in attendance. It was agreed that the PC will pay £30 to Jenny 	Stratton for the supply of refreshments at the APM.
	Cllr Stratton proposed the PC hold an event in the autumn to celebrate the 80th anniversary of 	the Abbess, Beauchamp and Berners Roding Parish Council. An agenda item will be added to 	the next meeting to agree a date and arrangements for the event. 

130/25	Dog waste bins
	Cllr Stratton was asked by a resident if dog waste bins can be installed in the area. After 	considering the cost of the bins, cost of collections and potential licences required to site the 	bins, the PC agreed that dog waste bins would not be viable. The Clerk advised that dog waste 	can be disposed of in general waste bins.


131/25 	Policies
a) Discuss and agree to adopt the Accessibility Statement
Discussed and agreed. The Clerk will implement.
b) Discuss and agree to adopt the ICO Model Publication Scheme
Discussed and agreed. The Clerk will implement.
c) Discuss and agree to adopt the IT Policy
Discussed and agreed. The Clerk will implement.
d) Discuss and agree to adopt the Data Protection Policy
Discussed and agreed. The Clerk will implement.
e) Review and agree the Parish Councils Code of Conduct
Reviewed and agreed. The Clerk will implement the updated policy.


132/25	Verge contract
	The PC reviewed the 3 tenders received for the verge contract. As the contract amount has not 	been received from ECC the PC agreed to return the verge contract to ECC to save incurring 	additional costs. The Clerk will inform ECC and the contract tenders of this decision. 



133/25	Information exchange/next agenda items
	The Chair may, at their discretion, discuss and resolve any urgent matters.
· The ABBR PC 80th anniversary celebration will be added to the next meeting agenda.

134/25  	Meeting dates
a) Discuss and agree dates for the rest of 2026 and 2027.
The following dates were agreed:
13th May
15th July
28th October
13th January
10th March – Annual Parish Meeting
17th March

The Clerk will book the meeting venue and post the dates on the website and noticeboard.

b) To confirm the date of the next meeting
		 13th May 2026.


135/25 	Meeting closed 20:21pm 

Approved ………………………………………………………. 20th May 2026
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	Date
	Reference
	Item
	Completed

	
	
	ICO Membership
Renewed for 2026/27. 

	
11.01.2026

	19.01.2026
	103/25
	Locality Funding from Cllr McIvor
I have sent Cllr McIvor the email that I received from the locality team saying ABBR PC had not been put forward for the funding. Looking back through emails I can see that the locality fund required the permits for the village signs by 31st March 2024 but they were not received by then so the funding was not approved. The last email is from Cllr McIvor asking what happens to the allocated money. While I was searching through the email’s I also emailed Cllr McIvor for an update his end. 

11/3 – Cllr McIvor emailed to say he can’t check his emails because his Count Council laptop has been quarantined. He has offered to personally donate £200 to the VE day event costs. 
The PC agreed to politely decline this offer.

	







	
	
	Cloud Next refund
Refund received from Cloud Next as they took two lots of annual payments by mistake. 

	
26.01.2026

	19.01.2026
	108/25
	Contact Hastoe re: flooding at Bass cottages
I emailed the company requesting that the calvert be unblocked to prevent flooding. 
Cllr Osborn advised that the flooding hasn’t been as bad. I will contact to follow up. 

	
16.01.2026

	19.01.2026
	109/25
	Planning refusals EPF/2200/25 (ENF/0098/25) and EPF/2291/25 (ENF/0016/26)
I contacted the planning department and enforcement regarding the following applications and what the next steps are now they have been refused. The enforcement team advised that the applicants have 6 months to appeal and both applicants had advised they will be doing so. I contacted Enforcement last week for an update and both applicants are in the process of submitting appeals.

	

	19.01.2026
	111/25(2)
	Precept
Following agreement at January’s meeting I have returned the signed precept paperwork to EFDC.

	
16.01.2026

	19.01.2026
	111/25(3)
	Renewal of current verge contractor
I contacted ECC to ask if they can give me the tender rate for 2026/27. I received an email explaining that the information would not be available until after the ECC budget has been confirmed. 
I chased up ECC and received an email 16/3 to say the budget still hasn’t been finalised but they will contact me as soon as it has.

	

	19.01.2026
	113/25
	Epping Forest District Association of Local Councils
The EFDALC have confirmed our membership. 

	
21/01/2026

	19.01.2026
	114/25
	Nether Self Storage (add to agenda) ENF/0171/25
Enforcement have advised that an application for the replacement “building” within Nether Street Depot has been communicated to the planning agent engaged by the owners. The Council are awaiting confirmation of the submission timeframe and will keep me informed of this.

	





