ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP & BERNERS RODING PARISH COUNCIL




MINUTES
of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11th March 2026
at 7.30pm at the Room in the Rodings.

Present 						
Councillors:	Councillor Stratton, Councillor Parmenter, Councillor Osborn, Councillor Milligan. 
		District Councillor Balcombe.
Parish Clerk:	Kim Hanley
Approximately 30 residents.

Apologies were received from Councillor Lawrance, Councillor Markey and Councillor Sherwen.

1. Chair’s Welcome
Councillor Bruce Stratton opened the meeting and welcomed those in attendance.

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5th March 2025
The meeting resolved to accept the minutes as an accurate record and Cllr Stratton signed them off.

3. Open Forum
· The Womble litter pickers encouraged residents to tidy their streets and drop off any rubbish collected at a designated point on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th March for it to be removed. 
· Thanks were given for help and support at The Room at the Rodings.

4. Parish Council Chair’s Report
Councillor Bruce Stratton gave a report of the Parish Councils last 12 months activities. Please see document ABBR PC Chairmans Report 2026 (page 3).

5. Essex County Council Report
County Councillor McIvor sent apologies for his absence. His mother attended in his absence and handed out reports to residents.

6. Epping Forest District Council Report
District Councillor Balcombe read out a report – please see document EFDC Report 2026 (page 5). 
Residents asked the following questions which Cllr Balcombe answered:
· The small food caddies will be collected weekly.
· The recycling bags were axed due to health and safely.
· Green bin charges are £60 per year for one bin and £30 per year for an additional bin.
· Changes to fly tipping reporting will hopefully streamline the process and reduce time taken to remove waste. EFDC are also looking into raising the fines for fly tipping too. 

7. Police Report
PC Warren Shepherd was unable to attend but sent a report which was read out by the Clerk. Please see document Police Report 2026 (page 7). 


8. Other Reports

       Church Report
       Cllr Parmenter read out a report. Please see document Churches Parish Council Report 2026      (page 8).

9. Close meeting
       The meeting was closed at 8pm. 



Approved by …………………………………………………………… 	Date ………………………………………………
	 
































ABBR PC Chairmans Report 2026
Welcome to what could be the 80th Abbess, Beauchamp & Berners Roding Annual Parish Meeting.  I am assuming as Abbess & Beauchamp were officially amalgamated together with the metropolis of Berners Roding in 1946, so technically this should be the eightieth annual meeting. I am not aware of anyone who has attended them all, so we can only assume this to be correct.
Your Parish Councillors have remained the same as last year with Pip Lawrance, Tamsin Osborn and Eleanor Sherwin as our ladies and Chris Markey, Ian Milligan and Andrew Parmenter the gentlemen of the Council.     Our major change in the past year was the resignation of our Parish Clerk Karen Weare who had served us well for ten years.  After advertising the post and interviewing a number of applicants we are very pleased to welcome Kim Hanley as our new Parish Clerk
At last year’s Parish Meeting I advised our latest project was reinstating the Village Signs as you enter the three villages.  After much discussion and filling in forms we were finally given licences to install the missing signs.  We were then advised it would cost in the region of two thousand pounds per sign to place two metal poles in the ground.  Fortunately, when discussing the matter with a local retired farmer he advised the original posts were still in place as you enter Abbess Roding from the north. I think he then volunteered to clear the vegetation and install the new sign on our behalf.  Our grateful thanks to Chris Metson for his assistance in this matter.  The sign entering Berners Roding also has a good story attached.  The highways authority were clearing ditches in Berners and I stopped my car and politely enquired whether they were able to install a village sign on our behalf as they were in the area and was informed they would have to go back to the depot and come back the next day with an answer.  I half-heartedly turned up anticipating a refusal and was informed they had cement and were happy to assist.   My offer of money was politely turned down so I purchased a packet of doughnuts as a thank you.  The Beauchamp sign is in progress and we hope to have news shortly.  I have been approached by two of our neighbouring Parish Councils who have enquired where we obtained them from as they would like similar signs installed, it is good to be trend setters!
Your Parish Council has reviewed all the planning applications for the Parish and made comments where relevant.  We have reported and chased up pothole repairs with the highway authorities. I would mention that in 1722 Daniel Defoe on his tour of East Anglia mentions the Rodings as famous for good land, good malt and dirty roads, the latter indeed in the winter are scarce passable for horse or man.  I think we should be grateful that matters have improved since then. 
Our brief includes arranging the cutting of the Parish verges.  John Kenney carrying out the majority of the grass cutting to a high standard under contract with the exception of Berners Roding which we are very grateful to Essex Farms for keeping this in good order.
The defibrillators outside the Church in Abbess Roding and in the ex-telephone kiosk at Berners are both checked regularly and should be available if required.
We had a very successful VE day celebration on the evening of 8th May here at the Room in the Rodings, attended by many of the residents of the Parish organised in the main by Tamsin Osborn.  With food and drink together with a wonderful singer entertaining us with appropriate songs, culminating with the lighting of a beacon.  I must again mention the Parish Councils appreciation of our local retired farmer Chris Metson, who I think again volunteered his expertise and produced an excellent hand-crafted beacon and provided the equipment to raise this high in the air. 
After the meeting everyone is invited to stay for a cup of tea or coffee and homemade cookies provided by my daughter Jenny Stratton, for which we thank her.
Finally, my thanks to our District Councillor Ray Balcombe for his assistance throughout the year our local Police officer Warren Shepherd who attends as many meetings as he can to keep us updated, the rest of the Parish Council and our excellent new clerk who we could not operate without.  





































EFDC Report 2026
The new waste service TVS which is owned by EFDC is now one year old and has been short listed in the Awards for Excellence in recycling and waste at the Grovenour Hotel in May. 
The Awards for Excellence in Recycling and Waste Management 2026 celebrate innovation and leadership in recycling and waste management.
TVS Ltd is in its infancy – operating for just over a year – after Epping Forest District council took the brave decision to bring its recycling, refuse and street cleansing operations ‘in-house’.
Our waste and recycling collection crews represent everything this award stands for: professionalism, resilience, compassion, pride, and a commitment to public service that goes far beyond the job description.
In their first year as a newly formed Local Authority Trading Company (LATCo) the crews have not only continued to maintain essential services through a major organisational transition, but have also elevated performance, strengthened resident trust, and set new standards for safety, customer care and teamwork across the district. 
The Council’s bold decision to bring services in-house meant the success of TVS Ltd rested on the shoulders of our crews. TVS Ltd.’s waste and recycling crews deliver exceptional service through one of the sector’s most complex transitions. Missing collections fell 34%, calls reduced 40%, complaints fell by 22%, and compliments rose 52%.
With outstanding teamwork, compassion, safety leadership, and unwavering pride in serving the community, they exemplify what Collection Crew of the Year should represent.
Fly tipping which is a problem across the country as well as a problem in EFDC and we are looking at ways to stop with fines prosecutions and making the procedure for clearing up fly tips more efficient and quicker.
Epping Forest District Council budget on the 19th of February the council unanimously approved the conservative budget and continues to deliver a strong value for money, with the lowest council in tax in Essex. The District Council takes just 8% of the total council tax which for an average band D property amounts to £177 a year less than 50 pence a day.
For this money the council provides a range of services these include well run statutory services such as waste collections which is effectively delivered through a new council owned TVS service. We also go above and beyond, we provide grants to local organisations fund highways rangers who carry out extra work to keep our district neat and tidy, support county care, provide funding for our museum, run community activities for all ages and support youth council.
We are also investing in leisure with upgrades to the Ongar leisure centre and the brand-new leisure centre and swimming pool in Epping. 
As part of this budget a new £60 per year garden waste charge was announced. We are the last council in Essex to introduce a green waste charge and doing so reluctantly. New waste separation laws have increased costs, and the council does not have an extra £1 million plus to cover them.
If you do not use a green bin you don’t pay.
This year has been busy and myself and my two ward councillors Ian Hadley and Richard Morgan have been busy helping residents with planning concerns, maintenance problems with council owned properties, attending about 85% of parish meetings and functions as well as our EFDC commitments. 
We have worked hard all year in standing up for residents and delivered for villages in Rural East. 



























Police Report 2026

Crime stats for last 12mth period:
Stats for period 01/03/25 to 01/03/26
55 calls to police, of these calls 18 crimes were recorded. Of those 18 crimes the following are crimes considered to have an impact on community:
  1 Residential Burglaries
  0 Attempted Residential Burglary
  1 Residential Burglaries of Unconnected Buildings (garage or shed break in etc)
  0 Theft of Motor Vehicle 
  1 Attempted Theft of Motor Vehicle
  1 Theft from Motor Vehicles
  0 Attempted Theft from Motor Vehicle
  0 Vehicle Interference (Trying Car Door Handles etc)
 
Stats for period 01/03/24 to 28/02/25 to compare.

67 calls to police, of these calls 25 crimes were recorded. Of those 25 crimes the following are crimes considered to have an impact on community:
  5 Residential Burglaries
  0 Attempted Residential Burglary
  1 Residential Burglaries of Unconnected Buildings (garage or shed break in etc)
  2 Theft of Motor Vehicle 
  1 Attempted Theft of Motor Vehicle
  0 Theft from Motor Vehicles
  0 Attempted Theft from Motor Vehicle
  1 Vehicle Interference (Trying Car Door Handles etc)

Stats show some great stats for the last year compared with previous year with burglaries down 66.6%, a complete reduction in Theft of Motor Vehicles and a 50% reduction in vehicle crime overall. Stats also show a 17.9% reduction in calls to police and crime is down 28% overall. 
Churches Parish Council Report 2026
   The past year has been a year of change in the Churches. First Allison Ward our Benefice Administrator stepped down in June to take up a new job at Chelmsford Cathedral.  Then Revd Jo Wood our Curate left us in August to take up a new as Vicar in Tollesbury.  Finally, our Vicar Revd Robert Stone left to become Vicar of a group of parishes in Yorkshire. Consequently, we have been in vacancy since 20th October. We are currently advertising for a new vicar and if a suitable candidate is found we hope to have a new vicar in post around September.
    In the meantime, the life of the Churches continues with regular services each month and extra services throughout the year to mark festivals with the annual Carol Service being the most well attended service of the year for both Churches. Beauchamp Roding’s new style Community Carol Service was particularly well attended. Thank you to everyone who came along and everyone who worked hard to make it such a success.
  Regarding the Church buildings themselves St Edmund Abbess Roding is in good condition and well cared for with no urgent repairs required. St Botolph Beauchamp Roding has several repairs that are needed and we have prioritised the most urgent ones and we will arrange to have these done as funds allow. Both Churches have well maintained Churchyards and we thank the Parish Council for their support with this and those volunteers who cut the grass. The gates to the drive at Beauchamp Roding are open at weekends, bank holidays and by arrangement, we hope to be able to open them more often but at the moment this isn’t possible. 
     Fundraising events are important to both Churches not just to raise money but as community events, several were held during the year. At Beauchamp in May there was a Country Market here in the Room in the Rodings, in August we had Teas and stalls at the Church and then a Christmas Market again here in October all of which were well supported.  At Abbess Roding the Friends of St Edmunds who raise money for the fabric of the Church had a successful year; a Classic car and tractor run starting from Abbess Hall was held in June, also in June a Jazz Picnic was held in the Churchyard and there was a Quiz Night in November. The Friends also run a monthly coffee morning on the last Thursday morning of the month in the Church from throughout the year. These are very popular providing an opportunity for the community to meet up over coffee and cake. Thanks to all our tremendous volunteers and supporters who work so hard to make these events a success for both churches. Thanks to everyone who came along and supported us. Thanks also to the Room in the Rodings for the use of the hall. 




https://www.e-voice.org.uk/abbrpc 

