ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP & BERNERS RODING PARISH COUNCIL




MINUTES
of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th January 2026
at 7.30pm at the Room in the Rodings.

Present 						
Councillors:	B Stratton (Chair), C Markey, T Osborn, A Parmenter, E Sherwen, I Milligan.
Parish Clerk:	Kim Hanley

District Cllr Balcombe and County Cllr McIvor in attendance.
No members of the public in attendance. 

98/25  	Chair’s Welcome 
	Cllr Stratton welcomed those present.
99/25 	Apologies for absence 
	Cllr Lawrence sent apologies.

100/25	Approval of Minutes
Cllrs approved the minutes of the previous meeting 29th October 2025 as an accurate record and these were signed by the Chair.

101/25	Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items
No declarations given.

102/25	Public Representation
	No members of the public in attendance.

103/25	Essex County Council Report
Cllr McIvor gave a report on the following:
· His views on the Local Government Reorganisation
· His views on the local elections
· His views on the Mayor of Essex office
· His campaigning for better social care and education
· His campaigning for a new doctor’s hub in Ongar high road.

Cllr Stratton asked Cllr McIvor about the funds which were promised to ABBR Parish Council but not delivered. Cllr McIvor confirmed that he submitted the paperwork for the funds - £300 towards the VE Day celebrations and £1500 towards the village signs costs. Cllr Stratton advised that the Clerk had queried this and been told by the Locality Funding team that no funds had been requested. The Clerk is forwarding this information to Cllr McIvor who will in turn provide the Parish Council with details of his funding submission and look into this matter to resolve.



104/25	District Council Report (EFDC Rural East)
	District Councillor Balcombe gave a report on the following:
· EFDC have asked for elections to go ahead this year.
· In the Local Government Reorganisation, EFD have asked for 3 unitary authorities.
· The opening of the new sports centre in Epping was successful and under budget.
· The new control tower on North Weald airfield is now open and came in on budget. The old tower is being preserved.
· The waste service is now operating from its new hub on North Weald airfield. 
· EFDC council tax will increase by 5% for 2026/27.

105/25	Police Report
A report was not received.

106/25	Clerk’s Report
· Beauchamp Roding sign update – a revised quote was received and sent to all Councillors.
· Stables and caravans in field at junction of School Lane and B184 – the new planning application was submitted and the Parish Council entered a formal objection. The application was refused by EFDC Planning Dept on 9th December 2025.
· Cllr McIvor’s ECC Locality Funding – I contacted the Locality Fund team and they advised they had not received any request for funds.
· Laptop purchase – a new laptop was purchased and added to the Parish Council asset register.
· Millenium records on website – I have spoken to the EALC who have advised that we would need permission from those people in the photographs to be able to share them on our website. Cllrs want to try and add names to the photo records and possibly store them in the church vestry so they can be used for parish events. Cllr Parmenter will check if they can be stored at the church. If not, they may need to go to the Essex Records Office. The records are being passed to Cllr Sherwin and Cllr Markey will look for a suitable container to store them in.
· Food and Garden Waste collections online briefing – Information on a webinar was received from EFDC and forwarded to all Councillors.
· Cloud Next overpayment – The domain renewal was paid twice in error. Cloud Next have advised that they can keep the overpayment for the next annual renewal. The Clerk will request a refund.
· Essex and Herts Air Ambulance letter – A letter has been received and circulated to all Councillors.

107/25	Village Gateways
1. Beauchamp Roding sign update – quote received from Ringway Jacobs (Highways contractor). 
The Council found the new quote to be too expensive and agreed to reject this quote. 
	


108/25	Highways
Reported to ECC/updates since previous meeting:
· 2830812 - Highways drainage problems – Berners Roding Road
Assessed and deemed it does not meet minimum requirements to be recorded as a defect or the issue may have already been resolved.
· 2985826 – Signing defects – School Lane
Assessed and deemed it does not meet minimum requirements to be recorded as a defect or the issue may have already been resolved.
· 2873275 – Highway drainage problems – School Lane
Assessed and deemed it does not meet minimum requirements to be recorded as a defect or the issue may have already been resolved.

· Cllr Milligan gave an update on the curb and verge defects he reported in School Lane, Abbess Roding (references 2992424 and 2992428). Highways have advised that the issues do not meet the minimum requirements for repairs to be made. 

· It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Hastoe regarding the flooding outside Bass cottages, Abbess Roding and ask them to unblock the calvert. 

109/25	Planning
	
	Application
	Objections
	Planning Decision

	Planning Application: EPF/2200/25
Storage of 2 caravans and dog agility site
	Yes. Logged 14/11/25.
	Refused.

	Planning Application: EPF/2291/25 
Temporary siting of 2 livery yard mobile homes

	No.
	Refused.

	Planning Application: EPF/2483/25 
Rear loft extension

	No.
	13/01/2026



It was agreed that the Clerk will contact the relevant EFDC planning officers to enquire what the next steps are following the refusal of applications EPF/2200/25 and EPF/2291/25. 

110/25	  Finances 
1. The Clerk reports the Lloyds bank balances at 31st December 2025 
Current account – £185.89
Savings account - £ 11,575.09

	Opening balances 30/09/2025
	 
	 

	Current Account
	 
	£344.73

	VAT refund
	 
	0

	Transfer from savings account
	 
	3000

	 
	 
	£3,344.73

	K Hanley expenses
	103
	 

	Cllr Osborn expenses
	30
	 

	Lloyds bank charge
	4.25
	 

	K Hanley October wages
	242.46
	 

	Cloud Next web domain
	119.98
	 

	Cloud Next web domain
	119.98
	 

	J Kenney services - verge contract
	1488
	 

	K Hanley - laptop reimbursement
	383.76
	 

	The Reid rooms 
	150
	 

	Lloyds bank charge
	4.25
	 

	K Hanley November wages
	242.46
	 

	Lloyds bank charge
	4.25
	 

	K Hanley December wages
	242.46
	 

	K Hanley expenses
	23.99
	 

	 
	3158.84
	-3158.84

	Closing balance 31/12/2025
	 
	£185.89



Cllrs agreed that the finances presented were accurate.

2. Cllr Parmenter signed the current account statement to confirm the balance. 

111/25	Budget and Precept Demand
1. To discuss and agree the 2026/27 budget as prepared by the Clerk
The Council discussed and agreed.

2. To discuss and agree the 2026/27 precept amount 
The Council discussed and agreed the precept amount of £6,515 – a 9.5% increase from 2025/26. The Chair and Clerk signed the precept demand and the Clerk will send this to EFDC by the deadline.

3. To discuss and agree renewal of the current verge contractor.
As we have not received the contract information from ECC yet, the Council agreed for the Clerk to request this information before confirming the tenders can match the rate. If not financially viable, the Council may return the contract to ECC. This item will be moved to the March meeting agenda. 

112/25	Internal Audit 2025/26
	Discuss and agree the appointment of an Internal Auditor
The Clerk confirmed that previous auditor, Peacock Management Services has confirmed availability for this internal audit. The Council agreed this appointment. 

113/25 	Epping Forest District Association of Local Councils
	Discuss and agree to join the EFDALC.
The Council agreed to join the EFDALC. The Clerk will confirm this.

	Local gov reorganisation
As the deadline to comment was prior to this meeting, the Clerk forwarded information to all Councillors who agreed not to put forward a comment.



114/25 	Items for Information and next agenda
· Cllr Parmenter reported that the abandoned caravan on Anchor Lane has been removed.
· A resident provided information to the Parish Council of a scaffolding tower being used as a building at Nether Self Storage, Dunmow Road without permission. The Council agreed that the Clerk would email the enforcement officer at EFDC and copy in Cllr Balcombe.

115/25  	Date of next meeting(s)
1. To confirm the date of the next meeting(s)
	11th March – Annual Parish Meeting
	18th March

2. Discuss and agree arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting.
· The Council agreed that the Clerk will send invitations to Cllr Balcombe, Cllr McIvor and the local Police. 
· The Millenium records will be available for residents to view along with photos from the VE Day celebration. 
· The defibrillators will be highlighted so residents are aware of there location and procedures for use.
· Refreshments will be available.

3. Discuss and agree dates for the rest of 2026 and 2027.
The Council agreed a meeting date of 20th May. The rest of the dates will be confirmed at the March meeting.

116/25 	MEETING CLOSED 21:25pm 

Approved ………………………………………………………. 11th March 2026
	 



https://www.e-voice.org.uk/abbrpc 

