ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP & BERNERS RODING PARISH COUNCIL



MINUTES
of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29th October 2025
at 7.30pm at the Room in the Rodings.

Present 						
Councillors	B Stratton (Chair), P Lawrance, C Markey, T Osborn, A Parmenter, E Sherwen, I Milligan.
Parish Clerk	Kim Hanley

District Cllr Balcombe in attendance.
No members of the public or County Council in attendance. 

81/25  	Chair’s Welcome 
	Cllr Stratton welcomed those present.
82/25 	Apologies for absence 
	None received.

83/25	Approval of Minutes
Cllrs approved the minutes of the previous meeting 9th July 2025 as an accurate record and these were signed by the Chair.

84/25	Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items
None.

85/25	Public Representation
	None.

86/25	Essex County Council Report
Cllr McIvor not present.

87/25	District Council Report (EFDC Rural East)
	Councillor Balcombe gave a report on the following:
· An update on the Bell Hotel 
· The new Epping leisure centre opening has been pushed back to January 2026
· Green bin fees will be introduced from 1st April 2026
· New food caddies will be rolled out in late March 2026
· The Government are due to make a decision on the unitary councils on 6th January 2026.

88/25	Police Report
No report was received.

89/25	Clerk’s Report
· To note that the resubmitted AGAR paperwork was received by PKF Littlejohn and no further action is required.
· The Historic Environment in the Planning Process – EFDC training event next week. Details have been forwarded to all Cllrs.
· Epping Forest District Association of Local Councils – this association is open to all 24 Epping Forest town and parish councils to join. The draft constitution will be forwarded to all Cllrs and added to the next meeting agenda for discussion. 	
· Karen Weare asked me to pass on her thanks for the kind card and gifts.

90/25	The death of Robin King
The council observed a minute’s silence in respect of the late Robin King.

91/25	Village Gateways
1. Beauchamp Roding sign update – quote received from Ringway Jacobs (Highways contractor). 
The council agreed for the Clerk to respond to Ringway Jacobs asking for a revised quote just for the works required.

2. Acknowledgement of appreciation of Mark Gilbey at ECC Hastingwood and his team for installing the Berners sign.
Cllr Stratton acknowledged the work undertaken and thanked the team who provided it.

92/25	Highways
	Reported 
· 2900513 blocked drain Poplars Hill (Dukes Lane), Berners Roding – assigned to inspection team for assessment. No further update. 
	Repaired
· 2979316 – defective bridge footpath 74 Beauchamp Roding.
· 2979312 – defective bridge byway 31 Elms Lane, Berners Roding.

93/25	Planning
	
1. New Application
EPF/2000/25 Cws Farms, CM5 0NX – proposed internal alterations, new windows and rooflights. (Circulated to Cllrs prior to meeting due to consultation deadline). No objections.
EPF/2074/25 Frayes Chase, CM5 0JX – certificate of Lawful Development for proposed outbuilding. Consultation deadline 03/11/2025. No objections.
EPF/2115/25 Claremont House, CM5 0NU – Retention of swimming pool. Consultation deadline 11/11/2025. Cllrs wish to look into this further and will confirm any objections before the deadline.

2. Enforcement
ENF/0098/25 Stables and caravans in Field at junction of School Lane and B184,        Beauchamp Roding. It was agreed for the Clerk to contact the Enforcement Officer to obtain confirmation of the land use and what it can and cannot be used for.



94/25	  Finances 
1. The Clerk reports the Lloyds bank balances at 30 September 2025 
Current account – £344.73
Savings account - £ 14,554.83

	Opening balances 01/07/2025
	 
	 

	Current Account
	 
	£1,461.08

	VAT refund
	 
	0

	Payment
	 
	60

	Transfer from savings account
	 
	500

	 
	 
	£2,021.08

	HMRC
	54.4
	 

	Bank service charges July
	4.25
	 

	K Weare July salary
	237.9
	 

	The Reid Rooms
	22.5
	 

	Business services
	430.24
	 

	HMRC
	54.6
	 

	Bank service charges August
	4.25
	 

	K Weare August salary
	253.9
	 

	HMRC
	54.4
	 

	Bank service charges September
	4.25
	 

	Defib expenses (BS)
	313.2
	 

	K Hanley September salary
	242.46
	-1676.35

	Closing balance 30/09/2025
	 
	£344.73



1. Cllr Sherwen signed the current account statement to confirm the balance. 
2. Cllr McIvor’s ECC Locality Fund
The Council agreed for the Clerk to contact the Locality Fund team directly to inquire about the funds.
3. Laptop purchase
The Council agreed for the Clerk to purchase a new laptop. The Clerk will choose the most appropriate from the 3 provided on the report.

95/25	Items for Information and next agenda
· Cllr Parmenter advised of an abandoned caravan on Anchor Lane. Cllr Markey advised he will look into it and report it.
· Cllr Stratton put forward the idea of adding photographs from the Millennium records to the PC website. The Clerk will ask the EALC if the Council are able to do this.

96/25  		DATE OF NEXT MEETING (s)
	14th January 2026
	11th March – Annual Parish Meeting
	18th March   

97/25 	MEETING CLOSED 8:45 pm 

Approved ………………………………………………………. 14th January 2026
	 



https://www.e-voice.org.uk/abbrpc 

