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2 descendant of Mr William Clark of Upton Cheyney)

ing an account of how UPTON CHEYNEY CHAPEL came to be built.

ewhere about 1790 (AD) Mrs William Clark, the wife of Mr William
rk, was entitled to take over some property at Upton Cheyney,

, through some error, was unable so to do until between the

ars 1820 and 1830.

In the meantime Mr and Mrs Clark, with their family, lived at
ittle Dean in the Forest of Dean, during which period Mr William
lark was enabled to build a Chapel to the Glory of God, which, in

ite of opposition, was opened for the convenience of many to
vorship as their conscience directed in Little Dean.

mewhile after this it came about that Mr and Mrs William Clark
re able to take over the aforesaid property at Upton Cheyney.

settling down in Upton Cheyney, no place of worship other than
Church of England at Bitton could be found. So Mr Clark opened
house for any who liked to come and join him and his family in
vorship. This seemed to be to the enjoyment of many friends in the
ighbourhood for a fairly long period.

folk then thought they ought to have a place of worship of
ir own, though very grateful to Mr Clark for letting his house
o= opened for such a purpose.

ifbout this time a piece of land was available, which Mr Clark
ed, a portion of which was fenced off, Deeds drawn up, and
ded over to Trustees for safe keeping.

k soon began. Foundations were dug and built to the surface of
ground when an injunction was handed to Mr Clark forbidding him
o go any further with the building; the reason being a conventicle”
not needed, the Church at Bitton being available. However,

did not meet with the approval of Mr Clark and the friends who
ipped with him. This meant applying at Bristol to get the

3 ction put on one side. The Court there thought the promoter

2 the Injunction had sufficient reason for so doing, but at

nt could go no further.

it came about that Mr Clark carried on building the walls,

when they reached plate high to receive the roof, a further
nction was given to Mr Clark forbidding him to cover in the

, as no consent had been given by the Clergy of the parish.
meant taking the case to Gloucester, where the Court upheld
injunction forbidding further progress.

this Mr Clark and friends felt it needful to have expert
e, which it seems came from friends in and about Bristol, also
promise of financial support to carry the matter through.

nticle - a term of reproach applied to the meetings and

s of worship of disse s the 16th and 17th centuries.
fully over the last 1 we have come a long way in
ng the breach between stablished church and the
onformists)




[image: image2.jpg]The case was then taken to the Court of Kings Bench in London, who,
after very careful consideration, came to the conclusion that, upon
the evidence, Mr Clark and his friends were fully justified in
building, and the case was dismissed with costs against the
objectors in each trial.

Thus the Chapel was built and opened in 1834 to the Glory of God in
the gathering of many into the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

May I add to the credit and undying memory of Mr Clark, a man of
strong personality, the fact that it seems he left no personal
Teference to the difficulties he had to overcome or the work he
himself put into the Chapel, showing, therefore, that it was his
love for the Divine Master and the uplift of the people amongst
whom he lived and died in February 1864.

Since the year 1864 friends have continually come to the help of
the Lord in carrying on the work in Upton Chapel. Some names of
happy memories among them in front rank being Mr George Gay, for
some years Superintendent of the Sunday School, Rev F W Brown,
co-pastor with Oldland Common, Peter Gay, well known in his day
both at the prayer meeting and Sunday School work, Mr Henry Lucker,
whose family are still so helpful in many ways, the late Mrs R
Bryan (nee Sarah Nicholls), Mr Alec Somerville among the boys and
young men - who will ever forget him? - and so the work goes on.

May our Heavenly Father still prosper the efforts and bless the
workers.

Signed - W. T. Clark




