A History of Upton Cheyney Chapel by Miss Muriel Williams, Elder of the Chapel.
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I have been asked to research some of the events relating to this
church over the last 177 years, although its roots go back to the
1740s. At that time the Kingswood preachers, John Wesley, George
Whitfield and John Cennick visited surrounding villages including
Wick and Upton Cheyney. John Cennick was the one most associated
with Upton and in recognition we are going to sing one of the hymns
he wrote.

To begin I thought I could not do better than read to you a
statement made at centenary celebrations on 10 September 1934 by Mr
W T Clark from London, a descendant of Mr William Clark, founder
member of the chapel.
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Maybe we can try to visualize what the building was like. We don't
have any plans but those used for the chapel in Little Dean appear
to have been used for Upton also. There is evidence that there
were three windows on each side and two at the back. The windows
were of clear glass and we know that some were replaced in 1909,
probably the four side ones with the two back ones done later, as
the design of the coloured glass is different, and the one left in
the schoolroom is different again. In the evening, lighting would
have been by o0il lamps - the church was quick to install
electricity when it was brought to the village in 1934.

The cost of building the chapel was £360, money doubtless provided
by Trustees who numbered twenty-two, mainly Bristol businessmen,
including W D & H O Wills.

There has been speculation that the building was originally one
room and that this front wall was added when it was decided to
provide a day school by dividing the building and putting in sash
windows for the schoolroom and upstairs accommodation for the
teacher. There is certainly evidence that the third window on the
side beyond this wall was blocked up. Further research of the

I oo J"wauilding itself might reveal the truth, but I have to say that to
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me this part does not look truncated and it was common for
Victorian chapels to have a separate room at the back, so this
could have been in the original design.

The cost of building the "school house", as it is described was
£117, of which a Mr T Holmes in Bristol donated £100. Again, we
have no plans but can assume that this amount would cover extending
the schoolroom a few feet, adding the upstairs rooms and five sash
windows, and building the small schoolroom and lavatories for the
boys and girls. The teacher would hopefully collect 2d per week
from each child and was paid £10 per year from the management
committee with free accommodation in the school house.
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particularly at the ends of the pews, you will be able to see that
the original seating consisted of forms only. The backs were added
by Mr Clark in 1848 or 9, when he also installed a stove, but there
was no money to pay him the £8 owed. The suggestion of holding a tea
meeting in the spring of the following year to raise funds was not
considered by some to be quite satisfactory, so it was proposed the
treasurer should pay Mr Clark on account whenever he had any
surplus funds not needed for anything else! (This seems to me to
be even less satisfactory and I believe in the end Mr Clark wrote
off the debt).

It appears for many years it was difficult to make ends meet. Time
after time the treasurer would be owed money on the annual
accounts. (I do not recommend the present membership should try
adopting this particular idea). It was in 1862 that the Free-will
Offering box was placed at the entrance door and this has been in
use ever since - collection bags have been rarely used.

Favourite ways of raising funds seem to have been holding a concert
(there has been a strong musical tradition in this church) or
arranging a tea meeting. As the only water available was rainwater
from a tank in the cellar, accessed by a trapdoor in the schoolroom
Thae ““‘wLLJfloor, drinking water had to be drawn from the well at the 01d
[ Laundry up the road. This was brought down the path outside Chapel
Jddbny” “) Cottages in buckets to fill a copper boiler in the cellar and a
i 1478 fire was lit underneath. The tea/having been made in an urn,was
¥ then carried up to the tea tables. The water carrying continued
k until mains water was brought to the village in 1962, although when
Brockham End Hotel at Lansdown closed in 1949 Mr John Lawrence
donated an electric boiler for heating the water (this is still in
use today).

Before the chapel was built Mr Clark asked the Bristol Itinerant
Society for help in providing preachers and this Society, still in
existence, had great influence in the country churches over many
years. Their Annual Conference was held at Upton in 1909, 1924,
1934 and 1949. They arranged transport for the preachers from
Bristol. At one time they used a horse-drawn vehicle known as a
Coburg, which the preacher for Marshfield had to drive, dropping
others off at chapels on the way. An elderly preacher told me that
as a young man he had never been in charge of a horse and had no
ijdea how to get to Marshfield, but fortunately the horse knew the
way and caused him no trouble!

Ordained Ministers were appointed from time to time on joint
arrangements with either Hanham or Oldland but mainly the church
f;/ﬁq was served by Lay Pastors.” The first Minister was Rev Thomas Page
4AWNL»" 1850-57, financing no doubt helped by Mr A Somerville who had a
great interest in the chapel at that time. He lived at The Lons in
Bitton and owned the Paper Mills. During those years the
surrounding walls and railings were built, and Mr Clark gave the
piece of land adjoining for a graveyard. Mr Clark died in 1864 and
is buried there with his wife, their gravestone is near the
entrance.
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Upton Cheyney Estate in 1945 on condition that the tenant of No 1
gﬁiﬁg:%LMEPapel Cottages should retain its use for as long as he wished.
wﬁﬁ ¢ The land was taken over in 1948 and the secretary asked for
volunteers to grub out the cottage hedge, prepare and plant the
land and the new path and repair the wall. No-one came forward so
it was left to the secretary to arrange the work. When presenting
the bill he said it had been rather an expensive job, costing
£12.18.0. The members voted another £3.0.0. should be paid for a
job well done. (Could this have been a bit of conscienceAToney?)
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When the chapel was built the stone on the outside confirms that
it was entirely independent, but certainly by 1889 it was known as
a Congregational Chapel. A formal resolution was signed in 1948
appointing the Congregational Union of Gloucestershire and
Herfordshire (Inc) as Trustees and the Deeds were transferred in
1949. 1In the 1960s the Congregational Union was reformed into the
Congregational Church in England and Wales and a convenant was
signed with them on 24 April 1966. When this body joined with the
Presbyterian Church and others to form the United Reformed Church
in 1972, the church here followed this path and became the Upton
Cheyney United Reformed Church.

Over the years extensive repairs and renovations have been carried
out, notably in 1909, 1934 and 1957. A great deal of work will be
required over the next few years, and I will leave you with Mr W T
Clark's words in 1934 - "May our Heavenly Father still prosper the
efforts and bless the workers.
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