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Local clinic protesters make false ‘abortion causes cancer’ claim  
 
The same anti-abortion group behind a two-year picket at an East Twickenham clinic has been 
exposed pedalling false information to vulnerable women in an investigation by The Times.  
 
An undercover reporter visited a clinic in Dublin connected to the “Good Counsel Network”. She was 
told, among other things, that abortion increased the risk of breast cancer – a claim that the 
Institute of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists described as outrageous and “absolutely incorrect”. 
 
The same claim is being made locally. The Richmond & Twickenham Times has seen a leaflet being 
handed out in East Twickenham with a list of “possible physical complications of abortion” including 
breast cancer. The Dublin clinic’s phone number is given on the leaflet.  
 
A member of the public living in the area, who asked to remain anonymous for safety reasons, said: 
“People are entitled to their own views on the ethics of abortion, and to freedom of speech. But 
residents have had to put up with these people patrolling our street for over two years, bang next 
door to the local doctors’ surgery. Now we know that the organisation behind them is extreme 
enough to lie to vulnerable women. We want them moved away from our local street. We have 
petitioned Richmond Council, and Cllr Arbour committed to “do whatever is lawful to stop these 
protesters." But that was 10 months ago and nothing has changed.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes for editors: 

 Confidential: contact in case of queries email: reclaimrosslyn@gmail.com.  

 Background is give on our website here http://e-voice.org.uk/reclaimrosslynroad/  

 The Times article (5 Sep 2016) exposing advice being given at The Women’s Centre in Dublin 
is here, including a video http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/abortions-cause-cancer-
women-s-centre-claims-kvkc8qvrs 

 Leaflets being handed out outside the clinic on 6 Sep 2016 are copied below, highlighting 
the false information about breast cancer and evidence of their association with the 
Women’s Centre, Dublin. 

 About us: Reclaim Rosslyn Road (RRR) was started in July 2014 by a local resident who had 
become frustrated and upset by the activities of anti-abortion protesters from the “Good 
Counsel Network” outside BPAS family planning clinic on Rosslyn Road, Twickenham. The 
clinic is in a quiet street, next door to a doctors’ surgery. Every day when the clinic is open, 
protesters patrol the street outside, targeting women of child-bearing age to dissuade them 
from going in. We were the first local group in England to mobilise against anti-abortion 
picketing. We do not want to curtail freedom of speech, all we ask is the ability to go about 
our lives without being disturbed. 
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