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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

September 2010
( Thursday September 2: KPC's second birthday and Ken Cottell on "John Stuart Mill, the Revisionist Utilitarian". Ken's introduction gave insights into Mill's extraordinary upbringing, the 19th century social and political context of his and his predecessor and mentor Bentham's thinking, and Mill's refinements of Bentham's Utitilarianism. The lively and wide-ranging discussions that followed demonstrated Mill's "fecundity" (to use a Benthamite criterion) and his relevance today, and continued in the Druid's Head afterwards. Ken's useful extracts from Bentham and Mill, as well as Maslow's hierarchy of needs, which seems to have a basis in the Mill-ian version of Utilitarian thinking, can be read on the KPC website..

I forgot to mention on the evening that it was our 2nd birthday – so thank you to everyone who has come along, given talks, led or joined in discussions, provided venues, helped to expand our programme to two evenings a month, and generally kept things going so productively and pleasantly for two years. Though I forgot all about it, it did make that day's Kingston Guardian.
KPC EXPERIMENTS 
Venue experiment result! Our September discussion group in Bridges café seems to have found the ideal space: the riverside venue, the acoustics, layout, and good value refreshments were all conducive to a very enjoyable discussion and evening – so thank you to Bridges manager Carlene for opening up and catering so well just for us. Numbers are creeping up again after the holidays, and we hope that this promising new venue, where we can hear each other and have a good conversation, will encourage even more of you return to philosophical discussion.

A "KPC outing" on October 7th: our provisional October date clashes with the interesting-sounding UCL Centre for Ethics & Law Annual Lecture: Professor Michael Sandel, who has taught political philosophy at Harvard Department of Government since 1980 and gave the 2009 BBC Reith Lectures on "The New Citizenship", on 'The Moral Limits of Markets'. As this seems like an unmissable opportunity to hear an eminent and accessible visiting philosopher, and as no one present at the September discussion was burning to lead a topic in October, we decided to make this an optional  KPC outing. No organisation and no coach will be provided – please make your own arrangements; for more information and to book a free ticket see http://sandelethicsandlaw.eventbrite.com/. The event is at 6.00pm, in Cruciform LT1, University College London, Gower Street, WC1E 6AU. 

Kingston Philosophy Café discussion forum is now on the main Kingston Philosophy Café website (http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/discussion/), where we think it will be simpler to navigate and to link to KPC events and resources. It will still be administered and moderated mainly by Phil Rowlands (though we hope it won't need too much moderation). If you’d like to continue or start a discussion on-line do give it a go.

COMING SOON TO KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 
( Wednesday September 15, 7.00 – 9.00pm:  Richard Baron “In Defence of Circular Arguments" at the Grey Horse. It looks like a bad idea to argue in a circle. You cannot use the conclusion of an argument to support the premises you started from. When Descartes got caught arguing in a circle, his argument for the existence of God was in big trouble. Richard Baron will claim that circular arguments are not as bad as they look. We should avoid them in physics and chemistry, but we should welcome them in subjects like history. And when we use them, that does not undermine the value of the conclusions we draw. Richard Baron teaches philosophy at the Mary Ward Centre in London. He has written two books, one on ethics and one on free will. You can find out more about his work at http://www.rbphilo.com. 
( More Philosophy Café Wednesdays at the Grey Horse: October 20, Paddy Gormley on “Big Bang”; November 17, discussion on Kierkegaard and Religion chaired by Filiz Peach; December 15, general discussion.
( Future Philosophy Café Thursdays at Bridges: our December 2nd session will be our annual "What next?" session, but suggestions and offers that would work well café-style on November 4th are welcome. You don’t have to know all the answers to lead a discussion – just some good questions to get people thinking and talking! Ideas from previous 'What next?' sessions can be found on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/some-possible-topics/. 
See Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                Marilyn Mason 







