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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

May 2010
“Moral Certainty or Moral Relativism?”: Roger Jennings’ April talk in the pub (full revised version and reading list can be read on the website) gave an excellent overview, ranging across many theories of ethics and raising a lot of hares (murder and accidental killing, Bill Gates, Buddhism, innateness versus socialisation, happiness versus contentment…) that we were still chasing as time ran out – and which Philosophy Café is sure to revisit (see below). Roger also supplied a very useful reading list, to which I would only add Chapter 3, on “Atheist Ethics”, of Julian Baggini’s Atheism A Very Short Introduction (Oxford). 
"What did the Romantics ever do for us?" on May 6 focused on the ideas of poets Keats and Blake, with Wordsworth’s “Tintern Abbey” to read. Extracts from Keats’ poems and letters illustrated a post-Enlightenment Romantic distrust of reason and science, in some cases justified, in others perhaps less so. Blake’s “The Tyger” raised questions about the nature of God and creativity. The Romantics’ philosophical legacy (and despite reservations on our table about the “Romantic” label it remains useful shorthand for a period and certain ways of thinking) includes the secularisation of spirituality, shifts in the way we think and feel about nature and God, challenges to scientific-rationalist thinking, and an emphasis on the personal and subjective, and on creativity. We never got onto the radical politics of many Romantics, perhaps because it was election night and many of us had had enough politics.
KPC dates and venues for your diary
We are currently running a twice-monthly “mixed economy”: 6.00pm on first Thursdays (usually, but see July) at the Rose; and 7.00pm on third Wednesdays (usually) at the Grey Horse. Discussions at the Rose will tend towards the informal with brief introductions and lots of group discussion, while the quieter Grey Horse venue offers a good opportunity for talks and plenary Q&A sessions.   
As the Rose Café becomes busier and noisier (good for the Rose but not so good for us, with our last discussion hampered by a loud party in the café at 6.00om, a time we can usually rely on for bit of quiet) I think it’s time to look for another venue. Ideally it would be a central Kingston café where we can buy refreshments and maintain our informal café conversations, but with good acoustics and a decent size space all to ourselves for an hour and a half early on Thursday evenings – not an easy ask and there may be trials and errors before we settle anywhere. If you think of a suitable café do please let me know and I will talk to the manager. Watch this space.
( Wednesday May 19, 7.00 – 9.00pm, Sartre - a presentation and discussion led by Gerald Jones, at the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston.
( Thursday June 3, 6.00pm – 7.25pm “Gross National Happiness” – is this what our new Government should be aiming for? in the Rose Culture Café. A post-election special on the politics and philosophy of happiness: should we elect and judge our political parties and governments on GNH rather than Gross National/Domestic Product? Can we define happiness, or pursue it directly, or measure it? This will be an informal discussion of some ideas on the topic, including those of classic Utilitarian philosophers John Stuart Mill and Jeremy Bentham and the findings of the “new science of happiness”. This discussion may well develop some of the themes of Kate Soper’s talk in March as well as some of the questions about “The Good Society” raised by Michael McCarthy last year and by Roger Jennings in his May talk, but don’t worry if you missed any of those, you can still join in. Further useful links and suggested pre-reading will appear in “Our Files” on the website.
( Wednesday June 16, 7.00 – 9.00pm, Richard Rorty – a presentation and discussion led by Barrie Selwyn, at the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston.
( Thursday July 15, 6.00pm – 7.25ish: “The purpose of life is to avoid boredom”: Arthur Howarth will lead a discussion in the Rose Culture Café on the philosophy of Michael Winner, with reference to the approaches of some other philosophers and "Crop Rotation" from Either/Or before getting on to the important business of the night – sitting round tables and talking in small groups. 
( Wednesday July 21, 7.00 – 9.00pm, Alison Evans on Gnosticism, at the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston.
( More Philosophy Café Wednesdays at the Grey Horse: September 15, Richard Baron “In Defence of Circular Arguments”; October 20, Paddy Gormley on “Big Bang”; November 17, discussion on Kierkegaard and Religion chaired by Filiz Peach; December 15, general discussion. 
Please keep an eye on Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
Marilyn Mason 






