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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
January/February 2013
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Wednesday January 16, "What Is The Mind?" It is a non-physical entity that is completely separate from the brain - so argued Grant Bartley - just a label which holds all our experiences. If we call it a thing it becomes physical. Our experience of a particular event are unique to us. As a piece of tautology it was watertight, but the discussion following raised lots of philosophical points, external vs internal, is the connection between the two physical, history, complexity... 

Jeremy Smithers
( Tuesday March 5th at Bridges, "What is it to be good?" Via questions about whether we could name an absolutely good person (difficult) and whether we could think of any absolute rules (not really), Stuart Devall took us on a journey through the theories of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, towards a conclusion that absolutes, wherever they came from, were unworkable, and that Aristotle's virtue ethics could make a useful contribution to ideas about goodness, even though we could (and did) quibble about his list of virtues. Many thanks to Stuart for leading us through so many significant ideas, for his very useful "map" of the ideas we were considering, and for dealing so ably with the many detours suggested by participants.
COMING UP at Kingston Philosophy Café 
( Wednesday February 20th at the Ram Jam Club*: Rick Lewis on "A 'Just War' or 'Just a War'"?, a talk on the ethics of warfare.

( Tuesday March 5th, 6.00 - 7.30pm at Bridges*: "Freedom to offend?" - the merits of freedom of expression and speech (as argued for by John Stuart Mill and the poet Milton) versus an apparent need to restrict and regulate the media (as argued in the Leveson report). A relevant bit of pre-reading would be philosopher Onora O'Neill's 2011 lecture on "The Rights of Journalism and the Needs of Audiences". There will be extracts from some of the above to start off the discussion.

( Wednesday March 20th, 7.00 - 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: "Whatever did we do before psychology?: a consumer's view", a talk by Natalia Doran

( Tuesday April 2nd, 6.00 - 7.30pm at Bridges*: Guy Woodall on "Social contract theory and its shortcomings". "The Social Contract is really the only game in town in modern political theory, yet it is clearly false. What is it that drives philosophers as well as many politicians to espouse such an obviously mistaken theory? We’ll look at some of the basic principles of Enlightenment thinking and show how it is these, rather than any observation of reality, that give rise to the theory of the Social Contract, and why they are mistaken."

( Wednesday April 17th, 7.00 - 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: Roger Jennings on "Stuff and Nonsense: Berkeley and Immaterialism". "The Irish philosopher George Berkeley (1685-1753) is best known for denying the existence of ‘material substance’ and asserting that nothing exists but ‘perceiving minds’ and ‘perceived ideas’. Although his immaterialist doctrine may appear bizarre, even nonsensical, its influence has persisted to this day... and there are good reasons for studying Berkeley." 
( Tuesday May 7th, 6.00 - 7.30pm at Bridges*: Jules Evans, Policy Director for the Centre for the History of the Emotions at Queen Mary College, London, co-editor of the History of Emotions Blog, author of Philosophy for Life: And Other Dangerous Situations and Connected Communities:

Philosophical Communities
, a report on the contemporary rise of philosophy clubs (we are not alone!). 
( Wednesday May 18th, 7.00 - 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: Dr Simon Blackburn, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge and half-time Research Professor at UNC Chapel Hill. Topic tbc.
( Tuesday June 4th, 6.00 - 7.30pm  at Bridges*: Stoicism,  Kieran Quill leads the discussion.
( Wednesday June 19th, 7.00 - 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: "Art, Truth and Knowledge"
ALSO OF INTEREST in Kingston and nearby
( Kingston Skeptics in the Pub meets on the first Thursday of every month at the Ram Jam Club. And members who live or work near Ealing might like to check out Ealing Skeptics in the Pub too. 
( Cafe Scientifique in Kingston meets on the last Tuesday of every month at Woody's, Ram Passage, Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 1HH.
( The current Royal Institute of Philosophy London Lecture Series is on Philosophical Traditions, with talks on Buddhism, the so-called continental and analytic divide, Daoism, African Philosophy, Jewish thinking, Feminism, Islamic philosophy, and more - see the list and dates of talks at http://www.royalinstitutephilosophy.org/page/36.
( 3rd – 22nd June, The Meddlers Theatre Company presents "Socrates and His Clouds" by William Lyons, at the Jermyn Street Theatre, London SW1. Online booking should start soon - perhaps someone would like to organise a group trip?  See poster here.
( Lent Lunchtime Talks on "Faith & Secularism", Thursdays, 1.10 to 2.00pm at All Saints Church, Kingston: 21 Feb, A Jewish Perspective - Natan Levy, formerly Rabbi of Shenley United Synagogue; 28 Feb,- A Christian Perspective - Andrew Williams, Faith Adviser, Kingston University; 7 Mar - An Islamic Perspective, Raficq Abdulla MBA, broadcaster and poet; 14 Mar - A Buddhist Perspective, James Peel, Buddhist meditation teacher and faith associate, Kingston University; 21 Mar, A Humanist Perspective - Jeremy Rodell, Chairman, SW London Humanists.
Marilyn Mason


*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards our occasional expenses are welcome.   
